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Penny Nagy 

Welcome to the first edition of the 
electronic “Southwesterly”. As you 
all know this has been a matter of 
discussion for a number of years 
and now has become a reality. I 
want to take this time to reiterate to 
all chapter chairman that, if you 
have members without access to a 
computer, please print out a copy 
for them. We want to make sure that 
every member receives a copy 
instead of just those with a 
computer. By publishing this on our 
website we will not be limited to the 
length of the publication, nor will be 
limited to the number of pictures it 
contains.  

This year we have seen several 
members go on to New Horizons, 
including the sudden loss of two 
Section members, Karen Johnson 
(Ventura Chapter chairman) and 
Kitty Houghton (Marin County, 
Sisters Section and International 
Membership chairman). Our hearts 

go out to the families of each of 
these amazing women, and I know 
that they will all be missed. 

On a happier note I want to thank 
the Mt. Shasta Chapter for hosting a 
great Winter Workshop. Those in 
attendance learned how to revive a 
dying chapter, how to use the FAA 
Wings Program website, how to 
navigate both the Section and 
International websites, and how to 
use an iPad in the cockpit. It was 
also great to see members who 
have been absent for a while.  

Thank you International Director, 
Margy Leggett for coming down 
from Washington State and being 
part of the presentations. West 
Canada Governor, Betty Lee 
Longstaff, was also in attendance. 
She was quite excited to be away 
from snowy weather for a few days.  

The Coyote Country Chapter is 
currently looking for a hotel in their 
area to host the next Winter 
Meeting. If any of you have ideas as 
to what you’d like to see presented 
at the Winter Workshop, please let 
me know and I’ll see what I can do 
to make that happen. Remember 
this is your workshop, not mine, so 
any ideas you have will not be 
ignored. 

The Spring Section Meeting in 
Bakersfield is fast approaching. 
Have you registered yet? Once 
again the dates are May 2 – 5. Why 
not plan to arrive on Thursday to 
take part in the white water rafting 
excursion on the Kern River? The 
chapter has been hard at work to 
make this meeting a memorable one 
and I know that we’ll all have a great 

time. Carol Andrews and I will be 
flying down (weather permitting) in 
mid-March to view the facilities and 
work with the chapter. I’m really 
anxious to see the progress that 
they’ve made. 

The Fall Section Meeting at 
McClellan is finally starting to come 
together. Because we were 
agreeable about changing the 
dates, the hotel is giving us a real 
bargain. The dates are now 
September 20 – 22. Remember this 
is a Section-hosted event and all 
chapters are a part of this. Our 
Friday night function will be at the 
Aviation Museum of California, 
which is always a lot of fun. We’ve 
also decided to have a variety of 
seminars after the business meeting 
on Saturday instead of tours. 

We’re still looking for a host for the 
spring, 2014 meeting. If you haven’t 
hosted a section meeting in a while, 
now is your chance to step to the 
plate. Look what Bakersfield has 
done in a year. Believe me you do 
have time to get it done. Fall 2014 
will find us in Reno. More 
information on that meeting will be 
coming. I’m off to Oklahoma City for 
the Spring Meeting. I hope to see 
you all in Bakersfield! 

REMEMBER 
 

Please send your  
chapter news to 

southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

by the  
May 15th deadline !!  

http://www.aerospaceca.org/
mailto:southwesterlynews@gmail.com
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Section Officers 

Governor: 

 Penny Nagy - Sacramento Valley 

Vice-Governor: 
 Carol Andrews - Sutter Buttes 

Secretary: 

 Jeanne Pierce - Reno Area 

Treasurer: 
 Sharon Raney - Sacramento Valley 

Immediate Past Governor: 

 Linda Mae Draper-Hivert - Reno Area 

Directors: 
 Barbara Crooker – Mt. Shasta  
 Alice Talnack - Monterey Bay 

Nominating Committee Chair: 
 Maureen Kenney - San Fernando Valley 

Nominating Committee: 
 Janet Gageby - Reno Area 
 Michaele Serasio - Monterey Bay  
 Candace Harding - San Joaquin Valley 

 Willa Young - Sutter Buttes 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 

Editor-in Chief 

Jeanne Pierce 
Reno Area Chapter 

southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

Design & Layout 

Janet Coté 

 

 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2012-2014 

 

Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight 

 

Flying Activities: 

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 

Flying Activities  Lisa Erickson, Fullerton 

 

 

Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities 
for women and aviation education in the community 

 

Education & Chapter Development: 

Aerospace Education  Sue Kerr, Mt Shasta 

Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership  Kim Ernst, Fullerton 

Associate Members Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

Sister Sections   

 

Communication: 

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 

Southwesterly Layout Janet Cote’, Sacramento Valley 

Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 

SWS Website  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 

 

Awards: 

Awards Chairman  Alice Talnak, Monterey Bay  

AE Scholarship  Lori Parker, Ventura County 

Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY  Linda Mae Draper-Hivert, Reno Area 

 

Pilot Careers:  Kristen Mansel, Bay Cities 

 Liana Hart, Las Vegas Valley 

 

 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique 

history of women in aviation 

 

History: 

Historian  Anita Lewis, Rio Colorado 

Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 

Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 

 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 

Forest of Friendship  Mari Hurley, Imperial So-Lo 

Scrapbook  Open 

 

Administrative: 

Tax  Barbara Crooker, Mt. Shasta 

 Lianne Oakes, Orange County  

By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 

Nominating  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 

Insurance  Open 

 

 

sws99s.org 

mailto:southwesterlynews@gmail.com
http://www.sws99s.org/
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Calendar/Activities 
2013 

 

May 2
nd 

– 5
th

  
Spring Section Meeting 

Bakersfield, CA 
Registration & Information 

 
July 10

th 
– 13

th
  

International Conference 
Bozeman, MT 

 
Sept 20

th
 – 22

nd
  

Fall Section Meeting 
Sacramento, CA 

 

Ratings and Certificates 

Xue Yan Zhang (Fullerton) 
Student Pilot certificate 

Jennifer Julian (Bay Cities) 
Private Pilot 

Kathleen Devlin (San Diego) 
Private Pilot 

Laura Decker (Sacramento Valley) 
Tailwheel endorsement 

Nancy Ginesi (Sacramento Valley)  
Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic 

Krystene Zehnder (San Diego)  
CFII 

Julianne Sikora (San Fernando Valley) 
 Commercial 

 

Milestones 

Wendy O’Malley is being inducted into the 
International Forest of Friendship! Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations to Nancy Ginesi upon winning the 
UPS and The Association for Women in Aviation 
Maintenance scholarship “Pink Wrench” award to  

use to purchase tools! 
 

Nominated to Forest of Friendship 
Kitty Houghton  

(2 bricks: one for Marin and one for Nepal) 

Being pilot in command (PIC) of a Cessna 172, flying 
2000 feet over the beautiful Monterey Bay gives a 
perspective on our world that many never get to 
experience. I have gained a similar perspective of our 
organization by being an involved member of The 
Ninety-Nines and a member of the Southwest Section 
Nominating Committee. Both experiences give me a 
better understanding of what keeps this organization 
active and vital. 

Being a member of the Nominating Committee has 
given me the opportunity to learn just what it takes to 
fulfill the Southwest Section Board positions and 
become particularly alert to those in our organization 
that have the PIC skills to become our next Governor, 

Nominating Committee:  Experiencing the Southwest Section from Another Perspective 

 

San Fernando Valley Chapter Adds  
Stature to Vice Governor 

I am pleased to announce that I gained an additional 6” of 
height at the recent Winter Planning Meeting in Redding. 
Jeanne Fenimore and Paula Sandling presented me with a 
folding stepstool so they could see me when I was behind 
the podium. I really appreciate the gift, and will enjoy 
seeing them as well.     Carol Andrews 

Congratulations to our own 
Linda Mae Draper-Hivert 

who was selected as an 
Honoree for the Carson 
Valley Historical Society’s 
“Women in History” program 
on March 23, 2013. 

Her “Governor’s” quilt will 
hang in the Douglas County 
museum for a period of time. 

Vice-Governor, Treasurer, and Secretary, as well as 
Directors and new Nominating Committee members. 

For me personally, serving on the Nominating Committee 
and being a part of the overall team has given me a new 
appreciation for what each of us can contribute to the 
organization, and just how easy it is to call another 99 
whenever I have a question or need help in any way. 
Consider expanding your role in this great organization. 
Explore the Board opportunities and offer to run for a 
position on the Board. 

Michaele Serasio - Monterey Bay 
Member, Nominating Committee 

http://ninetynines.net/swsbfl99s/
https://mtds.emeetingsonline.com/emeetings/websitev2.asp?mmnno=250&pagename=ATTENDEE
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Bay Cities 

The busy pilots of Bay Cities have been active with 
winging parties, educational potlucks, and a tower tour at 
KCCR. They welcomed new member, Devon Errington, 
from San Carlos who attends NYU. There are two 
scholarships that will be awarded this year from this 
chapter. Bay Cities also celebrated its 81st anniversary in 
March. 

 

Fullerton 

These ladies have enjoyed some local flying and a trip to 
Lake Havasu for the balloon festival (see page 6). They 
attended a Southern California Pilot’s Association seminar 
featuring speaker Lt. Col (ret.) Bob Lazaro, a pilot who flew 
Air Force One for Presidents Carter and Reagan, followed 
by a decade flying MGM’s billionaire magnet Kirk 
Kerkorian’s 737. The next speaker in line was a Blackhawk 
pilot in Afghanistan. 

 

Imperial Solo 

March was Blue Angels month for the Imperial Solos.  
Friday night was the NAF El Centro Food Fest at a hangar 
on the Naval Air Base. Afterward, the Blues Angels were 
introduced and visited with the crowd. The evening ended 
with a fantastic fireworks display. 

 

Phoenix 

This is a great time of year for flying in the Phoenix area 
and the chapter has had several flyout opportunities over 
the last few months. In March, two of their members, 
Marguerite and Judy, flew to Loreto, Mexico to participate 
in “Pet the Whales” with the Baja Bush Pilots. Follow the 
link to check out the story and pictures in their April 
newsletter. They also hosted a Girls Can Fly day in March. 
Congratulations to Helen for being awarded the WAI 
Airbus A320 Type scholarship! 

 

Reno Area 

Reno Area is still doing education programs for young girls 
at Girl Scouts, and Boys and Girls Clubs. They are also in 
the planning stages of the Fall 2014 Southwest Section, 
and continue to work on their histories. Linda Mae has 
collected enough money for Kitty’s Forest of Friendship 
memorial. The chapter is very proud of Linda Mae for 
being honored at the annual Women in History reception 
at the Carson Valley Museum & Cultural Center. They are 
giving two scholarships, one advanced for $2500 and one 
towards a Private for $1500. 

Reno High Sierra 

Reno High Sierra members Heather McCoy and Moe 
Makowski will be participating in their first ARC as team 
#37. We wish them loads of luck! Lila Glaser, UNR 
economics professor, was a research participant and 
received the NASA SBIR (Small Business Innovation 
Research) Award for “Advanced Exoplanet Star Tracker 
for Orbit Self Determination” with Keystone Aerospace in 
Austin, TX. She also was appointed to the Governor’s 
Workforce Investment Board Aerospace and Defense 
Sector Council for the state of Nevada. Chapter Chairman 
Moe Makowski was the recent recipient of the Sutter 
Buttes Chapter scholarship and will use her $1,500 award 
towards her CFI rating. Our chapter is awarding $5,500 in 
scholarships in May. Info at www.renohighsierra99s.org 

 

Sacramento Valley 

The Sacramento Valley Chapter has been planning a 
Flying Companion Seminar scheduled on April 20

th
.  

 

San Diego 

This chapter has had a few interesting speakers at their 
meetings:  Mike Fulgham and John Beers spoke about the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary; Steve Amoia, a retired airline pilot 
and FAA Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE), as well as an 
active CFII MEI, educated the group on loss of aircraft 
control; and FOX 5’s Chrissy Russo discussed weather. In 
March they had Martha King! They have been asked to 
help with the Commemorative Air Force’s A-STEM 
projects, Wings Over Gillespie, with STEM education 
through the San Diego Science Alliance in promoting girls 
and young women in STEM related activities, and the 
Better Education for Women in Science and Engineering 
program.  

 

San Fernando Valley 

This chapter’s just celebrated its 61
st
 anniversary! 

 

San Luis Obispo 

The San Luis Obispo ladies were busy hosting a FAAST 
Safety seminar, planning their fly-outs, and will be 
attending the Oceano Airport Celebration in May. 

 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

http://www.phx99s.org/Library/news/2013/99s%20APRIL%20Newsletter.pdf
http://www.renohighsierra99s.org/


 5 5 

Ninety-Nines Volunteer at  
NIFA Competitions 

The Region 2 (also known as Pacific Coast) National 
Intercollegiate Flying Association (NIFA) competitions were 
held in Salinas, CA, hosted by San Jose State University, 
from January 16–20, 2013. SWS 99s members from 
several chapters came together, under the leadership of 
Virginia Harmer, to volunteer as judges, score keepers, and 
test proctors for the events. San Gabriel Valley, San 
Fernando Valley, Rio Colorado, and Monterey Bay chapters 
were represented. One member of the Northwest Section 
drove down from Oregon to participate! 

 

 

 

 

The NIFA competitions include flying activities such as 
precision navigation, IFR practices, simulator activities, 
short field landings, message drop and power-off landings. 
Paper/pencil tasks include competence with the E6B flight 
computer, comprehensive aviation knowledge, and aircraft 
identification. The overall winner of the regional 
competitions together with the second place team will 
represent the region at National competitions in April. This 
year the overall winning team was the Embry-Riddle 
Prescott team. The second place team was San Diego 
Christian College. Also competing were teams from Mt. San 
Antonio College, San Jose State University, Cypress 
College. The US Air Force Academy team, actually a 
member of the Region 7 schools, participated in the 
competitions but was not ranked among the Region 2 
schools. 

NIFA, also known as Safecon, 
works to promote increased 
safety and professionalism 
among collegiate pilots. Each 
year the competitions are held at 
an airport near, and hosted by, 
one of the participating schools. 
Next year the competition will be 
held in Lake Havasu, AZ and 
hosted by the Air Force Academy. 
The expected dates are over  the  
President’s Day holiday in 
February. 

Those of us who volunteered at the events gained much. 
We met people from each of the colleges, experienced the 
joy and energy of 160+ college students who are actively 
engaged in flight training. We also enjoyed the camaraderie 
of fellow volunteers as we gathered each morning around 
6:30 am in the hotel breakfast room, to late evening dinners 
at local cafes. We laughed and relayed hanger-flying 
stories as we manned our posts to judge the flying events.  

At the Sunday night awards banquet, air show veteran 
Sean Tucker regaled us with tales of acrobatic flying.  

The experience of volunteering at NIFA events is very 
rewarding. Consider becoming involved next year when we 
gather at Lake Havasu in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special footnote to our experience involves the Salinas 
Municipal Airport. Diane Meyers’ father-in-law was well 
known and liked in the Salinas area, where he was a 
grower and a pilot. The Salinas Municipal Airport has 
honored him with a bench dedicated to him, and a mural 
painted on the exterior of the office wall.  

 

Submitted by Maureen Kenney (San Fernando Valley) 
Pictures by Linda Rever (San Gabriel Valley) 

Virginia Harmer 

recruits college  

girls for the 99s. 

Volunteers 

from the 99s  

pose for 

pictures after 

the awards 

banquet. 

Guest speaker 
Sean Tucker 
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My Journey to Aircraft Ownership

By Vikki Mena (Fullerton Chapter) 

It all started when I was a low-time student pilot, working on 
earning my private pilot certificate. One day before ground 
school I confessed to a fellow student pilot, "I have always 
dreamed of owning my own airplane". From the ignition of 
that brain spark, I was consumed with the fantasies of clear 
blue skies at the controls of my own aircraft, flying over a 
beautiful countryside. I was hooked! Later, with certificate in 
hand, my search began after settling on the make, model 
and price range of the aircraft.  

Buying an airplane was a huge unknown and I found AOPA 
an invaluable resource both online, and by contacting the 
Pilot Information Center staffed with technical specialists 
who are more than willing to guide me step by step through 
the process of buying my first aircraft. Attending the AOPA 
convention, "Buying Your First Aircraft" workshop was also 
very informative and helpful. I am so very grateful to my 
patient and generous friends who are pilots, aircraft 
owners, A & P technicians and mechanics who shared their 
experience and important insights on purchasing an aircraft 
and endured months of my endless questions.  

Before signing on the dotted line, I had decided to have 
dinner and drinks (several) with a trusted non-pilot friend 
and had ask that she become my devil's advocate 
regarding this very important purchase. She would remain 
impartial unlike my pilot friends who were already "drinking 
the Kool-Aid". I started, "Remember years ago how we 

 

thought how great it would be to be out on our own, be free 
from school, and someday becoming homeowners? And do 
you remember all the wonderful surprises life handed to 
you once committed to those endeavors?" Well, airplanes 
are no different; there are dead batteries, unexpected and 
expensive Airworthiness Directives, blown alternators, and 
annual inspections. After all my pros and cons are 
accounted for, does buying an airplane make sense?" My 
friend didn't miss a beat, "who says it really has to make 
sense? I have never seen you happier...you have found 
your bliss! Go for it!" On January 16, 2013 after an 
extensive and thorough pre-buy inspection, I became the 
proud owner of N9277D. I jumped around like a child on 
Christmas morning and have not been able to wipe this grin 
off my face. This is truly a dream come true! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fullerton Chapter from California shared an amazing 
weekend with the Rio Colorado Chapter from Arizona. Lake 
Havasu hosted its’ 3rd Annual Balloon Festival, which was 
held January 18–21, 2013. Some Fullerton members drove, 
but most flew, which was a much better mode of 
transportation. There were 13 attending from Fullerton, but 
who could beat that beautiful 100-mile visibility in the high 
60-degree weather in January? 

At right:  Pat Savage, Bev Hawkinson, Shirley 
Pynckel, Kim Ernst, Vikki Mena, Dana Glidden, 

Denise Jennings, and Mike Blackstone 
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East Bay Girls Take Flight in Free Women in Aviation Week Program

By Karen Rarey 
For the Contra Costa Times 

Dozens of East Bay teenage girls took 
to the skies Sunday in small personal 
aircraft, flying thousands of feet above 
the Earth to experience aviation 
firsthand during Women of Aviation 
Worldwide Week. 

"It was fun -- it looked like a big giant 
board game with tiny little cars," said 
13-year-old Michaela Price of her first-
ever flight above her hometown of 
Brentwood.  

 

Michaela, along with a couple dozen 
other girls, took turns flying out of the 
Byron Airport. 

"(On) the takeoff, like my stomach kind 
of turned a little bit, but then it went 
back once we were in the air," 
Michaela said, grinning from ear-to-
ear. "Then, the landing, once the 
wheels hit the floor, that was the 
bumpy part and everything else was 
smooth." 

The event, run by volunteers, was 
organized by Danville resident Jacquie 
Warda who also held a similar talk and 
demonstration earlier in the week in 
Livermore for a couple of young 
women, who also got the opportunity 
to fly. 

"It's hard to describe, because there 
isn't anything you can do on the 
ground that is similar to it," Warda 
said. 

This unique feeling and the lack of 
women in the field of aviation is 

exactly why Warda wanted to share 
her experience with other young 
women. Each was awarded an 
inaugural flight certificate and given a 
book about women in aviation. 

"People say it's about being free, 
slipping the bonds of Earth," Warda 
said. 

"And what it does to your soul if it's 
meant for you – there is only one way 
to find that out," she added. "That's 
one of the reasons why we've got to 
get people in an airplane or they will 

never quite understand the 
allure or the excitement or 
the thrill of it." 

Kadie Ukkestad, 16, 
couldn't agree more, and 
after her first flight she is 
anxious to learn more 
about flying. 

"It was so great being up 
there and controlling it. I 
had so much power and 
you were free to go 
wherever and you had 

open skies," said Kadie, 
her voice still shaking after 
the flight. 

Kadie said that she took control of the 
aircraft and was able to fly the plane 
over her house in Discovery Bay and 
her school, Liberty High, in Brentwood. 

"It was cool; it got me so excited," 
Kadie said. "We went about 120 miles 
per hour and (the pilot) said we were 
about halfway the height of Mt. 
Diablo." 

Kadie described the differences she 
felt between being in an airliner and a 
small plane. 

"You feel the little things, like (the pilot) 
said, 'the potholes' -- we would shake 
a little bit because of the wind," 
Kadie said. 

As for landing, "it was way 
different than a big plane, the 

impact -- it was kind of squirrelly in the 
beginning," she said. 

Warda said, "I don't expect them all to 
walk away wanting to be pilots, but I 
want them to walk away asking 
questions." 

Flying is just one aspect of aviation, 
and Warda is hopeful that by providing 
these young women with a taste of 
aviation that they will take off in the 
field of aviation like she did 26 years 
ago. 

"There are so many things that women 
can do in the aviation world," she said. 

"There is traffic control, maintenance -- 
there are a lot of women in the military 
who go into the maintenance. They 
don't want to fly them; they're gear 
heads, they want to turn wrenches," 
Warda said. "What's a more cool thing 
to do than turning wrenches on an  
F-15 or an A-10?"  

She added, "There's dispatching. 
There is corporate aviation. Every 
corporate aircraft has a management 
team; somebody has to schedule the 
airplane."  

Women of Aviation Worldwide Week 
began as a single-day tribute event in 
2010 celebrating the centennial of the 
first women to obtain a pilot's license -- 
Raymonde de Laroche on March 8, 
1910. In the following year, the tribute 
grew to become a week of "Fly it 
Forward" with the hopes that pilots 
would take girls and women under 
their wing in an inaugural flight into the 
wild blue yonder and possibly into the 
field of aviation. 

Warda's payoff for doing this: "The 
after smiles are always better than the 
before smiles." 

Pilot Steve Radcliffe, of 
Livermore, and Kadie Ukkestad 
(16) of Discovery Bay, get set to 

take a demonstration flight at 
Byron Airport on Sunday, March 

10, 2013, in Byron, Calif.   
(Jim Stevens/Staff) 

Pilot Carol Andrews, right of Grass Valley, and Michaela 
Price (13) of Brentwood, get set to take off. 
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BACK TO BASICS 
 
How many of us walk out of our written test and begin to 
forget everything we learned for that test almost 
immediately? I know I did. Of course, there is much that 
we learn for that test that we don’t actually use, but a lot 
of it we should remember. It occurred to me that we 
might all benefit from a little review, so here it is… 
 
1. In addition to other preflight actions for a VFR flight 

away from the vicinity of the departure airport, 
regulations specifically require the pilot in command 
to: 

A. review traffic control light signal procedures. 
B. check the accuracy of the navigation equipment 

and the emergency locator transmitter (ELT). 
C. determine runway lengths at airports of intended 

use and the aircraft’s takeoff and landing distance 
data. 

 
2. While cruising at 9,500 feet MSL, the fuel/air mixture 

is properly adjusted. What will occur if a descent to 
4,500 feet MSL is made without readjusting the 
mixture? 

A. The fuel/air mixture may become excessively lean. 
B. There will be more fuel in the cylinders than is 

needed for normal combustion and the excess fuel 
will absorb heat and cool the engine. 

C. The excessively rich mixture will create higher 
cylinder head temperatures and may cause 
detonation.

 

 

3. If a flight is made from an area of low pressure into 
an area of high pressure without the altimeter setting 
being adjusted, the altimeter will indicate 

A. the actual altitude above sea level. 
B. higher than the actual altitude above sea level. 
C. lower than the actual altitude above sea level. 

 
4. Preventative maintenance has been performed on an 

aircraft. What paperwork is required? 

A. more susceptible to icing. 
B. equally susceptible to icing. 
C. susceptible to icing only when visible moisture is 

present. 

 
5. When taking off or landing at an airport where heavy 

aircraft are operating, one should be particularly alert 
to the hazards of wingtip vortices because this 
turbulence tends to 

A. rise from a crossing runway into the takeoff or   
landing path. 

B. rise into the traffic pattern area surrounding the 
airport. 

C. sink into the flightpath of aircraft operating below 
the aircraft generating the turbulence. 

 

Answers: 1-C  2-A  3-C  4-A  5-C FAA Tower Closures Delayed 

The Federal Aviation Administration has decided to 
delay the closing of 149 airport control towers until 
June15

th
. FAA officials said the shutdowns are 

needed to reach the $637 million in budget cuts the 
agency is obligated to make under the sequester. 
The FAA estimates that the closures will save $30 
million to $40 million. 

"This additional time will allow the agency to 
attempt to resolve multiple legal challenges to the 
closure decisions," the FAA said in a statement. 
"Extending the transition deadline will give the FAA 
and airports more time to execute the changes to 
the National Airspace System." 

For a list of some of the FAA towers which may be 
closed, go the the FAA’s website: 

www.faa.gov/news/updates/media/Facilities_Could_
Be_Closed.pdf 

The Sacramento Valley 99s 
Flying Companion Seminar 

 

DATE: Saturday, April 20, 2013 
TIME: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
AIRPORT: Sacramento Executive Airport 
                  Conference Room 

COST: $60.00 Donation includes:  all course 
materials, lunch, and Certificate of Completion 

We will cover navigation, aircraft basics, radio 
procedures, weather wisdom, and more! Please 
bring a flight computer or calculator, a plotter, and a 
San Francisco sectional, if available. 

For more information contact: 
Bobbie Campbell at scamp6218@att.net 

http://www.faa.gov/news/updates/media/Facilities_Could_Be_Closed.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/news/updates/media/Facilities_Could_Be_Closed.pdf
mailto:scamp6218@att.net
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What types of medical conditions need 
waivers, special issuance, etc.?  

First, a couple of definitions for you. The FAA considers 
“waivers” to be Statements of Demonstrated Ability (SODA) 
and special issuance authorizations, and the 
interchangeability of the terms is sometimes confusing.  

A special issuance authorization is required for 15 medical 
conditions that are disqualifying by regulation (Part 67). In 
addition, the FAA can do a “time limited” authorization for 
any other medical condition that carries the risk of 
progression of symptoms over time that could result in 
incapacitation. That applies to recurring kidney stones, 
cancer, Parkinson’s disease, atrial fibrillation, or syncope, 
for example.  

A SODA waiver is issued for conditions that are “static” and 
not likely to progress, such as useful vision in only one eye 
or an amputation with prosthesis. The waiver is issued for 
as long as the condition doesn’t change.  

The difference then, is that a SODA is considered low risk 
and not likely to progress where a special issuance is for 
more serious medical conditions that could progress over 
time.  

Introduction to the Airman Medical Certification Process—
Special Issuance Medical Certification  

Medical regulations list the following 15 medical conditions 
as specifically disqualifying. If you report having any of 
them on your medical application, your AME cannot issue a 
medical certificate until it is cleared by the FAA under 
what's known as a special issuance authorization.  

 Diabetes mellitus requiring oral hypoglycemic 
medication or insulin  

 Angina pectoris  
 Coronary heart disease that has been treated or, if 

untreated, that has been symptomatic or clinically 
significant  

 Myocardial infarction 
 Cardiac valve replacement 
 Permanent cardiac pacemaker 
 Heart replacement  
 Psychosis  
 Bipolar disorder  
 Personality disorder that is severe enough to have 

repeatedly manifested itself by overt acts  
 Substance dependence (including alcohol)  
 Substance abuse 
 Epilepsy  
 Disturbance of consciousness and without 

satisfactory explanation of cause  
 Transient loss of control of nervous system 

function(s) without satisfactory explanation of cause  

A special issuance is a two-sided coin. It's great that the 
regulations offer a mechanism to offset the disqualifying 
conditions. The downside is that it's a discretionary 
issuance granted by the Federal Air Surgeon 4  

and comes with requirements for periodic interim medical 
reports and time limitations (usually 12 months) on the 
duration of the certificate, and it can be withdrawn anytime 
the FAA sees evidence of an "adverse" change in your 
condition.  

You may hold a certificate that appears to be valid for up to 
60 calendar months in accordance with FAR 61.23. In 
reality, though, the certificate is valid for only as long as the 
authorization is in force, and that's determined by the type 
of medical condition, and the perceived risk of 
incapacitation that could result from the condition.  

In addition to the time limitation, reissuance of the 
certificate will be based on additional testing that must be 
submitted to the FAA prior to the expiration date of the 
authorization. This might be a simple status report from 
your treating physician or a complete reexamination with 
comprehensive (and expensive) diagnostic testing. 
Additional limitations may be placed on the operational 
privileges of the certificate, such as limiting a second class 
medical holder to carrying passengers for hire only when 
part of a qualified two-pilot crew.  

A special issuance is different from a waiver or Statement 
of Demonstrated Ability (SODA). Waivers are issued for 
static defects that are not likely to change. Useful vision in 
only one eye (monocular vision) is one condition for which a 
medical flight test might be used. There are several 
hundred pilots flying with monocular vision waivers. Upper 
or lower limb amputees can also qualify for a SODA with a 
flight test. Medical flight tests are sometimes conducted to 
demonstrate that an applicant can safely operate the 
aircraft.  

The waiver becomes part of your medical certificate and 
shows that, although you don't necessarily meet the 
minimum standards to hold a medical certificate, you have 
satisfied the FAA that you can safely exercise the privileges 
of the certificate(s) you hold.  

For special issuance consideration, the FAA will ask for 
medical information specific to the type of condition you 
had. Often, that first round of records will be sufficient for 
the FAA to make a decision. Sometimes, though, additional 
information is needed, especially if the first records you 
sent are incomplete or inconclusive, or if there are 
abnormal results indicated. You may get several letters 
over a period of months asking for more information before 
finally getting a decision. That's another reason why 
TurboMedical® is a valuable tool. You will know exactly 
what information the FAA requires before you start the 
process. The doctors in Oklahoma City don't want to ask 
you for any more information than is necessary, but they 
also won't issue a certificate until they have a complete 
medical profile on you. Just be patient and expect a few 
bumps in the road along the way. The process can be 
frustrating and time consuming. The hassles 
notwithstanding, more than 25,000 pilots have been 
certified under special issuance.  

Jacqueline Harris, RN, BSN, CCTC  
From AOPA website/emails post-AOPA conference  

with Gary Crump, Director AOPA Medical Certification Services 



 

 

Catherine “Kitty” Houghton 
May 21, 1942 – January 28, 2013 
Marin County Chapter 

Catherine Houghton Catherine 
(Kitty) Houghton, age 70, of Novato, 
California, passed away suddenly 
on January 28, 2013, in Littleton, 
NH. The cause of death was 
homicide.  

Memorial for a truly amazing 
woman: 

It is still so hard to believe that we 
won’t be seeing Kitty’s smiling face 
again. The older I get and the more 
people I know are going to new 
horizons the more I realize how little 
I know about them sometimes. Kitty 
was certainly an anomaly. People 
who had known her for years 
learned something new about her at 
her memorial. If a memorial could 
be a true tribute to the diversity that 
was Kitty, this one fit that 
description. 

The service was done at the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist in San 
Rafael because the church that she 
actually attended in Novato was too 
small a venue to accommodate the 
number of people anticipated. There 
weren’t many empty seats in the 
larger venue. Kitty was well loved 
and appreciated by everyone who 
knew her.  

The program began with a musical 
tribute with some of her favorite 
songs sung by the Singers Marin, a 
choral group that Kitty performed 
with and our own Kath Holcombe is 
also a member. This segment was 

appropriately named “Wings of 
Song”. Following were speakers, 
Cindy Pickett, her friend and 
Chapter Chairman, who spoke 
eloquently of Kitty as a pilot, fellow 
99 and friend. Tim Breen from the 
White Mountain School spoke of 
Kitty as a student, athlete, musician 
and trustee at the school. They are 
building an art and music center at 
the school in Kitty’s honor and 
naming it for her. She spearheaded 
the arts and music programs at the 
school and sang in their choir. Her 
friend and fellow Berkeley and 
Peace Corps alumni, Fran 
Chamberlain spoke of Kitty as a 
college student, Peace Corps 
volunteer and cherished friend.  

Penny Wells, a long-time friend, had 
some wonderful and entertaining 
stories about her adventures with 
Kitty as she visited her in numerous 
locations where Kitty lived in Africa, 
Europe and the orient.  

Then came the most beautiful 
young boys from the Pacific 
Boychoir in Oakland. Kitty was a 
supporter and fan of these 
marvelous boys. Beginning with just 
six boys in 1998 the group now 
includes 175 singers aged 4 to 18 
and has developed into the Pacific 
Boychoir Academy. I don’t think I’m 
alone in my admiration of the poise 
and talent demonstrated by this 
exceptional group.  

It was an afternoon of song and 
story. The final performance was 
outside as pilot, Bruce Wold, and 
four fellow Gnoss Field pilots did a 
flyover and “missing man” formation 
as a final tribute to Kitty, the pilot.

There was a catered array of 
refreshments in the hall after the 
service. All through the hall I heard 
people saying that they “didn’t know 
that about Kitty”. All who knew Kitty 
knew a part of Kitty, but she was not 
one to talk of her own experiences 
and accomplishments, which are 
vast and so diverse. She probably 
knew more about her friends and 
acquaintances than they knew 
about her. I feel like we missed so 
much by not knowing her better.  

Kitty’s dog sitter was there with her 
beloved golden retriever, Kepler, 
who has been adopted by the sitter 
and her partner. Several of us had 
been concerned about the future of 
her beloved pet. 

We had quite a few 99s and 49 ½’s 
in attendance that day: Barbara 
O'Grady, Nina Ortega, Barbara 
Powell, Nancy & James Maas, Lynn 
& Tom Meadows, Martha and Art, 
Val Suberg, Judy Knaute, Kath 
Holcomb, Amber Whitmill, Joyce 
Wells, Judy Baron, Pat Chan, Carol 
Munch, Cindy Pickett, Linda Mae 
Draper-Hivert, Roger Hivert, Jeanne 
Pierce, & Don Dummer. (I’m sorry if 
I missed anyone; I don’t know 
everyone that attended). 

This truly loving and peaceful soul 
came to an extremely inappropriate 
end to her time on this earth and we 
continue to be disturbed and 
confused by it. She was a very 
spiritual person and we must take 
solace in that and know that her 
loving, joyful and peaceful spirit is 
still with us. 

Submitted by Jeanne Pierce 

 

Editor’s note: 

Kitty’s obituary was published in  
the San Francisco Chronicle on 
February 5, 2013. 
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Helen Dick 
San Diego Chapter 

It is with sadness that we 
report the death of our Life 
Member Helen Dick on 
Saturday, December 15, 
2012. Because of her age and 
infirmity, she had not been an 
active member for many 
years, so most of the current 
membership of the San Diego 
Ninety-Nines had no idea 
about her, or her amazing 
accomplishments. She was 
one amazing aviator—mostly 

as one of the great women soaring pilots in the ‘50s, 
becoming one of the first US woman awarded a SSA 
Diamond Badge. 

Helen set a number of US national feminine single-place 
records in her Zugvogel IIIB glider between 1964 and 
1967. These included a distance of 305.8 mi, distance to 
goal of 364.6 km (226.6 mi) and an out and return 
distance of 248.5 mi. 

Her service to the Soaring Society of America included 
being a Director; National Records; Badge Processor; 
Competition Organization. She was the recipient of the 
Eaton Trophy 1972; Exceptional Achievement Award 
1972; Certificate of Appreciation 2005 for lifetime service. 
She was inducted into the United States Soaring hall of 
Fame in 1968 (2nd woman). 

Accomplishments include: 

Silver Badge #337 in 1959 (10th American woman):  
Gold Badge #120 in 1962 (3rd American woman)  
Diamond Badge #79 (International #545) in 1967 
(First American woman) 

Helen's greatest joy was soaring along the Sierra, across 
the Owens Valley and on to the Inyo and White Mountains 
on the eastern side of the valley. She lived the dream of 
her youth – the freedom of flight and the joy of flying like a 
bird. 

Helen passed away peacefully after a long illness. She 
lived a long and good life full of accomplishments and 
characterized by service beyond herself. She will be 
missed by her many friends. To learn more about Helen’s 
accomplishments and her life, click the links to these 
websites: 

http://www.soaringmuseum.org/halloffame/halloffamebios.
html - A 

 

http://www.ssa.org/myhome.asp?mbr=5811273455&show
=blog&id=3041 

 

Karen Lee Johnson 
Ventura County Chapter 

Beloved Chair of the Ventura County Chapter, Karen 
Johnson, flew on to New Horizons on January 2, 2013, 
while flying frost control in a Bell 206 Jet Ranger near 
Delano, CA.  

A gourmet chef, editor, and avid horsewoman, Karen first 
announced her intention to learn to fly helicopters on her 
50th birthday. After earning her PPL and commercial 
rating, she went on to pursue all necessary fixed-wing 
certifications to work as a Part 91 co-pilot in a Cessna 
Citation CJ3 while simultaneously employed as a Part 135 
charter pilot for San Joaquin Helicopters.  Already a 
Ground Safety Coordinator for Studio Wings, Karen was 
accruing hours to work as an on-camera pilot for the 
motion picture industry. 

Before becoming Chapter Chair, Karen served as 
Secretary and then as Treasurer for two terms. Always 
willing to lend a hand, she sold thousands of raffle tickets 
and worked the front table at the annual pancake 
breakfast. As Chair, Karen placed mentorship at the top of 
her Agenda. She made encouraging phone calls to 
FWP’s, edited members’ scholarship essays, and 
generously shared her knowledge or connections 
whenever it could benefit someone else.  

Remembered as a joyous, humble, hard worker who 
looked for the good in people and coaxed it out, Karen will 
remain an indelible inspiration to all who knew her. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made to the Karen L. 
Johnson Memorial Scholarship c/o the Ventura County 
Ninety-Nines.  

Submitted by Lindsey Bell

New Horizons

Does your chapter have  
items for sale? 

Dorothy Norkus (San Diego Chapter) is 
gathering this information into a database 

which can be accessed from the 99s 
website. Contact Dot at av8trxx@aol.com 

for more information. 

http://www.soaringmuseum.org/halloffame/halloffamebios.html#A
http://www.soaringmuseum.org/halloffame/halloffamebios.html#A
http://www.ssa.org/myhome.asp?mbr=5811273455&show=blog&id=3041
http://www.ssa.org/myhome.asp?mbr=5811273455&show=blog&id=3041
mailto:av8trxx@aol.com


 

 

Maggie Gee, 44-W-9 
August 5, 1923 - February 1, 2013 

Margaret "Maggie" Gee, whose 
Chinese name was Gee Mei Gue, 
was born on August 5, 1923 in 
Berkeley, California, the daughter of a 
successful Chinese importer and a 
first generation Chinese-American. 
Maggie’s maternal grandparents had 
been fishermen who immigrated to 
the United States to escape the 
Taiping Revolution and settled in 
Chinatown, where her parents met 
and married.  

When the stock market crashed in 
1929, Mr. Gee had a heart attack on a 
San Francisco street and died shortly 
thereafter, leaving behind a wife and 
six children. Maggie’s formative years 
were spent witnessing her mother 
take on greater and greater 
responsibility, not only raising six 
children and working, but remaining 
actively involved in her church and 
her community. 

When America entered WWII, Maggie 
passed a drafting test and left her first 
year of college to work at the Mare 
Island Naval Shipyards in Vallejo, 
California. There, she worked as a 
draftsman for the engineers who were 
working on classified projects on US 
Naval ships needing repair. By 
1942/43, Maggie had saved enough 
money to move to Minden, Nevada, to 
learn to fly. She paid $800 for six 
months of training and fifty hours of 
flying time. After she soloed and flew 
the required hours, Maggie applied for 
the WASP flying training program at 

Avenger Field, Texas and was 
accepted into class 44-W-9.  

In June, 1944, Maggie left her home in 
San Francisco and boarded a troop 
train which was filled with soldiers at 
Berkley, California. For the next two 
days, she either sat on her suitcase or 
stood up -- all the way to Sweetwater, 
Texas. There 107 women pilots who 
entered the same class with Maggie; 
however, only 55 earned their silver 
wings and graduated as WASP on 
November 8, 1944. 

After graduation, Maggie was sent to 
Las Vegas Army Air Field, Nevada, 
where she served as a tow target pilot 
for flexible gunnery training for male 
cadets until the WASP were 
deactivated on December 20, 1944. 
She then returned to Berkley to 
complete her formal education and 
became a physicist/researcher, 
working and studying at the UC 
Berkley and at its National Laboratory 
in Livermore. Her research covered 
the fields of cancer, nuclear weapons 
design, fusion energy, and other 
related fields. 

Submitted by by Nancy Parrish 

Thon Griffith 
San Fernando Valley 
April 23, 1923 - March 12, 2013 

Thon Griffith, 89, ascended peacefully 
to heaven on March 6, 2013 in the 
comfort of her Newport Beach home 
in the company of her husband of 
eleven years, Bob DeLong. Thon was 
born in Los Angeles on April 23, 
1923.  

Thon is survived by her husband Bob 
DeLong; sons Bailey Abbott (wife, 
Janice), Sheldon Abbott and Morgan 
Abbott (wife, Libbie); her daughter 
Stancie Foss (husband, Tom); 
grandchildren Taylor Foss (wife, 
Leslie), Carrie Dunn (husband, 
Simon), Jewel Greywoode; and great 
grandchildren Audrey Greywoode, 
Vivienne Greywoode, Calvin Foss, 
Lincoln Foss, and Lucy Dunn. 

Thon loved to fly. In 1961 she began 
flying private aircraft and joined the 
Ninety-Nines, the International 
Organization of Women Pilots, 
helping to found the Orange County 
chapter. Thon held most of the 
chapter offices, served on the 
International Board of Directors for 
ten years and as International 
President from 1978-1980.  

Thon competed in three All Women 
Transcontinental Air Races, (Powder 
Puff Derby) and the International Air 
Race (Angel Derby) from New 
Orleans to Managua, Nicaragua. She 
served on the Aeronautics Advisory 
Committee for Cypress College and 
as a Director of the National Pilots 
Association. In 1992 she was 
awarded the International Ninety-
Nines Award of Merit. Thon flew a 
Beechcraft P58 Baron as a corporate 
pilot for 15 years. She flew with her 
late husband George Griffith 
throughout the United States, 
Canada, Alaska, the West Indies, 
South America, Mexico, and Central 
America. Thon served as Treasurer of 
Silver Wings, an organization of Pilots 
who have flown for 25 years or more. 

Published in the Orange County 
Register on March 13, 2013 
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 ‘Commander’ Lou Fields 

Lou was around for 90 years. He loved life and people.  
I see the fact that he lived each day until he just couldn’t 
do it anymore as the legacy he left for each of us. In fact, 
Lou read a poem when we celebrated his 90

th
 birthday in 

the Alameda Aero Club hanger. 

A Psalm of Life by H.W. Longfellow: Although the poem 
has 6 stanzas (and I know Lou would read them all), let 
me just give you the last one. 

Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant! 
Let the dead Past bury its dead! 
Act―act in the living Present! 
Heart within, and God 0'erhead! 

For all of us Ninety-Nines, I can tell you that Lou loved us 
women pilots. For this women pilot, Lou was my hero, 
mentor, and friend. If you were one of the 99's that had 
the opportunity to fly with Lou and have him sign your 
logbook, I am sure you will cherish that entry as I do. 

On one Veteran’s Day I got my tail wheel endorsement 
from Lou. Then every Veteran's Day I would sign up to fly 
with Lou. Most of the time he didn't even know it was 
Veteran’s Day, but I knew and I was always ecstatic that I 
was flying with my hero on that day each year. 

Last year, I loved taking him to HAF on his actual 
birthdate of August 8

th
. Those of us who are retired have 

the advantage of being able to fly off in the middle of the 
week. Lou with his 5-point harness in the back and myself 
in the front with a commanding view (flying the Champ 
83852) and stick in my hand took a glorious flight to HAF 
for lunch. Ben, Will, and Melanie joined the party in 9UL to 
make it almost an official Winging party. As well wishers 
called Lou on his cell phone at lunch, he was having a 
good old time telling people where he was and that, after 
a few celebration beers, he would fly back to KOAK. On 
the way home Lou took the controls so I could take some 
photos. Lou would bank, dive, and circle back whatever it 
took the minute I pointed to something. What a guy!! 

The last few months were not easy to watch as Lou lost 
weight, and became weaker and weaker. His heart was 
big and his spirit strong. Peter Faulk took a picture of Lou 
out on the ramp one day and I remember that day clearly, 
but blurry eyed. It was the day I watched Lou struggle to 
prop the Champ and I realized that our flying days would 
not last forever. At the time I had no idea that I would 
learn to prop the plane, but on December 31, 2012 Lou 
taught me and taught me well. After it was running, he got 
in and taxied it back to the hanger. We will be sharing 
stories about Lou for years to come. Lou was a master 
instructor, examiner, and wikipedia of all things aviation. It 
is not too late to come down to the North Field airport to 
join in and, as Lou always told me, “Listen”! 

Church services will be held on Saturday, April 27
th
, 1:00 

pm at Trinity Lutheran Church located at 1323 Central 
Avenue in Alameda, CA. Further away will be a spreading 
of Lou's ashes on the Bay. Naval ship and participation is 
being worked on by the family and a notice will surely go 
out. For more information about Lou’s life:  

http://www.01cl.com/loufields/ 

Submitted by Judy Barron 

New Horizons 

New Weather Information Source 

Visit the ZOA CWSU facebook page! This page has weather stories 
and comments that local pilots may find very useful. Feel free to 

post feedback and questions. Pass the link on to others! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-National-Weather-Service- 

Oakland-Center-Weather-Service-Unit/126140814128257 

http://www.01cl.com/loufields/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-National-Weather-Service-%20Oakland-Center-Weather-Service-Unit/126140814128257
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-National-Weather-Service-%20Oakland-Center-Weather-Service-Unit/126140814128257
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