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The Fall SWS Meeting was held in 
Redding, California, jointly hosted by the 
Mt. Shasta and Redwood Coast Flyers 
Chapters. The two chapters offered 
wonderful tours of their recreational area 
and seminars on the upcoming ADS-B 
requirements and Nutrition for Pilots. 
Topics of our Business Meeting were 
converting the SWS to electronic voting 
for Spring 2018 elections, SWS updates, 
and Committee Chair Reports. Separate 
meetings were held for the Board of 
Directors and Chapter Chairs to cover 
business appropriate to each group. One 
of the items that I asked chapters to start 
doing is to add their events to the SWS 
website calendar.  This is a quick way to 
invite other 99s to your events. View the 
calendar on the SWS webpage. 
http://sws99s.org/events 

 

Plans are being made for the SWS 
January Winter Workshop, which will be 
held in Glendale Arizona, hosted by the 
Phoenix Chapter.  The hotel block dates 
are January 26 - 28 with the Workshop 
on Saturday, January 27th,  2018.  See 
the flyer in this issue for more details on 
workshop registration and hotel 
reservations. When 
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reserving your hotel room refer to 
“The 99s” for your room rate. 
Registration of $58.00 is payable at 
the workshop, no pre-registration is 
required. The theme for this 
workshop is “Scholarships”.  We will 
be looking at International, Chapter, 
and other aviation scholarship 
opportunities available to our 
members and student pilots. Please 
bring your scholarship information to 
share, your questions and 
suggestions on fundraising ideas for 
scholarships. 

 

The Spring 2018 SWS Meeting will 
be held in Bakersfield California, in 
April.                      To register and 
see the highlights of the meeting go 
to their website; 
http://ninetynines.net/sws99sBakersfi
eld/index.asp 

 

The SWS Nominating Committee, 
chaired by Pat Chan, is gearing up 
for elections this Spring.  Please see 
their poster enclosed in this issue.  
The future of this organization and 
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our SWS is in your hands. Please 
volunteer to serve as an officer.  It is a 
personal reward and a way to learn more 
about what a great organization this is. If 
you are interested the job descriptions 
(SOPs) of each officer position is 
available to read on the SWS website. 
http://sws99s.org/members-only/general-
section-information/  

 

Last, several of us from the SWS 
attended the Fall International Board 
Meeting at headquarters. During breaks 
from the Business Meetings one of my 
favorite thing to do is go upstairs and 
view the Museum. If you have not been 
to the museum lately there is a great 
video to watch on https://www.ninety-
nines.org/99s-museum-of-women-
pilots.htm.  Enjoy. 

 

Your SWS Governor, 

Alice 
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Section Officers 

Governor: 
 Alice Talnack – Monterey Bay 

Vice-Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Secretary: 
 Michaele Serasio – Monterey Bay 

Treasurer: 
 Felicia Hoppe – Sutter Buttes 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Barbara Crooker – Mount Shasta 

Directors: 
 Paula Sandling - San Fernando Valley 
 Lynn Meadows – Reno High Sierra 

Nominating Committee Chair: 
 Pat Chan – Bay Cities 

Nominating Committee: 
Elaine LeCain - Bakersfield 
Sally Biggin – Redwood Coast Flyers  
Barbara Boot – Mount Shasta 
Catherine Santa Maria - San Joaquin  
Valley 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 
Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

Design & Layout 
Dea “Cooper” Payette 
Bakersfield Chapter 

 

 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2016-2018 

 
Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight 

 
Flying Activities: 

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 
Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 
Flying Activities  Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

 WINGS Program Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
 
Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities 

for women and aviation education in the community 
 
Education & Chapter Development: 

Aerospace Education  Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 
Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 
Membership  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Associate Members Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Sister Sections  Marye Anne Read, Reno Area 

 
Communication: 

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 
Southwesterly Layout Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 
SWS Website  Claudia Contreras, Monterey Bay 

 
Awards: 

Awards Chairman  Paula Sandling, San Fernando Valley 
AE Scholarship  Lori Parker, Ventura County 
Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 
WPOY  Linda Mae Hivert, Reno Area 
 

Pilot Careers:  Candace Harding, San Joaquin Valley 
  
 
 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique 
history of women in aviation 

 
History: 

Historian  Anita Lewis, Rio Colorado 
Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 
Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 
 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 
Forest of Friendship  Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 
Scrapbook  Open 

 
Administrative: 

Tax  Penny Nagy, Sutter Buttes 
 Lianne Oakes, Orange County  
By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 
Nominating  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 
Insurance  Open 

 
 

sws99s.org 
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Letter from the Editor 
My dearest women of flight, 
 
I have been a member of the 99s for thirteen 
years and, as I’ve stated many times, this is 
the most beautifully supportive group of 
people I’ve ever known.  You are champions 
of women and others who want to reach 
beyond the bounds of comfort and convention. 
Many of you have been the recipients of this 
support in your flying and in your personal 
struggles. You celebrate the accomplishments 
of others and hold them up in times of doubt. 
Let’s celebrate and support the women and 
men that go out of their way to host us all.  
 
I like the new approach to hosting Section 
Meetings by having a revolving calendar 
assigning Chapters to host, so that the same 
Chapters are not doing most of the hosting. 
This is a good thing in many ways. Chapters 
that may have felt they couldn’t do it as well 
as the experienced members are now able to 
discover their strengths, and learn from their 
experience. We are unconventional women by 
nature in our pursuit of flight. Our approach to 
a Section Meeting is unique, as well. Of 
course, there are things in our events that 
need to happen in a particular way to 
accomplish our agenda, but other parts should 
be more flexible. Each group gets to exhibit 
their own “personality” in their event.  
 

We have a spring meeting coming up in 
Bakersfield. For those of you who have not 
had the opportunity to attend the 2013 
meeting in Bakersfield, I am encouraging you 
to attend. 

I was amused by the reaction of some around 
me when the next host was announced in 
2012. There seemed to be a very funny 
“Bakersfield? Really?” murmuring. We were 
coming from a series of “city” meetings. The 
personality of the host Chapter was so evident 
at that Bakersfield Section Meeting! It was 
fabulous and functional, and one of my 
favorite meetings ever! You can expect 
nothing less from our upcoming meeting, so 
please encourage your Chapter members to 
attend.  
 
I am excited and hope to see many of you in 
Bakersfield. 
 
Blessings of safe and glorious flight! 
 

 

-   Jeanne Pierce 

 

In the next issue let’s gather information on the current 
issues of general aviation. Please send us what you 
know about ADF-B requirements. I’ve been hearing that 
there are a lot of companies that are trying to give us 
small aircraft pilots some affordable options for an ADF-
B out system. There were some presented at Oshkosh 
this year.  If members have factual information about 
this please share it with the rest of us. 
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  2017-2018 Calendar 

 
January 27, 2018  

Phoenix Chapter host of the Winter Workshop 
The workshop topic will be “Scholarships” 

 
March 22-24, 2018 

Women in Aviation Conference 
Peppermill Hotel 

Reno, NV 
 

April 27-29, 2018 
Spring SWS meeting 

Bakersfield 
 

July 4-8, 2018 
99s International Conference 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

July 16-21, 2019 
99s International Conference 

Dayton, OH 
 

July 8-12, 2020 
99s International Conference 

Long Beach, CA 
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Ratings and Accomplishments 

Ratings 

Katie Greenwood – Commercial Pilot 
Reno High Sierra Chapter 

 
Lisa Fusano – Instrument 

San Fernando Valley Chapter 
 

Jacqui Talley-Sickles – SES 
Bakersfield Chapter 

 
Jamie Tanabe – Multi Engine 

Fullerton Chapter 
 

Jaspreet Bath – A320 Type Rating 
Bay Cities Chapter 

 
Jenn Prins – Private Pilot 
Reno High Sierra Chapter 

 
Kalista Oehmigen – Tailwheel Endorsement 

Sacramento Valley Chapter 
 
 

Accomplishments 
 

Rocky LeBard – Discover Aviation Scholarship Winner 
Reno High Sierra Chapter 

 
Lynn Gordon – Discover Aviation Scholarship Winner 

Reno High Sierra Chapter 
 

Kristina Nazimova – Solo & 
Primary Scholarship Winner 
Sacramento Valley Chapter 

 
Hailey Truax – Advanced Rating Scholarship Winner 

Reno High Sierra Chapter 
 

Renee Sandell – Professional Pilot of the Year 
Bay Cities Chapter 

 
Cindy Amoruso – Cross Country 

Sacramento Valley Chapter 
 

Janette Wohn – Solo 
Sacramento Valley Chapter 

 
 
 

HOW TO SEND A BLAST 
 
Here are some instructions to send a blast email.  
 
Please write the email EXACTLY how you would like 
our members to see it.  
 

Example:  
Dear 99s,  
Blah blah blah 
 
Thank You,  
Claudia Maciel-Contreras 

 
To send off a blast email, please send the email 
to: sws99mem@sws99s.org.  

Please keep in mind that the webmaster can 
NOT edit any blast email after submission! The 
only options the webmaster has are 'approve' or 
'reject'. If you need to correct an error, please 
send another version to the provided email 
address.  

 
Here are some pointers for a good-looking blast email:  
- Address the members (Hello ladies, Dear 99s, etc). 
(Do NOT start with 'Hey webmaster, can you please 
publish this etc.) 
- Format it like a formal letter (paragraphs, logical 
order, contact information on the bottom) 
- Make sure attachments are in PDF format 
- Please refrain from overdoing it on formatting 
(colors, size, style). A professional looking email 
should have no more than 3 styles of lettering.  
- Choose a 'sans serif' font; these are easier to process 
for the eye/brain when presented on a computer screen. 
Examples: Helvetica, Avant Garde, Arial, Geneva, or 
Gmail's Sans Serif font.  
(whereas 'serif' fonts are easier to read when printed on 
paper, such as Times Roman, Courier, New Century 
Schoolbook, Palatino and Gmail's Serif font).  
 
If you choose to use Word to write the email and copy 
the text into Gmail: under 'formatting options' (the A 
symbol next to 'send'), click the most right button (Tx). 
This will remove any formatting Word may have 
embedded in the background. Then, you can use the 
text formatting options provided by Gmail to edit the 
size/style/color of your text.  
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any further 
questions. 
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CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

1

Bakersfield Chapter 
 
CAU hosted the first annual Aviation Career Day and 
was attended by our members who reached out to 200 
local high school students.  A first flight was donated as 
a free giveaway.  The chapter invites and welcomes the 
SWS to attend their 70th anniversary celebration to be 
held Friday evening during the Spring SWS Meeting 
2018. 
 
 
Bay Cities Chapter 

There is always a lot going on in the Bay Area and this 
Chapter doesn’t miss much of it. They have had 
numerous fly-ins and airport events in the past months, 
including Fleet Week, and Hayward, Livermore and 
Salinas airport days. A showing of the documentary, 
“Aviatrix: The Katherine Sui Fun Cheung Story” was one 
of their activities in October, with the film’s director 
present to give them a full picture of their research and 
how the film was made. Member, Renee Sandell, 
received the Professional Woman Pilot of the Year 
award at our fall section meeting!  

 

Fullerton Chapter 

Of course, they are excited about giving their first 
scholarship partnering with the San Diego Chapter. The 
details are in this newsletter. There were some fun 
possible fly-ins to Havasu, Catalina, and Yuma in the 
fall. Fullerton College department of theatre arts invited 
them to a performance of W.A.S.P.. CalPilots Airfest 
2017 was in San Carlos to attend. 

 

Reno Area Chapter 

It was another busy September at the Air Races, 
followed by the Youth Aviation Adventure event in 
Minden. October brought a Nevada Day Career event at 
Cottonwood Elementary and a visit from Governor Alice 
Talnack. Their holiday meeting at the Governor’s 
mansion is held in December with donations to the local 
women’s shelter. 

 

Reno High Sierra Chapter 

September was busy with the Reno Air Races 
fundraiser. The Chapter is offering four scholarships this 
year for a total of $8,000! Their volunteer work extends 
outside of aviation and they have been involved in 
several community service projects over the last months. 
There have been fly-outs, girls’ nights and safety 
seminars to attend. 

2

 

Sacramento Valley Chapter 

One of their big events is the California Capital Air Show 
where they have a booth every year. The aerospace 
museum has asked them to contribute to a new exhibit 
focusing on California women pilots. The Chapter works 
closely with their local EAA chapter and assists with their 
Young Eagles events. In November these ladies 
celebrated their 70th birthday 

 

San Diego Chapter 

The San Diego Chapter is very excited about the 
scholarships they will be offering in partnership with the 
Fullerton Chapter. The details are in this newsletter. 
They celebrated their anniversary in October with a 
fundraiser at Fran’s hangar. Member, Claudette 
DeCourley will soon be honored by her Chapter with an 
induction into the Forest of Friendship. Some of the 
members attended the Arabian Section meeting in 
Egypt; see Dorothy’s story and photos in this newsletter 

 

San Fernando Valley Chapter 

The chapter participated in the 40th Anniversary of the 
Doo Dah Parade in Pasadena with some media 
coverage – lots of fun and tortillas! 
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Woman 
Pilot of the Year 

Nora Feddal 
San Fernando 

Chapter 

Professional Woman 
Pilot of the Year 
Renee Sandell 

Bay Cities Chapter 

2017 
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 WANTED 
CANDIDATES FOR THE UPCOMING SWS 99S BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 2018-2020 
 

Requirements for running for office: 
• Candidates shall have been a member of the Ninety-

Nines, Inc. for a period of two years by the date of 
Declaration of Intent to Seek Election. 

• Must be an active member as defined in the 
International Bylaws of the organization. 

• Must have been a Chapter Chairman, a member of the 
Section Board of Directors, or a Section Committee 
Chairman if seeking the office of for Governor or Vice 
Governor. 
 

If you are interested in applying for a position please contact a 
member of the SWS Nominating Committee: 
 Pat Chan (Chairman) chiflys@sbcglobal.net 
Sally Biggin sbiggin@thegrid.net 
Barbara Boot bboot33@comcast.net 
Elaine LeCain elecain@hotmail.com 
Catherine Santa Maria casasantamaria@yahoo.com 
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INTENT TO SEEK ELECTION 	
Southwest Section Ninety-Nines 	

2018-2020 	
 	
Office Sought* _______________________________________________________________ 	

*(Members at Large and Section Members Only are not eligible for Section Offices) 	
 	

Name _______________________________________________________________________  
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
Email address_______________________ Phone___________________________________  
 	
 	
 	
To seek election for fiscal years 2018-2020, you must have been a 99 in the Southwest Section for a minimum of two years 
prior to January 15, 2018.                	
Chapter____________________________99 Member Since__________________________  
                                  Date Reinstated (if applicable) ______________________________ 	
 	
Member Classification (Circle only one)     Active        Life 	
            	
Chapter Offices Held__________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Section Offices Held___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Committee Chairs Held (Specify Chapter, Section or International) __________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Date and/or Place of International Conventions Attended ___________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________  
 	

Section Meetings: Check all attended in the last five years.  
 

______ Spring 2017 Oakland, CA       ______ Fall 2017 Redding, CA   

______ Spring 2016 Riverside, CA    ______ Fall 2016 Palmdale, CA  

______ Spring 2015 Temecula, CA                ______ Fall 2015 Santa Cruz, CA 

______ Spring 2014 Ontario, CA                           ______ Fall 2014 Reno, NV 

______ Spring 2013 Bakersfield, CA            ______ Fall 2013 Sacramento, CA  	
     

    	

Endorsement: Candidates must seek endorsement by own Chapter or two other Chapters in the Southwest 	
Section. Chapter Chairmen running for office must have their Vice-Chairman sign the application (write “Acting 
Chairman” under Vice Chairman’s name) to indicate the chapter’s endorsement.  A Chairman seeking Section 
office should sign on the Candidate line only. Ask endorsers to sign below.  

 

 
  



 10 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

 
  



 11 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

 
  

How	and	Why	to	do	a	
Chapter	Conference	Call.	

	

Go	online	to	
www.freeconferencecall.com	

Following	the	instructions	there	you	can	
easily	create	your	account	for	free.	You	
will	be	given	a	phone	number	to	use	and	
an	access	number,	and	instructions	about	

how	to	use	it.	

Pass	this	information	along	to	your	
members,	schedule	a	conference	time,	

and	have	your	meeting.	

The	usual	communication	method	is	by	
email	to	contact	your	members	but	they	
do	not	have	to	have	email	to	participate.	

They	can	simply	use	their	phone	either	
cell	or	landline.	

This	is	user	friendly	way	to	have	a	
meeting	even	when	schedules	are	hard	to	

mesh.	You	can	have	a	preliminary	
discussion	with	members	to	determine	a	

convenient	time	and	day	and	then	
schedule	your	meeting	call.	The	phone	
number	is	a	toll	free	number	so	there	is	

no	cost	to	participate.	

If	you	desire,	minutes	can	be	taken	by	the	
secretary	just	like	a	regular	meeting.	

Votes	can	be	taken,	etc.	etc.		

Give	it	a	try!	
 

CORRECTION to article by Vicky Valdez. 
 

Cathe Fish 

Cathe' Fish has taught motivating and entertaining aviation 
safety courses in all fifty of the United States and Europe. She is 
a seventeen-year National Accident Prevention Counselor. 
Flying since 1973, she is a certified single-engine, multi-engine 
and instrument flight instructor. Her 6,000 hours of flight time 
include flying for a commuter airline, flying as a USDA contract 
pilot and teaching 300 students how to fly. Cathe' was the 
Professor of Aviation Technology at Cochise College for five 
years. She has been one of the AOPA Air Safety Foundation's 
favorite lead instructors for seventeen years, teaching four 
hundred Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinics, one hundred 
Pitch Hitter Seminars and many other safety programs. Cathe's 
Flying Companion and Advance Flying Companion seminars 
repeatedly receive rave reviews. She challenges flight 
instructors in her Become a 21st Century Flight Instructor 
program. Expert in the latest GPS technology, pilots are eager 
to fully realize their investments with her Practical Hands-On 
GPS Program. This four-hour program brings welcome relief 
and confidence to pilots wanting to fill this void in their technical 
knowledge. Cathe' amazes pilots at how quickly she makes time 
seem to fly by with her other fast-paced, lively programs, 
Decision Making, Judgment Training, Risk Management and 
Human Factors. 

We have some exciting news about our upcoming 
scholarships - the Fullerton Chapter of the Ninety-Nines 
is partnering with us to award their very first 
scholarship!  This means we will be offering two 
applicants a scholarship in January! 

First chosen applicant will receive one $2,000 award - 
Darlene Kelly Advanced Certificate/Rating Flight 
Training Scholarship (San Diego Chapter). 

Second chosen applicant will receive one $1,975 award 
- Paoli Scholarship, in honor of Sylvia Paoli (Fullerton 
Chapter). 

Each award will be used to help fund training for the 
Instrument, Commercial, Multi-Engine, or any Flight 
Instructor certificate.  Applicant must (1) be a member 
of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines, (2) have 
a current medical, and (3) have a private pilot 
license.  There is a 90 day limit to apply funds towards 
training.  Receipts for flight training must be provided 
for reimbursement up to the total amount of the 
award.   Please read the scholarship application for full 
details.  

Application deadline is December 31st. 

Download the application and select the Darlene Kelly 
Advanced Rating Scholarship to apply here: 

https://docs.google.com/docume 
nt/d/188qQwowyMn206yaL0KbNwX_A 
JLVu8zP1e6Y7IdRvXiE/edit?usp=s haring 

Both winners will be selected and announced no later 
than January 30th. 



 12 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

 
  



 13 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

  



 14 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

 
 

  

Southwest Section International Conference 2020 
Plans are well on their way for the 2020 99s International Conference in Long Beach, California. The 
dates are July 7-12, 2020, on the Queen Mary.  
We have the Queen Mary Hotel booked and lots of meeting rooms set aside for our group. The GA 
airport we plan to use will be Torrance (TOA) and the Long Beach Chapter is ready to welcome you. 
For those flying commercial you will have a choice of flying into Long Beach, LGB,  (Jet Blue, 
Southwest, Delta) or Fly into LAX. From LAX you can now hop on the Long Beach FlyAway Bus for 
$9.00 each way.  
We are in the final stages of a contract with a Travel Planner and will have more details on this later. 
We have some exciting events, Tours, and Seminars planned and will share details when they are 
finalized. 
We understand there is lots of interest from around the world which leads to what can you do to help? 
Do you have ideas for Speakers or Tours? 
Do you know someone who would be an interesting speaker? 
 Would you like to be an ambassador? A mentor for First Timers? 
Do you speak a second Language?  
We need all of these. If you can help please contact me at jeannefenimore@earthlink.net 
Lastly, We are offering an opportunity for a paid registration to the 2020 Conference. We will be selling 
tickets for this at the next few Section Meetings and Winter Workshops. Tickets are $5.00 ea. or 6 or 
$20.00. The winner will be announced at the International Conference in Dayton, Ohio in 2019. 
Please share your ideas with us. 
Jeanne Fenimore jeannefenimore@earthlink.net 
 



 15 

	
Southwest	Section	Quarterly	Newsletter	

	
	 	

 

  Jean Kaye Tinsley passed away on Tuesday, 
April 25, 2017. She was a major influence to 
many women in the field of aviation. Jean was 
born in San Francisco and graduated from 
Lowell High school. She earned an A.B. at the 
Language University of Santa Barbara and a 
M.A. in Philology. 
Jean was a pioneer woman in the field of 
aviation achieving many firsts for her Gender. 
She was a private pilot owning her own 
aircraft. She was Whirly Girl #118; when 
female helicopter pilots were few. She was the 
first female in the world to earn a rating in 
constant speed prop gyroplane and also was 
the first female in the world to fly the XV-15 
tiltrotor aircraft. She also spent many decades 
as a judge, overseeing Helicopter 
competitions around the world. Jean was an 
active member of many aviation 
organizations, and sitting on the boards of 
Whirly Girls, Helicopter Club of America and 
the 99s.  
Jean married Dr. Clarence Tinsley, now 
deceased. Three children preceded her in 
death. Survived by 3 children: Margaret 
Mulchay, William Tinsley (Joy) & Martha 
Minot; 12 grandchildren; 8 great- 
grandchildren; and 1 great-great-grandchild. 
There will be no funeral services as per Jean's 
wishes. A Celebration of Life will be held at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, please donate in 
Jean's memory to The Whirly Girls 
Scholarship or the Bay City Chapter of the 
99s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Taken from the San Francisco Chronicle 
obituaries published April 29 to May 1, 2017) 
 

Jean Kaye Tinsley 
Bay Cities Chapter 

March 24, 1927 - April 25, 2017 
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  Don't Listen To Those Naysayers...Just Go For It! 

There was a time, just out of high school, when I wanted to 
become a stewardess. Flight attendants were call 
stewardesses back then. I remember telling my father that I 
was scheduled for an interview for stewardess with a major 
airline and he promptly told me, "You don't have what it 
takes"; not a very nice way to start out on an interview.  Over 
the next few years I had quite a few interviews for stewardess 
and I never got hired.  I was very disappointed and then finally 
Capitol Airlines offered me a job as a stewardess, and I was 
so excited to have finally made it.  There were quite a few 
hoops to jump through and after all was said and done I 
decided that I didn't want to take the position.  Instead I 
wanted to become a pilot. So, off to Hawaii I went (where my 
parents had just moved) to try and get my wings. 

Step back in time to when I was a young girl and my Mom 
gave me women aviator books to read, and an amazing 
airplane ride on a DC-3, from Boston to Portland Maine for my 
9th birthday. During the flight I got invited to the cockpit and 
the stewardess took me up there to meet the Captain and Co-
Pilot. Wow, was that ever a treat. I was awestruck. What 
would it be like to learn how to fly?  I do believe "the seed was 
planted", but I didn't know it yet. 

Back to Hawaii, where I did start to learn to fly and told my 
Mom all about it and she was so excited for me. She could 
barely keep it from my Dad, but I made her promise not to tell 
him, especially since he would probably discourage me and 
say something negative. By this time I had learned to 
surround myself with positive people if I was going to get 
anywhere in this world.   

As it would be, I did finally tell my Dad after I soloed, at least 
by then I knew I could pilot an airplane by myself. He was 
flabbergasted. That did make me feel very proud of 
myself.  Finally, I had shown him I could do something he 
never thought I would be capable of doing; becoming a 
pilot.  But remember all along, my Mom, my inspiration, 
believed in me and I accomplished my dream because of her 
confidence in me. I actually got to fly them round-trip from 
Honolulu to the island of Kauai when I was a private pilot, for 
their vacation, which was quite an experience for me to fly 
both of my parents, and an amazing flight for them too. 

Full speed ahead to many years later when I had an airline 
interview for first officer and I knew I would need some help 
with the Mechanical Aptitude test that  they would be giving. 
Who could I turn to...but my Dad, he was an engineer and he 
could help me.  Hopefully, it wouldn't be as bad as learning 
the times tables from him at the dinner table 
every Friday night when I was in grade school.  Now he 
believed in me and wanted to help, he finally accepted that his 
oldest daughter could be an airline pilot.  Both my parents 
were very proud of me when I became the first woman pilot 
for Mid Pacific Airlines in Hawaii in 1986, flying a 60 
passenger, twin-engine turbo prop.      

So, "Go For It" and "Just Do It", no matter how many people 
may not believe in you, believe in yourself! 

Candace Harding 

Pilot Careers  

 

Pictures of LVK Airport Open House:   

Candace Harding, SJV Chapter, Gloria Malone, 
Livermore Valley Airmen's Assoc, and Wendy O'Malley, 

Bay Cities Chapter. 
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“MENTORING as seen by Experienced Mentors” 

by Ceci Stratford and Lori Parker, SWS AE Scholarship Co-Chairs 

 

Ceci: Isn’t flying the most exciting and rewarding thing we’ve done in our lives?  It certainly is for me!  Part of 
flying and aviation, is meeting new friends, having fun with them and learning new things.  One of the most 
satisfying experiences in aviation has been being a mentor, shepherding others to and through the process of 
becoming a pilot. 

Lori: Ceci is the best coach I have seen in action. She truly cares about people and her passion for aviation is 
contagious. In my opinion, the following quote defines Ceci: 

“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher 
inspires.” - William Arthur Ward 

Ceci has a passion for supporting other women in aviation. When we decided to do this article we decided to 
share our thoughts and experiences with you with the hope that you will also consider a mentoring role. 

 

Thinking outside of aviation for a moment…Have you ever had a mentor to help you navigate the professional 
world or possibly a personal goal? Maybe you found her as you climbed the proverbial corporate ladder, or 
perhaps someone who had a talent that you wished to emulate was willing to mentor you? Either way—your 
mentor most likely provided guidance and helped you overcome challenges. And if you’re really lucky, she 
inspired you along the way. 

 

Mentors help fill the knowledge gaps and seek opportunities to help a learner grow and excel. A mentor is 
someone with whom she can let down her guard, share her insecurities, and ask the ‘stupid’ questions we all 
have sometimes. 

 

Ceci: The 99s promote mentoring as a means to make that journey of learning to fly more enjoyable and 
efficient.  Here are two 99s who have benefited from being mentored and mentoring.  They certainly say it all: 

 

Annelie (a Fly Now Award recipient) offers her thoughts as a mentee: 

 

“What meant most to me was the ability to speak clearly with Lisa, and admit when things didn't go 
well.  The freedom to express your thoughts and feelings: the good and the bad, is a deal breaker.   

 

“Lisa acted on what I had communicated and offered to help find a solution, and offered to become part 
of the solution.  That is what an ideal mentor should do, and should be... 

 

“Lisa acted in a very short time, and made no false promises of assistance.  Only when she thought she 
had a viable solution on hand did she offer her thoughts of help, and practical steps in the right direction. 

 

“I believe that I was stuck in my flight training and needed a new instructor, but I didn't know where else 
to go without it becoming too expensive, and too time consuming.  Both of these problems were 
resolved.” 

Continued on page 17 
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“MENTORING as seen by Experienced Mentors” 

by Ceci Stratford and Lori Parker, SWS AE Scholarship Co-Chairs 
(continued) 

 

Lisa (a private pilot) has benefited from being mentored as well as being a mentor: 

 

“It has been a joy and very rewarding to have the privilege of mentoring women in our San Fernando 
Valley 99s. 

 

“I am less than three years a pilot but I am learning it is never to early to give back and help others 
succeed in their aviation goals. 

 

“Being a mentor means more than just helping women apply for 99’s scholarships. … It also means 
staying in touch with your mentee and her progress on a regular basis, encouraging her to make the 
monthly 99s meetings, and following up with calls and emails.  It includes encouraging her when she 
is discouraged, giving her assurance that she will “get there,” listening when she needs to vent her 
frustrations and rejoicing with her in her progress and achieving her goals.  If possible, it also 
involves taking her flying to let her see how fun it is! 

 

“My mentor, Ruth, inspired me to become a mentor! 

 

“Being a mentor is a very rewarding way to giving back to the 99s and the aviation community.” 

 

Lori: Becoming a mentor can be intensely rewarding for both you and the people you support. Here are a 
few tips to consider as you move into that role: 

 

Make sure it is a good fit; It is important to believe in your mentee.  In my experience in mentoring, there is 
that chemistry and trust that both people feel, making it a comfortable relationship. The mentor and mentee 
essentially “choose” each other. 

A great mentor always plays both roles.  It is helpful to remember what it is like to be in her shoes.  

Being a mentor is a commitment. If you’re offering to help someone it is important to follow through with 
that promise by being there for them when needed. 

Find out what makes them tick. We can all sit and chat with someone about flying. Good mentors take the 
time to listen to and engage with their mentees. 

Ceci: I encourage you to think about mentoring other women who are learning to fly.  Take that step to 
expand our “sisterhood” of aviators and respond to the 99s’ request for Mentors!!  You’ll be thrilled at what 
you can do to help others and can only benefit yourself! 
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The Coachella Valley Chapter of the 99s had a Race Team enter the 2nd annual 
Havasu 600, also known as the Don and Tookie Hensley Memorial Race.  This 
has been our first Chapter participation as an Air Race Team, for a very long 
time. We are proud to say that our CVC 99 Arlene Wohlgemuth and her 
husband Michael entered this year’s race, November 10 and 11, 2017, which was 
hosted by the Rio Colorado Chapter of the 99s.  
We are even more pleased to report that Arlene and Michael, aka Team 8, took 
3rd place honors and brought home beautiful trophies!  GREAT JOB, team!   We 
are so proud of you!  Everyone enjoyed a delicious Awards Banquet dinner at 
the Lake Havasu City Airport, which was really well attended and loads of 
fun.  We created new friendships that only pilots can share.  
It’s also very important to note that several members and friends from the 
Palm Springs Chapter of the EAA acted as timers at the Borrego Springs leg 
of the race.  Participants included EAA Chapter President Nels Carlson and 
EAA member Orman Gilbert, as well as our CV Chapter Vice President Bonnie 
Muench, and her 49 ½, Konrad!  A big Thank You to the Rio Colorado Chapter of 
the 99s for providing a wonderful event! 
This co-ed race grew almost 50% over last year, and the Rio Colorado 99s hope 
it grows even more next time.  Their website is www.Havasu600.com and will 
feature announcements about next year’s race. 
Havasu 600 Air Race 
www.havasu600.com 

Havasu 600 Air Race, the Don and Tookie Hensley Memorial Race, ran Mar 17-19, 2016. Starting in Borrego 
Valley CA and racing to our overnight stop in Mesquite NV with ... 

Submitted by Barbara Stanford, Chapter Chair 
bastanford49@hotmail.com, 760-324-3224 

1934 S. Divot Lane, Palm Springs, CA  92264 
 
 
 
 

Arlene and Michael Wohlgemuth 
Racers 
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Fall Southwest Section Meeting 2017 
Redding, California 
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photo credit: Mount Shasta Chapter 

  

Fall Southwest Section Meeting 2017 
Redding, California 
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Fall Southwest Section Meeting 2017 

Redding, California 

The newest & youngest 99s from Bakersfield is… 

Gisèle Zéphyrine Eun-Jin Payette 
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The Arabian Section of the Ninety-Nines recently held their 
5th bi-annual section meeting in Cairo and invited all other 
99s to attend. It was their largest meeting yet with over 130 
Ninety-Nines from 20 different countries in attendance. The 
section meeting was sponsored by the Ministry of Egyptian 
Civil Aviation, Egypt Air airlines, Airways Aviation, DHL 
Middle East, Zain Jordan and the President of Boeing 
Middle East. In the last few years, the Arabian Section has 
seen explosive membership growth going from less than 20 
members to 105! Governor Alia Twal, a pilot for Royal 
Jordanian Airlines, was very happy to welcome so many 
sister Ninety-Nines from outside her section. Members from 
the Indian, French and German sections were in attendance 
as well as almost two dozen 99s from North American 
chapters including Southwest Section members Sue Ballew 
and Leslie of Santa Clara valley Chapter, Linda Mae Hivert 
of Reno Area Chapter and Debbie Balsley (with daughter 
Lindsey) and AEMSF Trustee Dorothy Norkus of San Diego 
chapter. 

Gov Twal had a full schedule for the 99s to experience the 
sights while in Egypt. The first day of the section meeting 
included a visit to the Sphinx and one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, the Great Pyramids of Giza. 
Many 99s also ventured inside the pyramid up a narrow 
passageway to the burial chamber of the pharaoh. 
Afterwards, our group went on camel rides. The next stop 
on our Egyptian adventure was Al Mo'ez Street and the 
Khan el-Khalili shopping bazaar. It has been operating at 
this location since the 9th century! This open-air market 
covers several square miles of skinny streets and lanes that 
are home to thousands of shops. In addition to tourist 
souvenirs, one can buy clothing, linens, spices, traditional 
jewelry, perfumes, water pipes and handmade lanterns. Too 
bad our bags were not big enough to bring home more of 
these wonderful souvenirs, over which there was often 
much bargaining! 
 
Day two began with a visit to the Egyptian Museum in Cairo 
which contains the world's most extensive collection of 
pharaonic antiquities. Some of the most interesting are a 
collection of royal mummies with eleven pharohs/kings and 
queens and the treasures of the tomb of King "Tut" 
Tutankhamun. Lots of monuments, sarcophagi and various 
artifacts for the Egyptophile to see. Next was a tour 
of Coptic Cairo's "Hanging Church". This basilica is one of 
Egypt’s oldest churches, dating back to the end of the 3rd 
century AD. Coptic means Egyptian, and Christians living in 
Egypt identify themselves as Coptic Christians whofollow 
the teachings of St. Mark who brought the religion to 
Egypt. The Hanging Church is named for its location as it 
was built on the ruins of two gate towers that remained from 
the Roman Fortress of Babylon with a wooden roof in the 
shape of Noah's Ark.  A glass panel in the floor is a window 
to the ground 40 feet below.  
 

 

Continued on page 24 

ARABIAN SECTION BI-ANNUAL MEETING 2017 
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  After touring the church, lunch was had at a restaurant in 

the beautiful Azhar Park (their version of Balboa Park) 
overlooking the city. The evening ended with a Nile River 
dinner cruise including belly dancers and a Tanoura 
show, an Egyptian folk dance where a very large 
weighted skirt is whirled by the wearer.  

Our last day of events took place at the facilities of 
sponsor Egypt Air. Ninety-Nines were welcomed with a 
special presentation about Egyptian women in flight and 
then the group toured their training academy. Air Traffic 
Control at Cairo airport was part of the tour as was going 
into the Boeing 777 simulator and visiting the flight 
attendant emergency drills center. 99s got to jump down 
emergency slides or experience a water evacuation into a 
life raft.  

 

The finale of the section meeting was the closing 
ceremony which was attended by the Egyptian Minister of 
Civil Aviation Sherif Fathy and President Boeing Middle 
East Bernie Dunn. Many thanks were given to the 
corporate sponsors and awards were presented. 
International President Jan MacKenzie was there to 
personally address the attendees and thank the Egyptian 
Goverment for being so welcoming to and supportive off 
the 99s and the Arabian Section. A special award was 
presented to the Arabian Section founding Governor 
Yvonne Truman, who was a mentor to current Gov Alia 
Twal and a very inspiring speech about women in flight 
was given by Boeing Middle East President Bernie 
Dunn. In addition, the Arabian Section charity auction 
raised funds for important causes they sponsor including 
four vision saving surgeries for small children at the Eye 
Care Center of Cairo and raised over $5,000USD 
for Gharimat assistance. (The "Gharimat" or Women of 
Debt have been imprisoned because of financial 
insolvency, which commonly results from taking out loans 
for living essentials or to support their families.) 
 
It was a very successful and memorable section meeting! 
Not only was there quite a bit of media attention with the 
local news, it spotlighted the Ninety-Nines in a fantastic 
way showcasing, "The Next Generation of Women Pilots". 

 

Submitted by Dorothy Norkus 

 

ARABIAN SECTION BI-ANNUAL MEETING 2017 
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Years 
 

Celebrating 
Come join us… 

April 27, 2018 at 7pm 
Noriega’s  

525 Sumner St.  
Bakersfield CA 

during the Spring Southwest Section meeting 

…to honor some long-standing 
Bakersfield chapter members  

& 
celebrate our anniversary 

 
 
  

Flying With Kids by Mommy Pilots of The 99s 

Does flying with a kid sound intimidating to you? No need 
to sweat! We have parent and grandparent time-tested 
tips and advice to prepare you for your flight with any age 
child, newborn to teen. We've created our very own 
mnemonic which will highlight all the important stuff you 
need to remember when packing up the kids for a cross 
country flight. Plus, we'll cover basic information to help 
keep you and your crew calm should you encounter an in-
flight abnormality or emergency. And we'll throw in a few 
lessons learned because, well, flying with kids is never 
standard and there is no checklist for that. 

The revised SWS Bylaws and Standing Rules are 
posted on the SWS website under the Members Only 
section. 
  
http://sws99s.org/members-only/general-section-
information/ 
 

PilotSafety Scholarship 
PilotSafety.org, as one of the leaders in providing 
aviation safety classes and training, is proud to 
announce our new pilot training scholarship 
program.  The purpose of this program is to help 
pilots who are active in the FAASafety WINGS 
program achieve their next certificate or rating. 
PilotSafety will choose 4 pilots per year to receive 
$750 in money and programs to help them along 
in their goal.  Each winner will receive $200 in 
PilotSafety training programs and a check for $550 
to use towards their training. 

Please share this info on your Facebook, etc.   

For more information visit www.PilotSafety.org 
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Orange County 99s Holiday Party

Sunday, December 10th, 2017

1pm-5pm

Mozambique Restaurant
1740 So Coast Hwy, LagunaBeach, CA92651

(949) 715-7777

Luncheon

Mixed Green Salad

Choice of:
Grilled Chicken Sandwich

Grilled Pork Chop
Grilled Salmon
Silent Auction

Wewant everyone to attend sowe have pricing
we hope will fit your ability to pay:

Full—$35
Subsidized /Student—$25
Some Sponsorships Available
$6 valet fee for parking

Please RSVP to Becky Valdez at
fxala@hotmail.com or 714-306-2329

Payment can be made at the door or via our website’s PayPal button.

We will be collecting unwrapped gifts for
Orangewood Children’s Home.
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Suzanne Mcgowan (L) with Brianna Petitt 

Raffle Winner at the CAU Aviation Career Day 

Bakersfield Chapter 

(photo credit: Alison Barker) 

Nora Feddal (2nd year) and Alisa Liley 
(1st year) both from San Fernando 
Valley Chapter participated in the 

Havasu 600 in November. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RZWQyul
4W0 

 

This is a youtube video from the Reno High 
Sierra Newsletter that has a full explanation of 
the factual research done about Amelia Earhart 
and Fred Noonan’s disappearance. It is very 
interesting and debunks the most recent 
program on the history channel. 
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SWS Meeting Rotation 
Governor, Alice Talnack 

SOUTHWEST SECTION MEETING SCHEDULE 

       

    # ACTIVE  WINTER 

DATE CHAPTER LOCATION PRIOR MEMBERS  WORKSHOP 

Fall 2017 Mount Shasta 
Redwood Coast 

Redding  25/10  2010/2013 

Spring 2018 Bakersfield Bakersfield S 2013 32   

Fall 2018 San Gabriel TBD  40   

Spring 2019 Sacramento Valley TBD  26   

Fall 2019 San Luis Obispo County TBD  27   

Spring 2020 Santa Rosa TBD  29   

Fall 2020 Ventura County TBD  100  2015 

Spring 2021 Placer Gold TBD  18   

Fall 2021 Rio Colorado TBD  13   

Spring 2022 Sedona Red Rockets TBD  21   

Fall 2022 Reno High Sierra TBD S 2000 46   

Spring 2023 Long Beach TBD S 2001 38   

Fall 2023 Tucson TBD F 2002 48   

Spring 2024 Santa Barbara TBD F 2004 32   

Fall 2024 Las Vegas Valley TBD F 2005 11   

Spring 2025 Santa Clara Valley TBD F 2007 75  2016 

Fall 2025 Imperial So-Lo TBD S 2008 13   

Spring 2026 Coachella TBD S 2008 17   

Fall 2026 Utah TBD F 2008 24   

Spring 2027 Phoenix TBD S 2009 76   

Fall 2027 Sutter Buttes TBD F 2009 25   

Spring 2028 San Joaquin TBD S 2010 23   

Fall 2028 Orange County TBD F 2010 69  2017 

Spring 2029 San Diego TBD S 2011 106   

Fall 2029 San Fernando Valley TBD S 2012 60   

OTHER CHAPTERS:      

Disbanded Lake Tahoe    13   

Disbanded Los Angeles Palms    13   

Disbanded Mount Diablo    2   

Disbanded Yavapai    11   

Inactive Embry-Riddle/Prescott   0   

Inactive Hi-Desert   0   

Fewer than Borrega Springs Contact  1   

15 members: Fresno Contact  10   

Volunteer In-Land Empire Contact  6   

Status: Redwood Coast Flyers Help with F 2017  10   

 Alameda County No response  13   

 Marin County No response  15   
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This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to  

Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 

 

Layout Editor 

Dea “Cooper” Payette 

Bakersfield Chapter 

 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

 


