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It is hard to believe that I have already 
completed my first year as your 
Governor. As I visit and talk with each of 
you I continue to see how different and 
yet similar each chapter and each 
member is and how they model the 
organization’s Mission Statement.  
 
I have included a photo of members of 
the SWS that were at the International 
Conference this past July.  The photo is 
from the “First-Timers Get Together” 
where we, the SWS, had six “First-
Timers” attend.  In addition, 90 % of the 
SWS Board was in attendance. Future 
International Conferences are in 
Philadelphia, Dayton with the SWS 
hosting in 2020 in Long Beach, CA. on 
the renowned and upgraded Queen 
Mary. 
 
Now down to some business… 
 
At the Spring SWS Meeting in Oakland 
the members voted to have the option to 
conduct electronic ballot election votes 
within the Section and Chapters. We 
have updated our SWS Bylaws and 
Standing Rules to be aligned with the 99s 
International procedures to reflect that 
option. As chapters, you can make the 
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decision to conduct electronic ballot 
elections or use paper ballots 
yourselves. The size of the chapter 
is key to whether electronic ballot 
elections are practical and economic. 
I suggest that officers look at the 
SWS Bylaws and Standing Rules      
(http://sws99s.org/members-
only/general-section-information/ ) to 
guide your decision and to update 
any needed wording in your chapter 
Bylaws.  
 
In addition to voting the new SWS 
Bylaws and Standing rules an 
Election Procedures Committee 
(EPC) Chair was appointed to select 
the electronic ballot elections vendor 
per the guidelines established by the 
International Board. The EPC chair 
and her committee have started the 
process for the SWS members to 
conduct electronic ballot voting this 
spring. More details will be sent to 
you on how to vote as we move 
closer to the SWS 2018-2020 
elections. This is a transition period 
for the SWS and we are setting up 
the standard for how SWS elections 
will be handled in the future. 
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Phoenix Chapter has volunteered to host 
the Winter Workshop.  The date is 
Saturday, January 27, 2018. The 
workshop topic will be “Scholarships”.  
Please send me questions, topics you 
want covered, or information on 
scholarships that you have so we include 
them in the Workshop. 

More details will be available as Phoenix 
finalizes their plans. 

Last, on our SWS website is a calendar 
that chapters can use to post their 
events.  Unfortunately, it is not being 
used very much.  Take a look at it 
http://sws99s.org/events/ and see if 
posting on the calendar could help your 
chapter and fellow 99s to know about 
and want to attend your upcoming 
events. 

 

Your SWS Governor, 

Alice Talnack 
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Section Officers 

Governor: 
 Alice Talnack – Monterey Bay 

Vice-Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Secretary: 
 Michaele Serasio – Monterey Bay 

Treasurer: 
 Felicia Hoppe – Sutter Buttes 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Barbara Crooker – Mount Shasta 

Directors: 
 Paula Sandling - San Fernando Valley 
 Lynn Meadows – Reno High Sierra 

Nominating Committee Chair: 
 Pat Chan – Bay Cities 

Nominating Committee: 
Elaine LeCain - Bakersfield 
Sally Biggin – Redwood Coast Flyers  
Barbara Boot – Mount Shasta 
Catherine Santa Maria - San Joaquin  
Valley 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 
Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

Design & Layout 
Dea “Cooper” Payette 
Bakersfield Chapter 

 

 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2016-2018 

 
Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight 

 
Flying Activities: 

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 
Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 
Flying Activities  Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

 WINGS Program Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
 
Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities 

for women and aviation education in the community 
 
Education & Chapter Development: 

Aerospace Education  Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 
Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 
Membership  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Associate Members Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Sister Sections  Marye Anne Read, Reno Area 

 
Communication: 

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 
Southwesterly Layout Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 
SWS Website  Claudia Contreras, Monterey Bay 

 
Awards: 

Awards Chairman  Paula Sandling, San Fernando Valley 
AE Scholarship  Lori Parker, Ventura County 
Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 
WPOY  Linda Mae Draper-Hivert, Reno Area 
 

Pilot Careers:  Candace Harding, San Joaquin Valley 
  
 
 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique 
history of women in aviation 

 
History: 

Historian  Anita Lewis, Rio Colorado 
Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 
Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 
 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 
Forest of Friendship  Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 
Scrapbook  Open 

 
Administrative: 

Tax  Penny Nagy, Sutter Buttes 
 Lianne Oakes, Orange County  
By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 
Nominating  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 
Insurance  Open 

 
 

sws99s.org 
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Letter from the Editor 
I’m launching into an unusual editor’s message. I was 
encouraged to share this with you and I do that in the 
hope that it will encourage, enlighten, and protect my 
fellow women pilots.  

This organization of women is so special that I can’t 
possibly find the words to convey it to you. I have been 
involved with many organizations, some of them 
exclusively women, and never have I experienced the 
level of love, support, and camaraderie that I have 
found here. 

It has been a long road for me over the past three and a 
half years after my significant other (Joe Miceli) died in 
a crash with his C120 outside of Carson City on a 
routine grocery run that I typically made in my C150. 
We were together for sixteen years and his daughter 
was so dear to me, and his step son as well. We lived 
together through the girls’ high school years (my 
daughter was the same age) and continued into our 
journey to Nevada, etc. Things went all sideways after 
his tragic death. We weren’t married, many things were 
not jointly owned, and the C150 that he bought for me 
to learn to fly was never transferred into my name. He 
was 59 and an extremely accomplished pilot with no 
health issues, so it wasn’t something we thought about. 
Unfortunately, for reasons I will never understand, 
people choose to forget who you were to them. The 
love you showed for them and what you’ve done for 
them disappears when there is something to be gained. 
I lost the whole family, my home and my beloved C150. 
For some unknown reason, they even told the broker 
not to talk to me about the airplane when it was up for 
sale, despite negotiations and a cash offer from me 
before the transfer. Who knows what goes on in 
people’s minds? 

Through the efforts of another dear friend and 99s 
Chapter member, Sandy Goetze, I was connected with 
the person who purchased that airplane.  She met him 
and got to fly with him, then gave me a birthday gift by 
arranging a flight.  He happens to be an A&P and CFI. 
He did the annual on it and fixed some things that 
needed to be fixed. After my birthday flight in June, he 
told me he was going to sell it. Long story short, on 
August 20th, with financing help from my hero big 
brother, I became the official new owner of my beloved 
N714SS.   

She is back at her home airport (NV33) where a 
neighbor there gave me hangar space, and it was a 
total God thing.I had lost hope of getting her back, but 
God had a plan. He used my enemies (who used to be 
my family) and my friends to make this plan happen. 

George (the owner) did my BFR and the annual on the 
plane. I had some emotional hurdles to vault. It had 
been three and a half years since I flew. The mechanics 
of it didn’t bother me and when I did my “birthday” flight 
it felt good. But then I got stuck inside my head and saw 
a CFI evaluating me who had a slightly different pattern 
speed he wanted me to do. My skills were a little rusty 
(i.e. sloppy), although very functional to land the plane. 
Then as it got closer to the day I would take her home I 
got insecure. I know I’ve read something like this from 
someone in another chapter newsletter. We all go 
through our self-doubt. In my case, I also had the 
accident in my head. If Joe, who was a 20+ year pilot of 
5000+ hours in multiple aircraft, with a MEI, MCFI and 
MCFII, who had even flown turbo props for Ameriflight, 
could die on the way back from a routine trip to Carson 
how could I possibly expect to survive as a pilot? 

I fought it all back (not because I’m so tough but 
because I had to), and brought my little airplane home 
where she and I belong together. When George said it 
was obvious that I was used to the airport (which has a 
very narrow paved runway) I told him that the hardest 
part of the landing was seeing through the fog of tears 
in my eyes when I saw that site pattern of my runway 
ahead knowing that we were home again. 

This may not be a popular view to some, but to me it 
was my ultimate (hardest thing ever) letting go and 
letting God time. When I thought I would not have a 
chance to get my airplane back I started making plans 
to buy another airplane, but God’s plane emerged. It 
was not what I expected, but it is what I dreamed. I’m 
good with whatever comes next. God has a plan, and 
it’s awesome! (by the way, it may not be my plan, but I 
trust it will be awesome!)   

Whatever your goal is, go for it because it may change 
a little in a good way. 

Blessings, blue skies, calm winds and the grace of God 
to all,   

Jeanne 

In the next issue let’s gather information on the current 
issues of general aviation. Please send us what you 
know about ADF-B requirements. I’ve been hearing that 
there are a lot of companies that are trying to give us 
small aircraft pilots some affordable options for an ADF-
B out system. There were some presented at Oshkosh 
this year.  If members have factual information about 
this please share it with the rest of us. 
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2017-2018 Calendar 
 

 
September 13-17, 2017 

Reno National Championship Air Races 
KRTS Reno-Stead airport, Stead, 

Nevada 
 

September 29 -October 1, 2017 
Fall SWS meeting 

Mt Shasta & Redwood Flyer Chapters 
 

November 3-4, 2017 
Fall International Board Meeting 

Oklahoma City, OK 
 

November 9-12, 2017 
Havasu 600 Air Race 

Havasu, AZ 
 

January 27, 2018  
Phoenix Chapter host of the Winter 

Workshop 
The workshop topic will be “Scholarships” 

 
April 27-29, 2018 

Spring SWS meeting 
Bakersfield 

 
July 4-8, 2018 

99s International Conference 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
July 16-21, 2019 

99s International Conference 
Dayton, OH 

 
July 8-12, 2020 

99s International Conference 
Long Beach, CA 

 
 

SWS 99s Fall 2017 Meeting 
Mt. Shasta 99s and Redwood Coast Flyers 

September 28th-October 1, 2017 
Red Lion Inn, Redding, CA 

 

January 27, 2018  
Phoenix Chapter  

host of the Winter Workshop 
The workshop topic will be 

“Scholarships” 
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Ratings and 
Accomplishments 

 

Ratings 

Hailey Tuax – Private Pilot 
Reno High Sierra Chapter 

 
Lisa Keinholz – Seaplane Rating 

Ventura County Chapter 
 

Jennifer Engel – Private Pilot 
Ventura County Chapter 

 
Alison Barker – Tailwheel Endorsement 

Ventura County Chapter 
 

Christina Loga – Instrument Rating 
San Fernando Valley Chapter 

 
Jenna Lohneis – Private Pilot 
San Fernando Valley Chapter 

 
 
 
 
 

Accomplishments 
 

Camile Binkley Tricomo – Instrument 
Written Test 

         Reno High Sierra Chapter 
 

Molly Culver – Solo 
Ventura County Chapter 

 
Madelief Schelvis – Solo 

 
 

 

National Intercollegiate Flying 
Association 

(NIFA) 
Safety Conference (Safecon) 

November 13-18, 2017 
 

The next Safecon Region II Meet will be November 
13-18, 2017.  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
(ERAU) is hosting the event in Prescott at Ernest A. 
Love Field. (PRC)   Please put it on your calendar to 
come out and help.  We are getting more technical 
oriented—using I-pads for landings and “go pros” for 
navigation.  The Message Drop is still hands on and 
lots of fun. 

Region II teams participating are California Baptist 
University, Mt San Antonio College, Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, San Jose State University, 
San Diego Christian College.  We have three more 
that may attend; Cochise College, Cypress College & 
Orange Coast College.  

We will need lots of volunteers for this event, 
especially with the landings and navigation.  Please 
consider volunteering if only for a day.  Competition 
events include three written tests; Aircraft Identification 
(ACID), Simulated Comprehensive Air Navigation 
(SCAN), & Computer Accuracy. Other events are; Pre-
flight, Simulator, CRM, and IFR  ( conducted with 
individual students) and the Team Events which are;  
Navigation,  Landings -Power Off and Power On, and 
the Message Drop. 

Of course, WEATHER RULES and the schedule can 
change in an instant.  Saturday is the Banquet where 
awards are given out. 

For more information about Region II’s competition go 
to www.nifa.aero.  Scroll down on the right side to ‘Site 
map’.  Click on Schools.  That will take you to the 
page with the map and list of schools by region.  Just 
below the map is a sentence about the calendar.  “the 
calendar” is in blue.  Click on it and it will take you to 
the calendar of events.  Page down to November and 
you will see Region II.  Click on the blue-for more 
information.  Don’t worry about your experience.  As 
long as you are a pilot or student pilot, we can use 
your help. 

.You can also find more information at: 
flygoldeneagles.com/regionals2017.   
 

Virginia Harmer 
NIFA Chair, SWSection 
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CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

1

Bakersfield Chapter 
 
The ladies of this Chapter have been working diligently 
to plan a fun Spring Section meeting in 2018.  They also 
attended the state of the art equipped new aviation 
facility of the North High School to welcome in young 
female teens pursuing aviation careers.  The chapter 
invites and welcomes the SWS to attend their 70th 
anniversary celebration. 
 
 
Bay Cities Chapter 
 
These women are always busy and always flying. 
September 9th is their annual poker run. They are 
planning several more fly-ins, had a campout/fly-in at 
Boonville, participated in a Rosie Rally and a book 
reading at Oakland Aviation Museum of “Seized by the 
Sun” about the life and disappearance of WWII pilot 
Gertrude Thompkins.  
 
Fullerton Chapter 
 
This group does some great fly-ins throughout the year, 
and participates in events from other Chapters. They are 
currently planning a camping fly-in to Havasu. There 
were seven of the Fullerton members at Oshkosh for the 
WomenVenture photo! 
 
Monterey Bay Chapter 
 
This Chapter is having a garage sale fundraiser. What a 
great idea! They were invited to participate in the Paso 
Robles Air Fest in August, and a Cal Pilots Expo in 
October. The Chapter’s 52nd anniversary was celebrated 
in August. It looks like August was filled with activities 
like FAASafety seminars, National Aviation Day, and 
Young Eagles as well.  
 
Reno Area Chapter 
 
In June the Chapter had their installation dinner, and 
they participated in the Carson Airport Open House and 
Young Eagles in Stead. They said farewell to long time 
member, Shirley Thom, at a luncheon as Shirley moves 
to southern California. Some members attended Bonnie 
Seymour’s celebration of life with friends and family at 
Bonnie’s home at Lake Tahoe. The Reno Air Races are 
coming up in September, and it is a big focus for the 
Chapter as they organize to work the whole week as 
their annual fundraiser.  
 
Reno High Sierra Chapter 
 
This Chapter has been very busy attending the Truckee 
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Air Show, Hot August Nights as a fundraiser, and Young 
Eagles in Silver Springs. They will also be focusing on 
work at the Reno Air Races in September. 
 
Sacramento Valley Chapter 
 
The Chapter was invited to be part of the American 
Heritage Girls Group visit to Auburn airport in August. 
September will be all about the Capital Airshow and 
working that event.  
 

San Fernando Valley Chapter 
 
San Fernando Chapter also had a garage sale for a 
fundraiser.  They have been working on Girl Scout 
events, presentations, airport open houses and selling 
aviation bags and scarves. There were a number of 
members at International in San Antonio. There is a 
great article in their newsletter about member, Jan 
Wood, who was a WASP.   
 
 
Ventura County Chapter 
 
Member Wilma Melville was awarded the International 
99s Humanitarian award for her work with the National 
Disaster Search Dog Foundation! They were very busy 
working the AOPA Fly-in during our spring section 
meeting. They have done so many things in the past 
year it couldn’t possibly be reporting in one minute, not 
the least of which is working on the phase II of the 
Viewport at Camarillo Airport. They have 112 members 
now! The chapter newsletter is being expanded and will 
be accepting advertising in the publication.  Ventura was 
well represented at the International conference and 49 
½ Art Phillips received the George Palmer Putnam 
award. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the activities of our 
Chapters, visit our Southwest Section website where 
more newsletters are posted and the Spring Chapter 
reports are posted in the Members Only section 



 7 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

 

  

Top Ten Tips for AE Memorial Scholarship Applicants 
 

Lori Parker 
 

1. Plan ahead! Know the requirements of what you are applying for. For example, if you want to 
earn Commercial ticket, you need 250 cross country hours. If you only have seventy-five and the 
deadline is a month out, you may want to rethink your timing. Remember, the AE scholarship does 
not pay for building time. 

2. Ensure your goals are realistic. If you need to have 40 additional cross country hours before the 
mandatory update deadline, is that a realistic goal? As we know, weather and plane maintenance 
don’t always cooperate with our preferred timing.  

3. Volunteer in Aviation Related Activities. Demonstrate that you are dedicated to sharing your 
enthusiasm for aviation with others and that you support your chapter’s success. 

4. Confirm you have the correct medical for the rating you are applying for. One of the common 
issues we see is the applicant’s medical is not the correct class required to exercise the privileges of 
the certificate or rating sought. 

5. Read the directions carefully. Yes, there are a lot of items to complete on the application. Read 
and re-read to make sure you have complied with all the requirements and you have exactly what is 
asked for. No more-no less. For example, it they want one recommendation letter, don’t send two.  

6. Write an Awesome Essay. Start early! Remember your essay is a window into your passion. 
Express it well! Answer the question, “Why should they choose ME?” Have several people read it 
and be honest with you. Is it a “winning” essay? Be willing to rewrite and fine-tune. 

7. Ensure your application is neat, tidy, and complete. Typing is a great way to ensure the judges 
can read your application. And don’t leave blank spaces -use ‘NA’ so the judges know that you 
have acknowledged the question. Take time to make quality, clear and readable copies of required 
documents. It seems obvious, but we sometimes receive copies which are skewed on the page which 
can signal to the judges you were in a rush. Also, make sure to put your name on copied pages (and 
every page of the application for that matter). Remember to keep your logbook neat, complete and 
each full page signed. Total your hours and ensure your addition is correct. Oh yes, and flag your 
currency date so the judges don’t have to search for that information. 

8. Get an outstanding recommendation letter. Make sure you choose an individual who can speak 
to your character and articulate this information effectively. 

9. Get to know your Chapter AE Chairperson. Remember, she will also be writing a 
recommendation letter for you and you want her to know your intention to apply, what you have 
already accomplished and what you intend to achieve in the future both for yourself and the 99s.  

10. Remember the mandatory updates. If you have completed more training, flew more hours 
towards your goal or finished a pre-requisite rating, let the Trustees know by the deadline. This can 
really help your application move up the ladder of consideration! 
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Flying – Just Do It! 

By Liz Sommers, Alameda County Chapter 
 

The first officer on the Boeing 727 first graced my lowly purser presence when he determined he had to relieve his coffee 
filled bladder midflight on our trip from OAK-DEN. After using the facilities, he strutted his cocky pilot stuff into the galley, 
looked around, and queried, “So, how do you get the coffee maker to work?” 

I thought that I probably had more brain cells than this “idget”, and if he could fly an airplane, so could I!  I decided in that 
moment that I was going to be a pilot.  When I landed in Denver, I saw my roommate from flight attendant training back in 
1995. I could hardly contain myself and blurted out, “Guess what? I am going to be a pilot!”  I knew if I told someone, then I 
would have to just do it! 

Being on a budget, I went to my local library and checked out “Stick and Rudder.”  Although “Stick and Rudder” was written 
in 1944, it talks about basic flying skills, the same skills that are learned everywhere by student pilots in the sweaty cockpits 
of the 21st century.  Only a few chapters into it, I took my introductory flight at the Alameda Aero Club.  How cool that I was 
using that rudder thing I had just read about while actually performing my first climbs and turns! 

As a single mom, juggling life, work and my tiny family, I was flying about once a week while my daughter was in 
kindergarten, and studying on my layovers at work.  I was scheduled to take my checkride one year later in September 
2001.  Unfortunately because a few men chose to use something I love to commit an act of terrorism, I was grounded for a 
month.  In October, when the FAA lifted flight restrictions for general aviation, I finally became an aircraft, single-engine land 
(ASEL) PILOT! 

Over the next year, I studied for my instrument rating.  Well, I just wasn’t getting it through self-teaching and decided I 
needed to enroll in a class.  At the time, Sierra Academy of Aeronautics was based at OAK, so I scheduled a visit with the 
chief pilot.  I was told that I wouldn’t be able to attend, since it was a Part 141 school, and they had classes daily, followed 
by flights in the afternoon.   My current job as a flight attendant “only” gives me off 3 – 4 days a week, so I would miss 
classes, and not be able to meet their curriculum.  A few months later, I went back, with the conviction that I was going to do 
it, and told the chief pilot just that, along with the plan of how I was going to make up the work that I missed.  She said, “OK.”    

I had paid for my Private Pilot Certificate with all my savings.  With no money laying around to pay for flight training, I took 
out loans over the next six years to cover the following:  Instrument rating, Commercial Multi-engine License, Commercial 
single engine add on, and Flight Instructor.  Again, I flew only when my daughter was in school on my days off of work, and 
studied on my layovers.  Through the fun of flying and learning, I was continually taking out additional loans, when the 
money I had taken out would run out just before a checkride!  (As a side note, I spent roughly $100K on my flight training.  
The loans I took out will be paid off in two more months!) 

In 2006, just before finishing my CFI training, I exhausted my funds yet again.  Sierra Academy had just moved from OAK to 
LVK and I wasn’t planning on driving all the way out to LVK every day.   

Then I cartwheeled down a ski slope with my skis still attached (yes literally, this isn’t a metaphor for life struggles), which 
put me on the ground for 3 months.  To make use of the time on the ground, I ended up driving out to LVK for some ground 
lessons, working on my instructor rating (at least my driving leg was still intact).  While grounded from work and flying, I did 
something else I love in order to earn some money. I was commissioned to do an oil painting for a friend’s house.   The 
additional income allowed me to go to Sheble Aviation in Kingman, AZ in the fall to take the CFI course.   

For me, it was a refresher course of everything I had done at Sierra, and a chance to study for a week without any 
interruptions.   It was 4 pm in the afternoon before I was scheduled to take the checkride.  I was sitting in the flight school 
doing some last minute studying, and watching planes land.  The Cessna 172RG I was scheduled to take the checkride with 
the next morning landed with a major maintenance issue which, after short inspection, would ground the airplane for at least 
6 weeks.  My CFI and I flew from KIGM to KVGT to pick up a Piper Arrow so I could take my checkride in that instead.  I 
called the examiner the eve before to let him know, and he kept telling me that we could reschedule it, because he would 
hate to fail me if I wasn’t familiar with all the systems in the Arrow.  Well, when an examiner keeps telling you something like 
that . . . you reschedule.  I rescheduled it for two weeks later, which was my next block of time off with work.  The night 
before I flew back to Kingman for the checkride, the examiner went in to the hospital.  I rescheduled yet again for the next 
block of time I had off, another two weeks later.  The good news:  the first time I was there, it was 115 degrees F, the second 
time I was schedule to go it was down to 105, and the third time, it was a balmy 95!  Despite one of the landing gear lights 
consistently going out while flying downwind in the pattern, and having to do the manual gear extension for every landing, I 
passed with flying colors and received many compliments from the examiner! 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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I started instructing at Alameda Aero Club and Oakland Flyers.  Within six months, I was instructing exclusively at 
Alameda Aero Club.  Two years later, I received a 99s scholarship to get my CFII.  I went to Sheble Aviation in Kingman, 
AZ again for a quick course to get my CFII. 

In 2008, I finally had the hours to apply for the airlines (as a pilot this time instead of a flight attendant)!  I was selective in 
who I wanted to work for.  I had gone to a Skywest open house, but was unable to apply since I did not have 100 hours 
multi-engine time.  I had an interview with Mesa scheduled, but cancelled it because I knew I didn’t want to work for that 
airline.  (I had now been working for an airline for 13 years, and knew the difference between working for a great airline, 
and a rotten airline.  With my experience, it just happened to be one in the same, and I didn’t need to go to work for 
another crappy airline!)  I had volunteered for the 99s at a Woman in Aviation (WIA) conference in LA.  I went there 
seeking information on companies, and was awarded with an interview with Horizon.  Horizon has three interviews 
scheduled in the morning, one with the chief pilot, one with Human Resources, and a technical interview.  If you pass 
those three, you get fingerprinted and drug tested and go on to fly the simulator in the afternoon.  My interviews were so 
stellar, that after only two of the interviews, they fingerprinted me and were about give me the drug test.  Someone 
caught the error and I had to return to the lobby until the third interview was completed.  The final interview went well, and 
I completed the drug test and headed to the simulator.  The simulator was great, except it was a brand new Frasca 142, 
unlike the very old Frasca 142 I had spent hours practicing on in preparation for the interview.   Although my flight in the 
simulator was great, complete with DME arc, a missed approach, and back in for another approach, I couldn’t hold my 
altitudes, and thus my airspeeds were also off.  It was like riding a gentle roller coaster the entire flight.  Yikes.  The chief 
pilot called me a few days later, asking how I thought I did.  Except for my altitudes (and resulting airspeeds), the flight 
was great.  She agreed, and told me they would like to see me a little closer to the parameters they wanted.  However, 
they would love to have me, so I should reapply and come back in six months! 

I was so relieved that I didn’t get the job!   I was so surprised, as this is what I had been aiming towards for the past 
seven years!  I was so worried about many things if I had gotten the job.  I was going to have to figure out where to send 
my daughter for three and a half months while I was in training.  I knew what a reserve schedule was like, and was 
worried about being gone for five days at a time, commuting to work at either PDX or SEA, when my daughter was 
starting high school.  Who can leave a teenager at home by themselves for that long?!  I was stressed about the huge 
pay cut, and how was I going to afford not only my rent, as well as her high school tuition, a crash pad, and even food for 
the table!  I realized that if I really wanted to do this, I could reapply in four years when she was out of high school.  

For now, I was able to have a somewhat decent schedule at work, with weekends off, I was able to set my schedule 
instructing students, and was able to fly traffic watch as well.  I had the best of all worlds!  And, I was flying! 

Although my goals had changed, I was and still am doing what I love!   

Somewhere in that time, I was nominated to take a seat on the Board of Directors at the Alameda Aero Club, and dubbed 
with the title of Chief Pilot, a title that keeps growing on me.  Like a plane that I’ve molded my personal behind to sit in, I 
find the position more comfortable and satisfying with every landing, with every new student pilot solo, with every new 
member, and with every new instructor at the club.  

In the spring of 2016 I had applied for a scholarship to get a tail dragger endorsement.  I didn’t get it, just like many other 
scholarships I had applied for.  A few months later, I got a call saying that through the generosity of Tailwinds Etc., and 
Ladies Love Taildraggers, they were awarding additional scholarships, and I had been number one on the standby list!  In 
the fall of 2016, on the tail of Hurricane Hermine, I flew to Florida, and was awarded a tailwheel endorsement at KLAL. 

 In the spring of 2017, I got my UAS license, and am now rethinking the possibility of getting my ATP.  Hmmm, how do I 
get the funding . . . 

Through all the flying adventures and learning, the goal is to be safe and have fun while doing it.  Flying, like life, should 
always start with goals, then taking steps to accomplish those goals.  I continue to strive to learn, meanwhile marveling at 
the incredible sight of God’s great earth from a vantage point that few get to enjoy. 

No matter where you are in flight training, whether it be before your first introductory flight, downwind on your first solo, 
after you get your first license and take your loved ones up for their first flight, when you have had your first “Please copy 
down this number” instruction from ATC, or your first flight you’ve had to stay on the ground for a maintenance issue with 
the airplane, always aim for the sky, have fun and keep learning!  Go fly and just do it! 
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Those “Little Things” Overlooked or… DO Sweat the Small Stuff! 
 

Sometimes it’s the “little things” that matter. As we continue to fly, there are a whole bunch of those little things 
we do so much they become a habit. Others we thought about a lot when we were learning, but may not pay 
much attention to now. If you’ve flown the same airplane for a long time now (and this really applies most to 
those of us who are owners), there may be a tendency to “see” what you expect to see – what you’ve seen a 
whole bunch of times before. There is also a tendency to let some “little things” go unattended. They didn’t 
matter the last time you flew, and won’t matter this time – or so you convince yourself. Or maybe you’re not 
using checklists anymore because you’ve got them memorized? What happens if you’re distracted? Are you 
sure you’ll pick up exactly where you left off? Those little things can really come back to haunt you. It’s a bit like 
the old story that ends in “Oh, for the want of a nail!”  

Once in a while, I need to be reminded to pay more attention to those little things I do automatically and some 
little things that tend to get postponed due to lack of time or lack of memory(!). This month, I’d like to ask you the 
same questions I ask myself and maybe provide a few suggestions for the reasons they are worth looking at:  

When was the last time you REALLY paid attention to whether the:  

• mag switch really was “OFF” before you started pre-flight? Some switches are so old that the key will come 
out in something other than the “OFF” position. It’s a good idea to double check before you start your pre-flight 
so that you aren’t inspecting a “hot prop”.  

• windshield was clean, both outside and in - how about the back and/or side windows? Give yourself a little 
extra time on pre-flight to clean them if necessary – and maybe catch them on a post-flight, so they’ll be ready to 
go the next time (assuming the aircraft is hangared).  

• tires were properly inflated and had no threads showing? Keep a tire pressure gauge in the side pocket where 
you keep your fuel sampler so you can check pressure. When you pull the aircraft out of its tie-down, look at the 
tires as they’re rolling out to make sure the tread is OK.  

• nose strut was at the proper inflation level? This may be a bit of a “SWAG”, but you can usually tell at a 
glance if it’s too high or has collapsed entirely (THAT one’s really obvious when it happens).  

• alternator drive belt was tight and in good condition? Give it a tug to ensure it’s not loose as you do your 
walk-around, and take a good look for cracks, especially if it’s been on there for a while. If you lose your 
alternator in flight, your electrical system will depend solely on the battery and may not last very long.  

• air filter was clean and attached properly? Check the bracket for loose screws, etc., and if the filter looks like 
it’s clogged up, get a new one. Your engine will be very sluggish if it can’t breathe properly.  

• fuel caps were on tight? If you fly your own aircraft, you can just about guarantee the caps are on right by 
always doing the fueling yourself. (OK, I admit to being a “nut” about this, but I’ve never had a problem with the 
caps being on wrong, either!) Make sure the O-ring seals are in good condition, too. If your plane sits outside, 
water can leak right past cracked O-rings (or even those that have become hardened and not cracked). Note 
that “umbrella” style caps usually keep water from leaking in, but they can be put on incorrectly allowing water in 
or fuel to escape. It’s pretty embarrassing to take off and notice fuel streaming off the trailing edge of your wing 
(expensive, too).  

• fuel had been in the tanks long enough for water to precipitate out before you checked them (15-20 min.)? If 
you add fuel and then take off immediately, you take your chances. Better to add fuel at the end of a flight so the 
water will have long since gone to the sumps. Don’t rely on the fuel 1 For want of a nail, the shoe was lost; For 
want of the shoe, the horse was lost; For want of the horse, the rider was lost; For want of the rider, the battle 
was lost; For want of the battle, the kingdom was lost, And all for the want of a horseshoe nail. NINETY-NINES 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY AUGUST 201713 CK Ferguson Page 2 of 2 08/04/17 7:14 PM vendor either. Even if 
you’ve never in 20 years had watery/dirty fuel from “so-and-so’s” fuel pumps, there’s always a first time. Do you 
really want to risk it?  
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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pitot tube was really clear – how about the static ports? While we don’t have “mud daubers” in this area, it’s still 
possible to get a clogged pitot tube. Take a flashlight and shine it in there to make sure. While you’re at it, also 
check the crankcase breather tube to make sure it’s open. Don’t know where that is? Ask a mechanic to show 
you. The tube is there to relieve internal crankcase pressure. If there’s no pressure relief, your crankcase could 
crack open – SO not good!  

• dip stick was screwed in properly? With some airplanes, this is a real art – not too tight and not too loose, but 
just right. Too loose is more of a problem, as oil tends to make a big mess when it leaks out.  

• brakes were OK and the pad still had wear on it? If you don’t know what to look for, get someone 
knowledgable to show you. The brake mechanism needs to be firmly attached, and the pad needs to have a 
minimum thickness.  

• antennas were firmly attached and clean? Granted, antennas don’t normally come loose, but that’s what 
you’re checking for during preflight. They don’t work as well when they’re oily and dirty, either. Be sure to check 
the ones that may be under the aircraft and wipe off any oil residue.  

• airplane had a light spray of oil on the cowl, windshield, landing gear, or prop which would indicate the 
beginnings of an oil leak? Even a little oil makes a BIG mess. The location of a “mist” of oil can help determine 
where it’s coming from. Unfortunately, there are LOTS of places under the cowling that can be the source for a 
leak. Experience and a good mechanic can tell you a lot.  

• altimeter and directional gyro were set during your run-up. Ever get into the air and find out that you’ve 
forgotten to set the gyro compass? It’s a lot easier to set it according to the magnetic compass when you’re on 
the ground, and it isn’t bouncing all over the place (which is why we have gyro compasses…). By the way, have 
you ever seen a magnetic compass without the fluid? If the seal gets old and allows the fluid to leak out, in flight 
you won’t be able to read it at all because it will be bouncing and jumping all over the place.  

• ammeter showed a positive rate of charge during flight? Can you hear the “alternator whine” in your headset? 
This is really important to check at night, or you may find yourself flying in a dark cockpit. By the way, are your 
flashlights close at hand? Are the batteries good?  

• mags ground properly after a flight? (is the “P-Lead” disconnected?) I’ve had this happen to me at least 4 
times in my flying career. The key gets to the “OFF” position on the momentary check and the engine keeps 
running smoothly. The “P-Lead” is disconnected and the magnetos are “hot”. Uh oh. Do not pass GO, do not 
collect $200, just get it fixed ASAP!! The trouble is that you really don’t know on pre-flight (unless your cowling 
lets you look easily and you know where to look) whether the P-Lead is connected or not, so you have to 
assume it’s not. That means you have to treat the prop as though it would start turning with the slightest 
provocation.  

It’s part of our human characteristics to become so accustomed to familiar tasks that we “see” what we expect to 
see if we aren’t concentrating. I know I have to constantly remind myself during pre-flight to pay attention, not 
get distracted, and to double-check if I’m in any doubt. I always take one last walk around the airplane before I 
get in it just to make sure everything is looking OK. The list above contains just a sample of those “little things” 
that it’s possible to overlook. I’ll bet you can think of lots more. Have a safe flight!  

 
 
Claudia Ferguson, Safety  
San Fernando Valley 99s  
Aviation Safety Counselor  
© CK Ferguson 2017 
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Serena Whelchel 
Monterey Bay Chapter 
Serena Whelchel was our Monterey Bay Chapter 99s 
Aviation Scholarship recipient in 2013. 
Sadly, she died this past August doing her job, a 
tandem parachute instructor in Utah. 
Whelchel and her student, Wendi Gabaldon, 41, of 
Tooele, Utah, both sustained critical injuries during 
the jump and were declared dead at a nearby 
hospital, according to Nephi police and a press 
release issued by Skydive Wasatch, the business 
that organized the jump. 
 
Whelchel was 35 years old and lived in Monterey 
California prior to coming to Salida, Utah. 
 
Airport Manager Zechariah Papp jumped with her, 
too, and said he would have jumped with her again. 
“She had thousands of jumps. She was good at what 
she did,” said Papp. 
Whelchel “was part of the airport family from the 
moment she came to Salida,” and she created 
excitement at the airport with her friendly demeanor 
and her plans to operate Skydive Salida at Harriet 
Alexander Field”, Papp said. 
 
“Everyone loved her. A lot of people knew her here 
and liked her and were happy to have another 
aviation business that was going to operate out of 
here. It’s devastating to see someone so young and 
youthful have their time ended so short”. 
 
Anything helps as we look to raise funds to settle her 
final expenses and set up a trust for her 7-year old 
son, Wesley.  
If you would like to make a personal donation to help 
her family the donation website is: 
 
https://www.gofundme.com/memorial-fund-serena-
whelchel 
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Eleanor Todd 

1929 – June 16, 2017 

Orange County Chapter 

Eleanor L. Todd, beloved wife, mother, sister and 
grandmother, passed away after a brief illness on 
June 16, 2017 in Newport Beach. She was born in 
Los Angeles to Frank and Hilda Simmons in 1929. 
Eleanor and her younger sister grew up in the Los 
Angeles area and attended Alexander Hamilton High 
School. It was at Hamilton High that Eleanor met her 
future husband Robert "Bob" Todd, who became a 
distinguished jurist for the Orange County Superior 
Court. They married in 1948. Shortly thereafter 
Eleanor began work drafting technical drawings for 
Douglas Aircraft. In 1963, the family moved to Tustin 
and Eleanor volunteered for the John Tracy Clinic, a 
non-profit education center for infants and young 
children with hearing loss, where she organized the 
Clinic's annual fundraiser, the Peacock Hill National 
Horse Show. Inspired by her husband, in her mid-
40's Eleanor earned her private pilot's license. Until 
her passing, Eleanor was an active member of the 
Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines, an 
international organization for female aviators. She 
served a term as a governor of the Southwest 
Section and in 1982 was awarded the prestigious 
Pilot of the Year award.  

For years she was a docent at John Wayne 
International Airport giving tours to school children, 
teaching them about the airport and careers in 
aviation. Since 2003 she has served as a member of 
the Newport Beach City Aviation Committee. Eleanor 
lived in Newport Beach since the early 1970's where 
she enjoyed sunsets over Catalina Island and walking 
the beach. She joins her beloved husband Bob who 
passed in 2007.  

She is survived by her sister Mary Karen, her sons 
Bruce, Neil and Ryan, her daughters-in-law Lisa, 
Winnie and Pati, granddaughters Kelly and Sierra, 
and her nieces and nephews. She will be missed 
terribly by her family and friends who loved her 
dearly. A Celebration of Life is being planned for the 
fall. Donations in her honor can be made to the 
Aviation Scholarship Fund of the Orange County 99s. 
 

Published in Orange County Register from July 29 to 
July 30, 2017 (with a couple of minor corrections) 
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99s at Bonnie Seymour's celebration of life in Tahoe 
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The Scholarship Committee of the AV99s is soliciting 
a second round of applications for the 2017 Ozzie 
Levi Advanced Rating Scholarship for Women Pilots. 
There were no applications following the first 
announcement and we believe that this is because 
we failed to make it clear that it is unnecessary to be 
a member of the 99s in order to be eligible to apply. 
Please note that any woman pilot who is interested in 
pursuing advanced ratings leading toward 
certification as a flight instructor is welcome to apply. 
 
The Ozzie Levi scholarship is intended for use toward 
an advanced rating leading to a CFI, CFII, or CFIG 
certification. Use of this scholarship is not limited to 
airplane ratings; it can also be used toward advanced 
ratings leading to certification as a flight instructor in 
gliders or helicopters. Previous recipients of an Ozzie 
Levi scholarship are eligible to apply for a new award 
if they have completed the rating or certification for 
which their previous awards were made. 
 
The maximum award amount is $2,000. This 
scholarship is available through a competitive 
process to all licensed female pilots who are at least 
17 years of age and who live in, work in, or fly from 
an airport in the region served by the Antelope Valley 
Ninety-Nines. (See the “Eligibility” section of the 
announcement for all criteria.) Please see the two 
attached documents (the Announcement and the 
Application Form) for complete details. Funds will be 
disbursed incrementally upon completion of training 
milestones, such as passing the written exam, long 
cross country, etc. 
 
Application packages must be postmarked no later 
than October 16, 2017 and they must be received by 
us by October 23. The winner will be notified on or 
before November 20, 2017. No funds will be awarded 
for milestones that have been completed before the 
winner has been notified. 
 
Please share this announcement with any woman 
pilot who may be interested and who meets the 
eligibility criteria. It is not necessary to be a member 
of any chapter of the 99s in order to be eligible to 
apply for this scholarship. 
 
Questions should be addressed to scholarship-
applications-av99s@googlegroups.com 
 

Flying With Kids by Mommy Pilots of The 99s 

Does flying with a kid sound intimidating to you? No need to 
sweat! We have parent and grandparent time-tested tips 
and advice to prepare you for your flight with any age child, 
newborn to teen. We've created our very own mnemonic 
which will highlight all the important stuff you need to 
remember when packing up the kids for a cross country 
flight. Plus, we'll cover basic information to help keep you 
and your crew calm should you encounter an in-flight 
abnormality or emergency. And we'll throw in a few lessons 
learned because, well, flying with kids is never standard and 
there is no checklist for that. 

 

The revised SWS Bylaws and Standing Rules are 
posted on the SWS website under the Members Only 
section. 
  
http://sws99s.org/members-only/general-section-
information/ 

PilotSafety Scholarship 
PilotSafety.org, as one of the leaders in providing 
aviation safety classes and training, is proud to 
announce our new pilot training scholarship 
program.  The purpose of this program is to help 
pilots who are active in the FAASafety WINGS 
program achieve their next certificate or rating. 
PilotSafety will choose 4 pilots per year to receive 
$750 in money and programs to help them along in 
their goal.  Each winner will receive $200 in 
PilotSafety training programs and a check for $550 
to use towards their training. 

Please share this info on your Facebook, etc.   

For more information visit www.PilotSafety.org 
 

Karen Johnson Solo Scholarship 

Brenna Koeppen was awarded the 2017 Karen 
Johnson Solo Scholarship at The 99s Aviation 
Appreciation Dinner. She is from Sheboygan Falls, 
Wisconsin, is 16 years old and recently completed 
her first solo flight.  She is training in a Cirrus SR20 
at Lakeland University’s flight school. 
Congratulations, Brenna! 
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The city of Santa Monica renewed the lease for The Museum of Flying this morning in a brief 
ceremony at the Museum. Some of the attending dignitaries are pictured from left to right... 
Clay Lacy (Clay Lacy Aviation), David Price (Museum of Flying Board of Directors), 
SM Councilmember Tony Vazquezh, Dan Ryan Director, Museum of Flying SM Mayor 
Pro Tempore Gleam Davis, Si Robin (Sensor Systems) and Betty Bazar (Paula's mom), 
SM Mayor Ted Winterer 
 
By Connie Schurr 
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The National Champion Air Races held in Reno, Nevada 
Stead Air Force Base 

September 13-17, 2017 
Contact Reno Air Racing Association for tickets 
Ph:  775-972-6663  or www.airrace.org/tickets 
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SWS Meeting Rotation 
Governor, Alice Talnack 

SOUTHWEST SECTION MEETING SCHEDULE 

       

    # ACTIVE  WINTER 

DATE CHAPTER LOCATION PRIOR MEMBERS  WORKSHOP 

Fall 2017 Mount Shasta 
Redwood Coast 

Redding  25/10  2010/2013 

Spring 2018 Bakersfield Bakersfield S 2013 32   

Fall 2018 San Gabriel TBD  40   

Spring 2019 Sacramento Valley TBD  26   

Fall 2019 San Luis Obispo County TBD  27   

Spring 2020 Santa Rosa TBD  29   

Fall 2020 Ventura County TBD  100  2015 

Spring 2021 Placer Gold TBD  18   

Fall 2021 Rio Colorado TBD  13   

Spring 2022 Sedona Red Rockets TBD  21   

Fall 2022 Reno High Sierra TBD S 2000 46   

Spring 2023 Long Beach TBD S 2001 38   

Fall 2023 Tucson TBD F 2002 48   

Spring 2024 Santa Barbara TBD F 2004 32   

Fall 2024 Las Vegas Valley TBD F 2005 11   

Spring 2025 Santa Clara Valley TBD F 2007 75  2016 

Fall 2025 Imperial So-Lo TBD S 2008 13   

Spring 2026 Coachella TBD S 2008 17   

Fall 2026 Utah TBD F 2008 24   

Spring 2027 Phoenix TBD S 2009 76   

Fall 2027 Sutter Buttes TBD F 2009 25   

Spring 2028 San Joaquin TBD S 2010 23   

Fall 2028 Orange County TBD F 2010 69  2017 

Spring 2029 San Diego TBD S 2011 106   

Fall 2029 San Fernando Valley TBD S 2012 60   

OTHER CHAPTERS:      

Disbanded Lake Tahoe    13   

Disbanded Los Angeles Palms    13   

Disbanded Mount Diablo    2   

Disbanded Yavapai    11   

Inactive Embry-Riddle/Prescott   0   

Inactive Hi-Desert   0   

Fewer than Borrega Springs Contact  1   

15 members: Fresno Contact  10   

Volunteer In-Land Empire Contact  6   

Status: Redwood Coast Flyers Help with F 2017  10   

 Alameda County No response  13   

 Marin County No response  15   
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This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to  

Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 

 

Layout Editor 

Dea “Cooper” Payette 

Bakersfield Chapter 

 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

 


