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Tig Pennock 
        Thon Abbott 
     better known to all of us as 

Thon Griffith DeLong 

       Powder Puff Derby—July 3 –6,1965   Cherokee 140   N6058W 

 

        Tig & Thon  

                      



               Thon Griffith DeLong  

                                      April 25, 1923  — March 6, 2013   
 
The OC chapter has lost one of our true gems: Thon Griffith DeLong passed away on Wed. March 6.   
Thon joined the chapter on August 16, 1962, just 2 months after its charter.  She was active in the chapter, 
holding all positions including chairman, from 1965-1966.  She was awarded the Orange County Chapter’s Pilot of 
the Year award in 1974.   Thon went on to become International President of the Ninety-Nines from 1978-1980.   
 
This special issue of Plane Tales is dedicated to Thon and to those who knew and loved her. 
It starts with excerpts from a 1941 magazine . . . Even then Thon was unique, suggesting that “girls ought to take 
a car apart ever so often.” 
When Thon was ill, I asked the 99s who knew her to write a few sentences about their early memories of Thon.  
Those little "letters" follow. 
Gene Nora Jessen, former International President and good friend of Thon's shared the words she spoke at 
Thon's memorial.   Two of Thon's children also shared memories with Thon, as well as numerous photos. 
 
Thon was proactive in the 99s always - she enjoyed the women aviation pioneers and encouraged new pilots.  
She became the chairman of the Amelia Earhart Scholarship Committee to assist struggling pilots with the cost of 
flight training.   It was important to Thon to preserve the history of the 99s with 2 enormous projects:  obtaining 
and preserving the TravelAir flown by Louise Thaden in the 1929 All Women’s Air Derby, and the creation of a 
museum dedicated to women pilots, now open at our headquarters in OKC.  All of these projects demanded a 
large amount of time and money, which Thon managed to secure.   Because these are ongoing expenses for the 
99s, we are suggesting any tribute you wish to make be dedicated to one of these projects in Thon's name. 
 

The finale is an inspiring story that you will just have to read! 
 
Diane Myers, Plane Tales Editor 
 
 
 
 

 
    Cover photo:   Thon & Tig Pennock in their first PPD in 1965.  Tig also joined the  
    OC 99s in Aug., 1962. Tig was an FAA Designated examiner, who gave many of us   
    check rides at SNA.    According to Thon's logbook, they came in 10th.    
    The logo on top of our Plane Tales is a caricature of Thon & Tig, joyously flying along! 
 

 
Tig Pennock wrote about her memories of that race: 
 
OH--Thank you so much for the picture!!!!!! That was 1965---I think--started in San Diego and ended in Chattanooga 
with a stop in Savannah to accomplish the required x-country mileage. There was a stop in Monroe, LA. I  remember 
that one because we washed our Navy blue nylon suits that night and of course they were just as wet in the morning as 
when we went to bed! (July In Louisiana!!)  A little after take-off Thon said "look at your lap"---we both had steam  
coming up off of the wet suits! With the air vents closed we spent a lot of time wiping the windshield so we could see!!!!!! 
Had to laugh!!  We were in a Cherokee 140.  
Thanks again for the picture----Tig 

 
 
It's fun remembering. The Texas stop  was Dallas.  
And--yes--I was told that that is Thon and me in the logo. Another aside---Thon and I were having dinner in Savannah 
and a lady came over to tell us she had never seen 2 ladies dressed exactly the same and having so much fun!! Thon 
had to leave right away after the finish because that is when Paul Mantz was killed and she worked for him and Frank 
Tallman. That was sad.  ---Tig 



                                  Thon Griffith DeLong 

                                                                April 25, 1923  -  March 6, 2013 

 

Dedicated Ninety-Nine, Accomplished Pilot, Role Model, Mentor, Trusted Friend.                            

World traveler, forward thinker.   Mother, Grandmother, loving and beloved wife.    

It was with heavy hearts that we said “good-bye” to Thon on March 18th.     Thon was such an 

integral part of the Orange County Chapter, having joined just 2 months after the charter date.    

Thon was Chapter Chairman in 1965-’66, and Chapter Pilot of the Year in 1974.                  

Thon was an aviator for 50 years, along the way flying the Griffith Company P58 Baron on 

corporate business. There were Baron charity flights also, taking college teams to NIFA     

competitions.  She loved racing and served as route Director on the AWTAR board, which was 

commonly called the Powder Puff Derby. She flew across the US including Alaska, Canada, 

Mexico and numerous flights into Central and South America.                                                       

She was always active in The 99s on the local and regional levels and was justifiably recog-

nized and honored along the way.  Thon served on the International Board of Directors for ten 

years and as International President of The Ninety-Nines, Inc. 1978-80.  Thon’s devotion to 

The Ninety-Nines has been constant.  She spent weeks slaving with the volunteers establishing 

The 99s Museum of Women Pilots. Thon served as Treasurer of Silver Wings, an organization 

of Pilots who have flown for 25 years or more.  She and her husband Bob saw to it that Louise 

Thaden’s 1929 Travel Air could be purchased for The 99s and today is on display in Oklahoma 

City.   

 

Photo from a 1941 issue of “SPOT” The  
Entertaining Picture Magazine.   Article on  
Hollywood high school kids on a weekend in 
Newport Beach.       Thon is 2nd from the left. 
The article states:   THON ROGERS’ unique 
first name is a contraction of “the one,” made 
up by her father, an itinerant newspaperman.   
Her step-father is a newspaper editor but Thon 
has no inclination to enter the field.   Gradu-
ated with high grades, she now works for a 
steamship company, routing cargo shipments. 
She’s 18, makes $22.50 a week, likes the feel-
ing of being independent, and is willing to 
“forget marriage for a while.”   Thon loves to 
weld steel, which she does at a garage owned 
by a boy friend, and to tinker with her ‘34 Ford 
coupe.   “Girls could have a lot more fun if they 
weren’t so dainty,” Thon says.   “They ought to 
take a car apart ever so often.” 

By Diane Myers and Gene Nora Jessen, Idaho 99 and  
past International Ninety-Nines President 



 

                                     February 28, 1968 
 

 

On Monday morning, March 4, when most homemakers will be contemplating the dials of their  

washing machines and working women will be navigating the highway en route to the office, Thon 

Griffith will be checking the instrument dials on a Piper Twin Comanche, N7758V and heading  

eastward – destination:  El Paso. 

 

With Thon in the little red and tan airplane will be Marian Banks of San Diego, and together they 

comprise the Trail Blazing Team for the 22nd annual Powder Puff Derby which will take off from  

Van Nuys Airport for Savannah, GA on July 6. 

 

The Costa Mesa housewife and mother of four is Route Director of the All-Woman Transcontinental 

Air Race  (AWTAR), colorfully dubbed the “Powder Puff Derby.” 

 

“I didn’t start flying until 1960,” said the attractive blue-eyed brunette.   “It was something I had  

always wanted to do so I bought an old airplane and said okay – now somebody teach me how to get it 

up!”  Since then she has checked out in an Ercoupe, Cessna 150, Tri-pacer, Cessna 170, and now the 

Navion, which she loves.   “I go out to the airport just to polish the airplane when I can’t afford to fly 

it,” she said. 

 

Thon, who first flew the race in 1965 with Tig Pennock, feels more and more women are taking up 

flying as a hobby all the time and is first to offer encouragement.   She feels it is a particularly  

rewarding pastime for women whose children are all in school. 

 

Her oldest son, Bailey, 19, soloed on his 16th birthday, and daughter Stancie, 14, also is very eager to 

learn to fly so she will be able to accompany her mother in a derby. 

 

“As a matter of fact, the whole family likes to go – all I have to do is rattle the keys and even the dog 

wants to go along,” Thon maintained. 



          Thon Griffith DeLong 
     “A bio of sorts” ~                                                                                            ~   written by Thon 

 

Thon began flying in 1961 and joined the Ninety-Nines, Orange County Chapter in 1962 when it was 
formed.  In those days one earned a Commercial Certificate before working on an instrument rating – 
received the Commercial in 1964.   Instrument finally earned in 1970 when time & finances permitted. 
 
About 1963, while employed by well-known movie pilots Paul Mantz and Frank Tallman at their Movie-
land of the Air (SNA), they suggested that I should shoot for being International President of the Ninety-
Nines rather than be content to serve as Chapter Chairman.   That was a preposterous suggestion, but 
secretly pleased me to know they thought me capable of such a responsibility.   I didn’t let go of that 
thought until I reached that goal some fifteen years later. 
 
In addition to serving in Chapter offices and as Chairman of the 99s Section Nominating Committee and 
as a member of the International Resolutions Committee, Thon became active in racing . . . first as a 
timer for the 196?? AWTAR (Powder Puff Derby) which terminated in Torrance, CA.   The following year 
she was appointed to the AWTAR Board of Directors.   Being the Route Director was a challenge and 
kept her busy throughout the year.   First, a route was chosen for the following year with consideration 
being given to distance between delegated stops and Restricted Areas.   When each stop had been 
contacted, and questions answered by mail, Thon flew to those stops on the route and held meetings to 
finalize the needs and last-minute questions. 
 
Racing in the Powder Puff Derby was always a goal and that was met on three occasions:  1965, 1969, 
and 1973.  Never a winner, but always a challenger!   Equally as exciting was racing in the Angel Derby 
in 19?? From New Orleans to Managua, Nicaragua.    
 
During those years pilots with very low time were allowed to ferry aircraft from Piper and Cessna to the 
West Coast and so it was that she was permitted to continue proving to herself and others that  
inexperienced pilots could avoid disaster and come through with new aircraft – first a Cherokee 140 
from Piper in Vero Beach, FL with only about 300 hours and soon after that a Cessna 150 from Wichita, 
KS.   The FBOs required only a Commercial Certificate and a promise to avoid IFR weather. 
 
In 1968 Thon’s late husband, George Griffith, built the runway for the movie “Catch 22” in Guaymas, 
Mexico.  While they were there in their 1947 Navion, Thon flew Roberto Fleischer, the owner of the 
property being used for the set, around the area so he could see what was happening to his land.    
He was unsure about a female pilot, but accepted with grace and cheer when assured the airplane 
wouldn’t know the difference.   He even wanted to go back up with her the following day. 

 
   For fifteen years Thon flew as corporate pilot for two  
   companies.  For the first year, she flew a V-35B        
   Bonanza, then a 58 Baron for five years and finally a  
   pressurized P-Baron for the last nine years.   Because 
   Thon and her husband had flown to Central America  
   on a number of occasions (always taking turns at the  
   controls) they were called to fly doctors and supplies  
   to Guatemala in 1976 when the devastating  
   earthquake hit the country.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
    In 1972 Thon was elected to the Ninety-Nines  
    International Board serving two-year terms as Board   
    member, Secretary, Vice-President and as President   
    1978-1980.   It was a thrill as well as a privilege to  
    preside over the 1979 meeting in Albany, NY for the 
     organization’s 50th anniversary. 
 

    During her tenure as President, she was invited to be  
    the keynote speaker at NASA for the Women in  
    Aviation and Space Writers.   The suggestion was to          
    speak for 30 minutes on discrimination.    Thon  
    rejected that subject and boldly said, “I’ll speak on 

Women in Aviation.”   Following that speech, five of the pilots were invited to fly the Space Shuttle 
simulator.   Happily Thon landed ON the runway at Edwards AFB, although a bit “long.”    
 
After leaving the 99s presidency, and serving the usual two more years on the Board, Thon became 
the chairman of the Amelia Earhart Scholarship Committee.   After four years she asked to step down 
from that demanding job, thinking being AEMSF treasurer would be relief.  Wrong – if anything, it was 
more work.   However, both jobs were fascinating and rewarding.   Watching young women apply for 
and win scholarships, then following their progress through to the conclusion and joining in the  
celebrations of their new certificates and ratings at the annual conference was indeed gratifying. 
 
A short time later, with time on her hands, she decided to accept the urgings of the local Silver Wings 
chapter and became their Treasurer and “keeper of the database” which lasted for five years. 
 
Long after leaving office, it occurred to Thon that the 1929 Travel Air which Louise Thaden flew to win 
first place in the 1929 All Women’s Air Derby should belong to the Ninety-Nines.  So, she spearheaded 
the drive to achieve that goal, raising the required $125,000.   Thon undertook a fund raiser in which 
many 99s participated, with Fran Bera's gift leading the charge. Thon announced at The Ninety-Nines 
conference in Kansas City that her husband, Bob DeLong, would finalize the purchase after seeing the 
generous response of The 99s. That overwhelming act of generosity was to bring the Travel Air "home" 
permanently to those who truly appreciate its great significance to our heritage.  

 

The airplane is now housed in Oklahoma.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise Thaden with her Travel Air after  

winning the Cleveland Air Race, 1929  

In August of 1929 twenty intrepid women pilots raced their airplanes from Santa Monica to Cleveland as a part of the 

Cleveland Air Races. This was the first time women had been invited to race and they took their task seriously, knowing 

that their performance could be the catalyst to open flying jobs to women. Adventures were to be had as fifteen of the 

women completed the task in fragile airplanes with all-too-often undependable engines. Louise Thaden won the race in her 

beautiful blue and gold Walter Beech-sponsored Travel Air.  

The women went on to form The Ninety-Nines as a support group in the search for flying jobs. Louise Thaden went on to 

establish numerous flying records, and was a key figure in The 99s. Through the years her famous racing plane changed 

hands, disappeared and fell into disrepair. 

http://www.ninety-nines.org/index.cfm/the_1929_air_race.htm


             Thon Griffith DeLong   
 
 

Thon’s son, Bailey remembers: 

 

Well ,I remember the Ercoupe. Well, we were four, so it was a good long while before an aircraft of 
sufficient capacity became available to fly her plus four. 
I am confident Mom's teaching in those early years stuck with all of us. I always got to read the  
pre-flight and pre-landing check lists, well almost always. Sometimes her teaching was to do all of 
the flying and let me observe what was required. 
I am a "48" model so in 59 I was 11. Sheldon is a "50" model, Stancie is a "53" model and Morgan 
is a "56" model.. 
At 15 or so in 1963 Mom and Dad owned a third of a 170. I soloed on my 16th birthday but finding 
the money to keep active eluded me. 
It was at the dedication of the New, Improved Orange County Airport in about 1969 (helping with a 
99 penny a pound portion) that I saw sky diving for the first time. By the by, it was during this time 
that Mom was working for Frank Tallman and Paul Mantz at Tallmantz Aviation.   
I was smitten immediately. A full week of pleading was required before Mom relented and signed off 
on my first jump. (She "thought it was a dumb way to break a leg"). I went on to exit "perfectly good" 
airplanes 133 times once hold hands with seven others in free fall. When I ran across the new tech-
nology called Tandem skydiving in Madera it was 1988 at the Madera Balloon Fiesta. 
I bought a gift certificate and presented it to her at her surprise 65th birthday.   (An article 
about this event was published in the Southwesterly, Sept. 1988). Several months elapsed before 
she and Morgan arrived in Bakersfield and the next morning we headed to Madera. I wrangled 
some special additional altitude so Mom's first exit of a perfectly good airplane was at 10,000 ft 
AGL. You should have seen her eyes right after she landed and had just removed the soft leather 
helmet - they were sparkling with energy. 
A notable flying adventure that I shared with Mom is that in 1982 Janice and I went on a fabulous 
honeymoon with Mom and George from Bakersfield to Puerto Vallarta to Mazatlan to Guadalajara 
to Guatemala City to Flores in Guatemala to Belize City to Caye Chapel to Tuxtla Gutierrez Mexico 
(by car to San Cristobal de las Casas and back to the pBaron). From there to Puerto Vallarta and 
from there to Bakersfield in a day, about 1,340 miles. 
 
 
 
    With a grand total of 57.1 hours and her new  

    Private Pilot certificate, Thon took each of  

    her 4 children flying—one at a time—in her  

    Ercoupe, N3873H.    

        Morgan: 25 minutes, Stancie: 30 minutes, 

        Bailey: 25 minutes, Sheldon: 25 minutes 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thon’s daughter, Stancie shared these memories: 
 

I remember mom learning to fly while I was in elementary school.  We did fly to Catalina for the  
pancake breakfast quite a few times, which was a bit scary landing on top of the island, with such  
a short runway.  Or what appeared to be a short runway.  I flew along whenever there was an  
available seat and loved every trip! 
 
 



Thank-you note  to the Orange County Ninety-Nines from Thon’s daughter, Stancie Foss 

 Thon with her Baron, N428TG 

Flower arrangement from Thon’s Chapter: Orange County 99s 



Dear Thon . . .                                                                           Letters from 99s . . .  

 

Ah, a first memory.  I met Thon in the mountains of my home state, Idaho, when she was flying a 
Navion.  That was prior to her Beech days and was over forty years ago.  On a later trip to Idaho, 
upon deplaning (the Baron) she said to her husband, "uh . . the hanging bag?"  It was at home on 
the bed.  We went dress shopping, however, Thon could have worn coveralls and nobody would 
have noticed.  All she had to do was flash her beautiful smile and we'd all have been bowled over.  
We love Thon.        Gene Nora Jessen  

Aerobatic pilot Julie Clark remembers all the fun flying in the air races with you..  

 

Barb Ward writes:    When I was editor of the Plane Tales, Thon would critique my efforts and have me 

make corrections in the next month's P.T.  And of course I did make some boo boos.  She did this in such a 

kindly manner.....and always after the fact.  She was my idea of what a true 99 was.  Like another Amelia! 

Diane Myers writes:     Thank you for taking me with you when you flew to Oshkosh in 1981. 

My first flight in the right seat of your beautiful Baron, N428TG, first ride to the top of 

the St Louis arch, and my first experience at Oshkosh!    

What a great treat! 
 

 
I remember Thon as my support system throughout my Presidency in the 99s, always assisting when asked 

and giving me the guidance I needed. Throughout the two-year tenure we spoke on an average of once a 

week tossing ideas back and forth.  If there was ever a woman to emulate, it is Thon.  Her life has touched all 

of ours. 

Love,  Pat Prentiss 

 

 

Dear Thon,  

Thank you for your kindness and inspiration throughout my flying life!  I remember when I became chapter 

chairman and received such a nice note from you congratulating me.  I was deeply touched and 

encouraged!  Your kindness to me did not go unnoticed, particularly at a time when I was feeling wobbly and 

unsure of myself.  Thank you so much for so many times when you were there with a smile and the 

perfect words to encourage and inspire.  

Love,  Linda Eldridge   

 

 

Diane Titterington-Machado writes:  Thon, thank you for being such a shining example of what a woman 

should be. You have been such a wonderful mentor to so many of us. 

I would truly like to be more like you. I'm trying. You are still the most beloved 99 International  

President--ever, because you are beautiful both inside and out. When people speak your name, their eyes 

light up. You are probably one of the few people who has never had a foe. Well, maybe cat fleas. 

 
Carol Bennett writes: 
My first memory of meeting you was when I attended a Silver Wings luncheon in San Diego in 2003.  I had 
not long joined the Orange County Chapter of the 99's, when I drove a group of ladies from our Chapter 
down to San Diego   It was a lovely meeting and I was lucky enough to be seated next to you during the 
lunch.   

 



Dear Thon . . .                                                                           Letters from 99s . . .  
 

Hi Thon! After I joined the 99s in 1985, Thon, you were always giving gentle advice as I worked my way 

through those fun years as Fly-in chairman, Secretary, Vice-Chair and Chairman. You encouraged me to 

apply and reapply for the AE Scholarship and one day, it was my happiest news that I had been chosen to 

receive it to finish working on my CFI. I know your face was glowing as brightly as mine when it was  

announced at the meeting.  We have shared such delightful stories about cats and dogs and our happy  

episodes. You sent such cute cards that always brought a big smile and made me laugh. Our "girls getaway 

lunches" always made such a bright spot in our time together. Time and time again your suggestions  

regarding being an effective Chairman, as well as pursuing my flying career, opened many doors that  

otherwise might have remained closed to me. Thank you for your time, thoughtfulness, concern, patience, 

big smiles and so many memories of laughter and warm camaraderie. You and Shirley Tanner, "Shirley 

Who?", always amazed me with your adventures and sparked my imagination as to what I also could 

do when I opened my mind and went for it. Without your inspiration, I would have missed my Commercial 

Swordfish-spotting days as I chased swordfish for the fishing boats in that little C-152 for 7-8 hours at a 

time! From San Diego to above the Channel Islands and out to sea 50 miles, what a time I had and what 

marvelous things I saw flying zigzag courses looking for swordfish. Yahoo!  

Thank you, Thon! Love you whole bunches! 

Pam Hengsteler 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thon with Ninety-Nines: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                   Just look for the most dazzling smile to find Thon!  

                          Joan Paynter, Shirley Tanner, & Thon      Diane Myers, Thon, Chris Stulik, Linda Eldridge, Jan Peterson,    
                                             Pam Hengsteler 

  99s International President Susan Larson 
Past Presidents: Pat Prentiss, Lois Erickson, Thon      Orange County 99s Christmas party—Thon shining in red in the middle! 



Dear Thon . . .                                                      Letters from 99s . . . 

Celia Vanderpool writes:    One of my first memories was being awestruck by the Grand Dame of aviation, in 

our very own chapter, her regal elegance as she calmly described dicey moments of in flight decisions making. 

 Then, later I couldn't believe my luck, but she encouraged me and privately gave me tips on air racing before 

my first Classic !!  I was thrilled!    

Thon became my role model when I joined the 99s in 1975.  She was a wife, mother and a pilot !!!  And not just any 

old pilot.  She was the corporate pilot for the Griffith Company.  Prior to that she worked for Tallmantz.  What stories 

she had to tell.  She inspired me to fly and she still does to this day.  Thon is still my role model and she always will 

be.  She is so lucky to have Bob at her side now in her time of need. 

Eleanor Todd 

From Gloria Sullivan:    Thank you for introducing me to the fact that women can fly! I will never forget meeting you 

at that fundraiser in about 1984, when you and Mike got to talking, and the next thing I knew, you two had signed me 

up to take flying lessons with Joan Hill :-)  I consider you my flying mentor and we both love you sooooo much.  

From Chris Stulik, from up north in Lake Tahoe:     To be truthful, there was a sweet moment during a difficult 

time. It was the holidays and it was the  annual OC 99s Christmas Party. I was there alone feeling a little down 

and in the middle of a divorce. Instinctively I think, Shirley Tanner sat down beside me on one side as did Thon 

on the other. They both gave me a bear hug and I said, Oh Geeeeeeez, I feel so upset about the 

divorce!  Shirley piped up and hollered, "Oh honey, any 99 worth her salt has been divorced at least once!!!" Thon 

yelped in shocked surprise and burst out laughing at her dear friend and got the serious giggles.  I couldn't help 

smiling which was the point..........In that moment, it struck me, how wonderful the friendship was between 

Shirley and Thon and for all these years later it is still true, how our 99s see each other through ......!                 

Love you Thon............Save us the right seat! 

Shirley McFall:   I started going to meetings when I was still Jan Peterson’s student and Jan was Chair.   I can’t 

remember if Thon was flying in 1989, most likely so, but I wasn’t that involved with flying activities yet.  What 

impressed me so much about Thon was that, each and every time I spoke with her, she knew who I was, 

remembered my name, asked how my flying was coming along, and generally was incredibly cordial.  She has always 

greeted me with her beautiful smile. (That’s not to say that other members were not as gracious, most were, but this 

woman had been International President and for someone as ‘famous’ as her to remotely know who I was was 

terribly impressive to me.)  Unofficially – I was always never surprised when she showed up with a new man after 

something happened to the previous one.  Had no clue of the relationships involved, but the woman clearly has 

always had ‘it.’  She is beautiful in so many ways. 

Dear Thon:                                                                                                                                                                           

I remember the flight  we had in your Bonanza and your Baron, flying to the east coast in your Baron and the palms 

race in your Bonanza. and remember the fire truck at Lindberg field, when smoke was in the Baron . and many other 

flights we made together.                                                                                                                                                    

I think of you always and wishing you well. thank you for all the flights and good times                                               

much love,        Fran Bera 

 

 



The Story of 

The Ninety-Nines Museum of Women Pilots 
 

  By Gene Nora Jessen 

 

The Ninety-Nines, Inc. was founded at Curtiss Field in New 
York November 2, 1929.  The group rented a headquarters 
office in NY until Susie Sewell, later to be a 99s President, 
struck a deal with The Will Rogers Airport in Oklahoma City 
for a 99-year lease on 6 acres of land. The 99s built a headquarters building, however, the soon 
outgrown building was leased out and in 1988 a 20,000-square-foot adjacent building was 
built, this time including a vacant second story for growth.  

 

Successful fund raising was initiated by Claire Walters for a museum of women pilots, funds 
needed to finish the second floor and furnishings. A group of volunteers ensconced them-

selves to create the museum: from California Thon Griffith, Vicky 
Anderson, Susan Theurkauf, and CJ Strawn; Idaho’s Anita & Vic 
Lewis, BJ Carter and Gene Nora Jessen; and Carol Rayburn from 
New Mexico. 

 

The organization already held extensive archives and we exam-
ined every photo, paper and treasure itching to display nearly  
everything.  Art experts CJ (our chief) and Susan prevailed by  
reducing our excesses and clarifying the 
exhibits: air racing, WASPs, astronauts, 

businesswomen, airline pilots, the founders and early years, record 
holders, and  
international achievers. Our fait accompli was an entire wall present-
ing the 1929 Air Derby from whence our organization evolved. 

 

The Museum encompasses not only the displays but also an  
extraordinary research library, archives, and a collection of oral  
and visual histories.  The 99s also owns the 1929 Travel Air in  
which Louise Thaden won the 1929 Air Derby, however we do not 
have a place to exhibit it and the airplane is on loan to another  

museum in Oklahoma City.  Our continuing dream 
is to enclose an atrium between our two buildings 
in which to exhibit the airplane, to be seen lighted 
at night by all who enter the  
airport.  But that’s another day!   

 

The 99s Museum of Women Pilots is a treasure to 

be enjoyed by all members and visitors. As they say 

in Okahoma, Y’all come! 

      Vicky Anderson at the computer 

Bobbi Trout, charter 99 and the last surviving 
racer of the 1929 PPD, talking with Gene 
Nora Jessen.  (Vicky Anderson to left)  



   With the dedication of the 99s Museum of Women Pilots,  
    the body of knowledge concerning who we are and what 
    we have accomplished over our 70+ year history now has 

a permanent home. This handsome  facility is located on more than 5,000 square feet,  
occupying the entire second floor of our International Headquarters building on Will Rogers 
World Airport in Oklahoma City. It is now the safe and secure repository for a unique  
collection of the papers, personal items and other historic artifacts of some of the most  
significant achievements and adventures of the international community of women pilots. 
Its library and exhibit areas will provide new insights into the role women pilots played in 
the development of aviation.  

CJ Strawn putting together an exhibit - all the photos and coffee cup 

on the table .  The displays were her baby 
 Excited about the astronaut suit:   BJ Carter, Vicky  Anderson, 
Gene Nora Jessen, Vic, & Anita Lewis, & Thon Griffith DeLong 
                           . . . So who’s going to model the suit??? 

Gene Nora Jessen replays  the famous photo of Louise Thaden 
waving after she won the 1929 race in the TravelAir.   
Vicky Anderson & Susan Theurkauf are “pushing” the airplane 

Preserving the history of women pilots was a passion of Thon’s;  she spent many weekends 
with the other volunteers to make this important museum a reality. 
 



              Thon Griffith DeLong   
                  The Love Affair . . .  
Thirteen or fourteen years ago, when Thon was treasurer of the Silver Wings, an organization of 
Pilots who have flown for 25 years or more, she approached one of the members who had not paid 
his dues.    In typical Thon fashion, she said:  “Mr. DeLong, you are in arrears in your dues, and I 
want you to pay them tonight.”   Bob Delong responded, “I’ll be glad to pay my dues, but then I 
won’t have enough money to eat.”    Thon shot back:  “Well, I’ll fix you a sandwich.”  To which Bob 
countered:  “How about dinner?”    And thus began a long and true love affair. 
Thon and Bob traveled a lot.   Since Thon had already traveled worldwide with the Ninety-Nines, 
Bob took her to see the beauty in the United States—Yellowstone, Yosemite, etc.     
Early in the year 2002 Thon said to Bob, “we need to get married before your birthday.”    Which 
puzzled Bob, who asked “why?”   Thon said “I can’t tell my grandkids that I’m marrying an 80-year 
old!.”   So the two of them flew off to Hawaii and got married.   After returning to southern California, 
Thon asked Bob “where are we going to live?”   Bob answered, “I’m not selling my house.”   And 
Thon said “Well, I’m not selling my house either.  So I’ll see you on Friday!”    Typically they spent 
the weekdays in her house in Newport Beach (closer to Bob’s spring manufacturing business) and 
weekends in his home overlooking the ocean in Dana Point.     
Thon and Bob attended numerous functions put on by the Orange County Chapter:  POY banquets, 
Christmas parties, and last year’s 50th Anniversary Celebration (Thon joined the chapter just two 
months after the charter), where Thon cut the anniversary cake. 

 

In an extraordinary tribute to the love they shared, Bob DeLong has  
totally funded the Thon Griffith DeLong Memorial 
                       Amelia Earhart perpetual scholarship. 



Julie Schafer          Aug. 4 

Mary Van Velzer   Aug.  22 

Linda Eldridge       Aug.  24  
 

Wings  
 
Once the wings go on, they never come off whether they can be seen 
or not. 
It fuses to the soul through adversity, fear, and adrenaline and no one 
who has ever worn them with pride, integrity, and guts can ever sleep 
through the `call of the wild` that wafts through bedroom  
windows in the deep of the night. 
When a good pilot leaves the `job' and retires, many are jealous, some 
are pleased and yet others, who may have already retired, wonder. 
We wonder if he knows what he is leaving behind, because we  
already know. 
We know, for example, that after a lifetime of camaraderie that few  
experience, it will remain as a longing for those past times. 
We know in the world of flying, there is a fellowship which lasts long  
after the flight suits are hung up in the back of the closet. 
We know even if he throws them away, they will be on him with every 
step and breath that remains in his life. 
We also know how the very bearing of the man speaks of what he was 
and in his heart still is. 
 
Because we fly, we envy no man on earth. 
                                              -Author Unknown 

  All Ninety-Nines! 

http:\\oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
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