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The annual SWS Winter Workshop 
was held at the end of January in 
Costa Mesa, California, hosted by the 
Orange County Chapter.  The 
purpose of the annual Winter 
Workshop is to roll up our sleeves 
and delve into a topic, learn more 
about the 99s organization, or 
reinvent something we already do 
and love about the SWS 99s.  It is 
always a learning experience and 
time well spent. Quality and quantity 
time that we cannot always devote at 
the bi-annual SWS Business 
Meetings.  

At this year’s workshop Forty (40) 
SWS members flew, drove, 
assembled, to work on our SWS 
Awards Program.  Amazing how one 
word “Awards” could generate so 
much discussion, passion, energy, 
input and productivity. All of the 
Awards Chairs were present and 
conducted the afternoon breakout 
sessions that opened up the flow of 
ideas. A new feature that we are 
adding to the SWS website will be the 
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agendas, minutes and handouts 
from each Winter Workshop to be 
available in the future on the SWS 
website, http://sws99s.org/members-
only/general-section-information/ . 

If you have never attended a Winter 
Workshop or have not attended one 
recently, plan on attending next year. 
The attendees selected 
“Scholarships” for the next 
workshop. We are working with the 
Embry-Riddle – Prescott, Arizona 
Campus to hold the workshop there 
and tour the campus.  More details 
will follow as we see if their campus 
activities will be able to 
accommodate us.   

Of course, it is not always business 
with us.  Seeing fellow SWS 99s, 
chatting, dinners, walks, are the best 
part of being together as these 
photos show. 
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Several amendments to our SWS 
Bylaws and Standing Rules are on 
the agenda to allow electronic voting 
by the section and any interested 
chapters. And updates on the SWS 
2020 International Conference and 
reports from International 
Headquarters projects will be given 
to keep you and your chapter 
members informed. 

Always feel free to contact me with 
any questions, requests, assistance 
you may need. Your 2016-2018 
SWS Board is hard at work for you. 

 

Alice Talnack 

Your SWS Governor 

atalnack@comcast.net 

 

Quarterly Newsletter of the Southwest Section Ninety-Nines 
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Section Officers 

Governor: 
 Alice Talnack – Monterey Bay 

Vice-Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Secretary: 
 Michaele Serasio – Monterey Bay 

Treasurer: 
 Felicia Hoppe – Sutter Buttes 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Barbara Crooker – Mount Shasta 

Directors: 
 Paula Sandling - San Fernando Valley 
 Lynn Meadows – Reno High Sierra 

Nominating Committee Chair: 
 Pat Chan – Bay Cities 

Nominating Committee: 
Elaine LeCain - Bakersfield 
Sally Biggin – Redwood Coast Flyers  
Barbara Boot – Mount Shasta 
Catherine Santa Maria - San Joaquin  
Valley 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 
Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

Design & Layout 
Dea “Cooper” Payette 
Bakersfield Chapter 

 

 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2016-2018 

 
Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight 

 
Flying Activities: 

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 
Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 
Flying Activities  Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

 WINGS Program Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
 
Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities 

for women and aviation education in the community 
 
Education & Chapter Development: 

Aerospace Education  Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 
Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 
Membership  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Associate Members Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Sister Sections  Marye Anne Read, Reno Area 

 
Communication: 

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 
Southwesterly Layout Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 
SWS Website  Eline Kok-Vermeulen, San Diego 

 
Awards: 

Awards Chairman  Paula Sandling, San Fernando Valley 
AE Scholarship  Lori Parker, Ventura County 
Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 
WPOY  Linda Mae Draper-Hivert, Reno Area 
 

Pilot Careers:  Candace Harding, San Joaquin Valley 
  
 
 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique 
history of women in aviation 

 
History: 

Historian  Anita Lewis, Rio Colorado 
Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 
Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 
 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 
Forest of Friendship  Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 
Scrapbook  Open 

 
Administrative: 

Tax  Penny Nagy, Sutter Buttes 
 Lianne Oakes, Orange County  
By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 
Nominating  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 
Insurance  Open 

 
 

sws99s.org 
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Ratings and Accomplishments 

Ratings: 

 

Emily Stednitz – Private Pilot Rating 
Bay Cities Chapter 

 
Mary McEnroe – Private Pilot Rating  

Bay Cities Chapter 
 

Tessa Bodel – Instrument Rating  
San Diego Chapter 

 
Jesse Benitez – Private Pilot Rating  

San Diego Chapter 
 

Emily Johnson – Instrument Rating  
Phoenix Chapter 

 
Jeanne Rieck – CFII Rating  

Phoenix Chapter 
 

Keely Costello – Private Pilot Rating  
Phoenix Chapter 

 
Sydney Hedrick – Commercial Multi-Engine Rating 

Phoenix Chapter 
 

Erin Hambrick - Instrument Rating 
Antelope Valley Chapter 

 
Britney Riser - Seaplane Rating 

Antelope Valley Chapter 
 

 

 

Accomplishments: 

 

Sue Ballew has been awarded AOPA Honor Roll flight 
instructor for the third time! 

 

Lisa Kienholz completed  
Emergency Maneuver Training module 3 

 
Dea Payette completed  

Remote Pilot Certification 
 

Here we are in the Spring again, with some great flying 
weather. I hope most of you can enjoy it. My plan is to 
get back in the air soon and look for an airplane. 

Please continue to send articles and pictures to 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com, so we can share with 
the Section.  

I was reading the February issue of Straight & Level, 
and it had the Section statistics in it.  Many of you know 
that our Section is the largest in the organization by a 
LOT. The second largest Section is the South Central 
Section with 746 members, but our Southwest Section 
has 1,363 members. So…why don’t we have more 
people coming to our Section meetings?  I missed my 
first Section meeting in a lot of years last fall and I hated 
missing it. We really should let our fellow Chapter 
members know how interesting these meetings are, and 
how much fun it is to meet other Chapters and share 
with them. The hosting Chapters do their best to give 
our members some fun activities, so we can network in 
a relaxed social environment. Don’t forget that we are 
hosting the 2020 International meeting! It would be great 
to make our Chapter members comfortable with the rest 
of the Section. It will help us have a stronger, more 
cohesive group to work on the event. One thing I have 
learned from being in a number of organizations is that 
a small group of people does all the work, and they feel 
like it won’t be done if they don’t do it. In reality, I 
discovered that sometimes we’re robbing people of a 
growth opportunity by continuing to do the job. People 
will step up to the plate if you don’t do it all. They will 
feel accomplished and have a greater sense of 
“ownership” in the organization. Give them that gift. 
Mentor them instead of doing the job for them so they 
can discover their potential.  

I will see you at the next Section meeting! 

Blessings and calm winds to you all. 

Jeanne 

Letter from the Editor 

 
From the March issue of Straight and Level: 
 
AOPA has scheduled a regional fly-in at Camarillo 
Airport in California the same weekend as the 
Southwest Section 99s meeting. Many of our members 
have complained to Mark Baker, AOPA President, 
about this, but it is too late to reschedule either event. 
We need to make sure 99s events are picked up by 
other organizations when they do their event planning 
preemption checks. Thus, at a minimum, please post 
99s major events or local events open to the community 
on social flight www.socialflight.com and AOPA’s 
calendar of events www.aopa.org/community/events . 
 



 4 

	  
Southwest	  Section	  Quarterly	  Newsletter	  

	  
	   	  

  
2016-2017 Calendar 

 
April 27-30, 2017 

Spring SWS meeting 
Bay Cities 

 
April 29, 2017 

Due date for induction forms 
For Forest of Friendship 

Get forms on website ifof.net 
 

May 15, 2017 
Deadline for Southwesterly articles 

Send to: southwesterlynews@gmail.com 
 

June 1, 2017 
Deadline for 99s News articles 

Send to: news@ninety-nines.org 
 

June 16-17, 2017 
Forest of Friendship 

 
July 11-16, 2017 

99s International Conference 
San Antonio, TX 

www.travelplannerstexas.com/99s2017 
 

August 1, 2017 
Deadline for 99s News articles 

Send to: news@ninety-nines.org 
 

September 13-17, 2017 
Reno National Championship Air Races 

KRTS Reno-Stead airport, Stead, Nevada 
 

September 28-30, 2017 
Fall SWS meeting 

Mt Shasta & Redwood Flyer Chapters 
 

April 27-29, 2018 
Spring SWS meeting 

Bakersfield 
 

July 4-8, 2018 
99s International Conference 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

July 16-21, 2019 
99s International Conference 

Dayton, OH 
 

July 8-12, 2020 
Long Beach, CA 

 
 

SWS 99s Spring 2017 Meeting 
Oakland, CA  

Bay Cities 99s 
April 27-30, 2017 

 
Click here to visit the event website for more 

information and tickets 
(http://ninetynines.net/sws99sBC/index.asp) 
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CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

1

Bay Area Chapter 
Bay Cities is a very busy and vibrant Chapter. They had 
a movie night, Girl Scout day at Oakland Aviation 
Museum, an educational potluck and wining party to 
Sacramento with a TRACON tour.  The Spring Section 
meeting is being hosted by the Chapter and they are 
celebrating their 85th anniversary at the Governor’s 
Reception! 
 
Bakersfield Chapter 
Members had their Cookies to the Tower, participated in 
the Oral History presented by Pat Chan, and the annual 
Poker Run fundraised over its goal for scholarships.  
Applications will be available in May 2017.  The Chapter 
is looking forward to the upcoming Fly-In and Lunch in 
May.  If you fly in to Bakersfield Meadows Field, look for 
our new display case. 
 
Fullerton Chapter 
Ida Zhang continues to send her friends in Fullerton 
updates on the China Section. They had Santa visit in a 
helicopter and enjoyed a DC3 Christmas lights flight. As 
is traditional with the 99s, the tower got treats from the 
Chapter. There were fly-ins to Hemet, Havasu and the 
Grand Canyon, and they will be representing the 99s at 
their Airport Day in May. 
 
Phoenix Chapter 
The Phoenix Chapter continues to be a very busy 
Chapter. They did a Flying Companion Seminar,  had a 
“Satellite Chapter meeting” at Embry Riddle for new 99s, 
a fly-in lunch to Tucson, and flew to different towers to 
deliver cookies (in the middle of Emily’s IFR training 
where they happened to be at two different towers when 
she was practicing approaches).  There were several fly-
in breakfasts, a couple of back country flying seminars, 
airmarking at Grapevine, the Buckeye Air Fair and a 
Girls Can Fly day. 
 
Reno Area Chapter 
This Chapter is giving three aviation scholarships once 
again. They have gotten two new members this year. 
Events are scheduled for Carson City airport, a STEM 
event at Fernley Intermediate school and Minden Airport 
Aviation days where they will participate in the event and 
represent the 99s. A couple of Girl Scout “Go by Air” 
days were done so far this year. They look forward to 
participating in more Airport days and Pathways to 
Aviation events. As many Chapters do, they brought 
goodies to the tower to show their appreciation. 
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Sacramento Valley Chapter 
This Chapter is preparing for their annual Flying 
Companion Seminar in April at KSAC. They also have 
participated in a Young Eagles event, and there is 
another one coming up in May. 
 
 
San Diego Chapter 
San Diego gave another Nancy Stratford scholarship for 
$1250 this year, as well as the Marian Delano Memorial 
scholarship. There was an annual TRACON event and 
cookies to the tower and a Girl Scouts event on their 
calendar.  They continue to have interesting speakers at 
their meetings at Fran’s hangar, and they had a fly-in to 
Santa Barbara.  
 
San Luis Obispo Chapter 
These ladies delivered cookies everywhere! They 
delivered to the tower, as most of us do, then the fire 
station where they serenaded them with “We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas”, and the Airport Administration 
Office. They also attended a FAAST Safety meeting and 
member Kathy Dannecer gave a presentation on flying 
in the Caribbean at one of their meetings.  AOPA is 
having their regional Fly-in to Camarillo, then the fly-out 
to Oceano and in May they will participate in the annual 
Oceano Airport Appreciation day. 
 
Ventura County Chapter 
Ventura County women are collaborating with the 
department of airports to develop an area at the airport 
called “The Viewport” at Camarillo airport.  There are 
“dedication bricks” available for $150. For more 
information go to: brick@theviewport.org.  The Chapter 
has an extensive schedule of pilot proficiency classes 
that all pilots, student pilots and instructors can 
participate in.  They participate in the EAA Young Eagles 
events at Camarillo, as well as having a breakfast social 
in Santa Paula and an annual Valentine’s Day fly-in 
lunch to Santa Ynez. Their scholarships are available 
again and have changed the structure to include giving 
part of the money when the scholarship is given to jump 
start the training process. 
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Can you picture yourself here?  What will you 
do? How will you become the Secretary of the 
Southwest Section 99s?  Read on… your 
questions will be answered. 
 
To become a member of the Board, including 
becoming the secretary, you will first need to fill 
out an “Intent to Seek Election” form.  You will 
find one at the end of this article, on the 
Southwest Section Website (Our 
Section/Members Only/Intent to Seek Election 
Form) or from one of the Nominating Committee 
Members (Sally Biggin, sbiggin@thegrid.net, 
Barbara Boot, bboot33@comcast.net, Pat Chan, 
Chairman, chiflys@sbcglobal.net, Elaine LeCain, 
elecain@hotmail.com, Catherine Santa Maria, 
casasantamaria@yahoo.com). 
 
On the form you will be asked easy to answer 
questions, like your name and address, and 
questions about your participation in the 99s at 
the chapter level and section level and any 
International Conventions or Section Meetings 
you have attended.  You will need to be 
endorsed by your chapter or two other chapters 
(get the signature of your Chapter Chairman or 
two other chapter chairmen). Finally you will 
write a short (150 words or less) statement to 
tell our section about yourself.  It will be your 
own personal advertisement.  Finally you will put 
all of that information in an envelope and mail it 
to Pat Chan by January 15, 2018.   
  
The requirements for becoming SWS Secretary 
are to have been a member of The Ninety-
Nines, Inc. for two years by January 15, 2018 
and be an active member (as defined by the 
International Bylaws of The Ninety-Nines) at the 
time of filing. 
 

SECRETARY – SWS 2018-2020 

Your Southwest Section needs YOU! 

What will you do as Secretary?  According to 
the Southwest Section Bylaws, “The Secretary 
shall be responsible for the accurate and 
timely account of all transactions of the 
Section meetings and meetings of the Section 
Board of Directors…”According to Michaele 
Serasio, our current secretary, the job is quite 
busy around the two Section Meetings, 
making sure the minutes are in order from the 
previous meeting, taking the minutes at the 
meeting and writing them up to be filed.  In 
between the Section Meetings, the office of 
secretary is pretty quiet.  There is a detailed 
list of Standard Operating Procedures for the 
office of Secretary on the Southwest Section 
Website, if you would like further details.   
 
Remember the Nominating Committee is 
ready and waiting to receive your Intent to 
Seek Election form, the Section is ready and 
waiting to see you instead of Betty Boop as 
our Secretary for the 2018 – 2020 term. 
 

Written by Elaine LeCain – Bakersfield Chapter 

Nominating Committee 
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Go for it! Apply. 

For those of you who are considering applying for this 
or any scholarship, I’m here to urge you to go for it. In 
our chapter we spend a lot of energy educating 
members on scholarship availability, eligibility and 
application. If you’re reading this article, odds are that 
you already meet the requirements to apply for one of 
the several scholarships offered by the Ninety-Nines, 
Inc. 

Since earning my multi-engine commercial add-on 
with help from the Amelia Earhart Memorial and Aloha 
Chapter 99’s Marguerite Gambo Wood Scholarships, 
I went from being a Captain at Mokulele Airlines flying 
Cessna 208s interisland in Hawai‘i to being an FO at 
Envoy in CRJ-700s. Before Mokuele, I was able to 
fund instrument and commercial training with 
scholarships. These funds exist because of people 
who understand what it takes to fly this route and 
want to support others. They are there for you. 

Although amazing, getting from PPL to 121 is not 
easy.  As we all know, it is intense, fantastic, 
frustrating and expensive. Some of my happiest 
exchanges along the way have been with other pilots 
when I tell them I’m involved with the Ninety-Nines. I 
love speaking to school groups, encouraging others 
to explore aviation and even used to dress like Amelia 
Earhart for events at the Pacific Aviation Museum at 
Pearl Harbor. I once mentioned the Ninety-Nines to a 
guy I was flying with, and he replied brightly “I got a 
scholarship from the Ninety-Nines!” I felt instantly 
bonded. 

The process of researching and applying to 
scholarships improves attention to detail. It helps 
clarify goals. It connects us and expands our 
community. Just like in flight training, you application 
efforts will pay off. And when you fulfill your side of 
the award agreement by earning the endorsement, 
rating or certificate you will not only make yourself 
proud, but also your chapter and everyone who 
supports the Ninety-Nines.  Thanks to all of you who 
have supported me along the way. Here’s hoping you 
have many “I got a scholarship from the Ninety-
Nines!” moments like I have. 

Keep going! 
Sarah Hudgins 
Aloha Chapter 99s 
 

Vice Governor 
2018-2020 Term of Office 

 
In our winter edition of the Southwesterly newsletter Pat Chan 
wrote an article on the Governor’s office. As you might expect 
the Vice Governor’s position assists the Governor in the 
performance of her duties. In addition, the Vice Governor 
shall preside at the Section meetings or meetings of the 
Section Board of Directors in the absence, resignation or 
removal from office of the Governor, and shall have the 
responsibilities and duties as set forth in the standing rules. 
Holding the position of Vice Governor allows for a smoother 
transition to the position of Section Governor. 
 
At the spring and fall section meetings each year the Vice 
Governor shall work with the host Chapter or Chapters in 
planning the meetings. During the business meetings the VG 
will introduce special attendees and give a report on the 
upcoming Section meetings and solicit bids for future 
meetings. 
 
The VG is available for consultation from upcoming host 
Chapters for future section meetings and may travel to 
locations to check out facilities, check over hotel and food 
beverage contracts and updates the Southwest Section 
Meeting Guidelines on the SWS web site. 
 
I asked our current Governor Alice Talnack what it was like 
serving as the Vice Governor.  Alice replied “The role of the 
Vice-Governor is to assist and support the Governor in any 
way that you can. As a former VG I would ask the Governor 
what was on her plate that she wanted to hand off to me. The 
projects were always a learning experience and interesting. I 
learned more about the 99s as an officer than I ever would 
have learned on my own”. 
 
Our current Vice Governor, Jeanne Fenimore, replied “I’m 
having a great time. It’s fun to interact with other Chapters. It’s 
not a hard job. You get an idea what’s going on in the 
Southwest Section.” 
 
Requirements for running for office: 

1. Nominee shall have been a member of The Ninety-
Nines, Inc. for a period of two years by the date of 
Declaration of Intent to Run. 

2. Must be an active member as defined in the 
International Bylaws of the organization. 

3. Nominee shall have been a Chapter Chairman, a 
member of the Section Board of Directors, or a 
Section Committee Chairman. 

 
If you are interested in applying for this position please 
contact a member of the Southwest Section Nominating 
Committee. 
 
Catherine Santa Maria Member 
Nominating Committee January 2017 
 
Sally Biggin (Redwood Coast Flyers) sbiggin@thegrid.net 
Barbara Boot (Mt. Shasta) bboot33@comcast.net 
Pat Chan (Chairman) (Bay Cities) chiflys@sbcglobal.net 
Elaine LeCain (Bakersfield) elecain@hotmail.com 
Catherine Santa Maria (San Joaquin Valley) 
casasantamaria@yahoo.com 
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  Updated information on the 

Pilot’s Bill of Rights is 

Flying With Kids by Mommy Pilots of The 99s 

Does flying with a kid sound intimidating to you? No 
need to sweat! We have parent and grandparent time-
tested tips and advice to prepare you for your flight with 
any age child, newborn to teen. We've created our very 
own mnemonic which will highlight all the important 
stuff you need to remember when packing up the kids 
for a cross country flight. Plus, we'll cover basic 
information to help keep you and your crew calm 
should you encounter an in-flight abnormality or 
emergency. And we'll throw in a few lessons learned 
because, well, flying with kids is never standard and 
there is no checklist for that. 

eNetwork Forum 
99s Email Networking Forum 
Overview 

On January 1, 2017, the Lyris email forums have been 
discontinued. A new email forum has been set up and is hosted 
by Google Groups. Invitations to join the 99s Google Groups 
went out in December. The invitations expired after 10 days. If 
you have not yet joined 99s Google Groups, you can join from 
the group page.  

Go to https://groups.google.com/d/forum/ninetynines  and click 
on "apply for membership" under the ninetynines group name. 
Please include your full name and Chapter affiliation when you 
apply for membership so we can verify your membership in the 
99s. 

Once you have been subscribed, you can change your 
preferences and display name in settings. Sign on to the group 
(https://groups.google.com/d/forum/ninetynines). At the top right 
of the screen is a character of a person. Click on it to change 
whether you want individual, daily digest or daily summaries of 
incoming emails. When you are in settings please edit your 
display name to  your full name if it does not already appear as 
your display name. 

If you have questions about 99s Google Groups policies, have 
trouble joining or want a new invitation to join, or encounter 
problems changing your email preferences, please send an 
email to enetworking@ninety-nines.org. 

Code of Conduct & Netiquette        Policies 
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Betty Mae (Stevens) Walsh 

1932 – January 27, 2017 

Placer Gold Chapter 

 

Long Time Grass Valley Resident Betty Mae 
(Stevens) Walsh passed away peacefully at home on 
January 27, 2017, at the age of 85. Born and raised 
in San Francisco California, Betty and her husband 
James retired to Grass Valley in 1984. Beloved wife 
and mother, Betty will live forever in the hearts of 
loved ones. Betty had 3 children, Steven Walsh of 
Hilo, Sandra Malin of Auburn and Sheila Greeno of 
Truckee and 4 grandchildren,  
 
Betty lived life to the fullest. She was nothing short of 
amazing. In her 40's she earned her private pilot 
license and was a member of the The Ninety-Nines, 
Inc., an international organization of licensed women 
pilots. Betty touched the lives of many and will be 
remembered by all who knew her as a good and 
loving woman. 
 
She was preceded in death by her husband James 
Walsh. 
 
In lieu of flowers any memorial contributions may be 
made to the Shriner's Hospital for Children , or Placer 
Gold Ninety-Nines. 
 
Memorial Service was held Monday February 6 at 
12:30 at Lassila Funeral Chapels in Auburn CA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 NEW 

HORIZONS 

Steve Mangnall  

1947 - 2016 

49 1/2 - Bay Cities Chapter 
 
The Bay Cities Chapter mourns the loss of 49 ½ 
Steve Mangnall, spouse to Life Member Taya 
Dunn-Mangnall. Steve was born in Denver, CO 
and died 2016 in Oakland, CA after a short bout 
with cancer. He is remembered as a man with a 
brilliant smile who adored Taya and attended many 
99s events with her.  Often with camera in hand, 
he brought joy and caring to us.   
 
One Bay Cities member “… fondly remember(s) 
the three of us at the Forest of Friendship in 2009 
and the fun we had together there, as well as the 
Half Moon Bay lunch and Bay Cities celebrations. 
Steve was indeed a very special, talented, 
wonderful man who loved and cared …” .  We will 
miss you Steve. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Kath Holcombe and 
Wendy O’Malley 

 

Bonnie Seymour(not pictured) 

Bonnie was a member of the San Fernando 
Valley Chapter, founder of the Lake Tahoe 
Chapter, and honorary member of Reno Area.  
She passed on April 17th  after a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s at her home in Tahoe. A full New 
Horizons should be published in the next issue of 
the Southwesterly. Her family intends to have a 
gathering in August at her home. 

 
 

Dorothy Baer (not pictured) 

Reno Area Chapter 

1923-2017 

Dorothy Baer went on to New Horizons in April. Dorothy had 
taken an airplane ride with her husband, at the time, to see 
what Reno looked like from the air. They both decided to 
learn to fly. She took her check ride for ASEL in September 
of 1964 and joined the Fallon Chapter (Now Reno Area) 
right after they were chartered in 1964. An instrument rating 
followed in 1965. Her husband perished in a crash while 
flying his aircraft. Dorothy continued to take part in 99s 
activities serving as Chapter Chair and other positions. 

The Reno Air Races were one of Dorothy’s first loves. 
There she met future husband, Louis Baer, an 
accomplished WWII pilot. They had many flying adventures 
throughout the USA. Dorothy worked, for the 99s every year 
at the Air Races until health problems restricted her 
activities. The Reno Area chapter worked year round for the 
Reno Air Races until 2001 and Dorothy was always there. 
She knew the name of every pilot and lived for the unlimited 
races every year. 

She was also a long time member of Eastern Star and 
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 NEW 

HORIZONS 

Doris Estella (Rhoads) Lockness 

Sacramento Chapter 

Feb. 2, 1910 — Jan. 30, 2017 

 

Aviation pioneer Doris E. Lockness passed away at the age 
of 106 in Folsom, Calif. Born in Pennsylvania, she moved to 
California with her husband during the Great Depression. 
She was preceded in death by her second husband, Robert; 
brothers, William, Paul and Raymond; sister, Ruth; son, Paul; 
and daughter, Donna. She is survived by her sister, Marjorie 
Greiner of Paradise Valley, Ariz. She was the loving mother 
of sons David (wife Marlene) and Ronald (wife Jackie); and 
grandmother, great-grandmother, great-great-grandmother 
and great-great-great-grandmother to more than 68. She 
celebrated the birth of her first great-great-great-grandson in 
October 2016, making six generations. 

Doris and her first husband, Paul Sr., and their four small 
children lived next to a small airport in Wilmington, Calif. 
That, coupled with her fascination with the young aviation 
pioneer Amelia Earhart, drove Doris to take up flying in 1939. 
Shortly thereafter, she and her first husband divorced. She 
married Robert, who shared her passion for flying. They were 
married for 52 years before he passed. 

At age 87, Doris became the 100th pilot to fly into Amelia 
Earhart Memorial Airport in Atchison, Kansas. She was given 
the honor of being the Spirit of Amelia Earhart to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the Wright Brothers Flight “Wings 
Over Kansas.” She was a member of many organizations, 
including United Flying Octogenarians, OX5 Aviation 
Pioneers and Women Service Pilots, the Ninety Nines and 
the WASPs in World War II. She is also in the Women in 
Aviation Pioneers Hall of Fame and the Smithsonian Institute 
of Aviation. She holds advanced ratings in aircraft, 
helicopters, balloons, rotorcraft, gyroplanes and gliders. 

One of Doris’ favorite planes she flew was “Swamp Angel” 
(Vultee Stinson L-5 with 190 horsepower engine that served 
in New Guinea in World War II). She has been honored for 
her contributions to the promotion and public acceptance of 
women as pilots in general aviation. 

“Lockness’ aeronautical achievements have inspired many to 
set higher goals and stretch to reach them, encouraging 
countless women over more than seven decades to put on 
their wings and fly.” — Women’s Aviation International 
website 

Besides flying, Doris had a love of foreign sports cars. During 
these same years of flying you could catch her at car shows 
showing off her various sports cars. At the time of her 
passing, she was an honorary member of the Sacramento 
Jaguar Club. She achieved a lot in her lifetime and will be 
missed by family and friends. 

Services were held at Holy Trinity Parish in El Dorado Hills, 
Calif., on Feb. 6. In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations be made in honor of Doris to the charity of your 
choice. 

 

Leah Liesch 

San Diego Chapter 

1925 - February 17, 2017 

 

New Horizons for life-member Leah Liersch. 

SD99 Leah was a pioneering female Flight Service Specialist, 
Air Traffic Controller, Tower Controller & Flight Service Station 
operator over her 38-year career with the Civil Aeronautic 
Association, later the Federal Aviation Administration.  

 

As a 10 yr old, watching airplanes at the Kansas City airport 
and taking flights in a family friends bi-plane sparked her love 
of aviation. As a young woman, WWII gave her an opportunity 
to become an "aircraft communicator" (controller). She began 
her ATC career in 1942 and worked in several places in 
California, Boise, Winslow, AZ and Elko, NV. She soloed in a 
Luscombe in 1951, got her pilot certificate in 1954 and joined 
the Sacramento Valley chapter Ninety-Nines. After being 
transferred by the FAA to the San Diego area as air traffic 
controller in 1961, she relocated to the El Cajon Valley chapter 
(where she was past Chair) and later became a charter 
member of the Mission Bay chapter. Both chapters were later 
merged into the SD99s. She retired from ATC in 1980. 

 

Leah was an avid air racer and volunteered as a coordinator 
and timer for 25 Pacific Air Races. She worked on many All 
Women’s Transcontinental Air Races/AWTARs, affectionately 
known as Powder Puff Derbies, too. She participated in air 
marking airports and buildings for navigation and other flying 
activities with the 99s to encourage women in aviation and 
aviation safety. Leah also was a member of the Flying 
Samaritans and Silver Wings. She was 92.  

Blue Skies, Leah. 

Dorothy Norkus 
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Custom Aviation Chart COASTERS 

These chart coasters come in a pack of four (4) for $9.99  
or eight (8) for $16.99. 

 
All proceeds go toward scholarship fund  

In the Bakersfield Chapter 
 

To order email cooperthepilot@yahoo.com 
 

The coasters will soon be available to purchase also on the Int’l 
99s website 
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SWS Meeting Rotation 
Governor, Alice Talnack 

SOUTHWEST SECTION MEETING SCHEDULE 

       

    # ACTIVE  WINTER 

DATE CHAPTER LOCATION PRIOR MEMBERS  WORKSHOP 

Spring 2017 Bay Cities TBD  46  2011 

Fall 2017 Mount Shasta 
Redwood Coast 

Redding  25/10  2010/2013 

Spring 2018 Bakersfield Bakersfield S 2013 32   

Fall 2018 San Gabriel TBD  40   

Spring 2019 Sacramento Valley TBD  26   

Fall 2019 San Luis Obispo County TBD  27   

Spring 2020 Santa Rosa TBD  29   

Fall 2020 Ventura County TBD  100  2015 

Spring 2021 Placer Gold TBD  18   

Fall 2021 Rio Colorado TBD  13   

Spring 2022 Sedona Red Rockets TBD  21   

Fall 2022 Reno High Sierra TBD S 2000 46   

Spring 2023 Long Beach TBD S 2001 38   

Fall 2023 Tucson TBD F 2002 48   

Spring 2024 Santa Barbara TBD F 2004 32   

Fall 2024 Las Vegas Valley TBD F 2005 11   

Spring 2025 Santa Clara Valley TBD F 2007 75  2016 

Fall 2025 Imperial So-Lo TBD S 2008 13   

Spring 2026 Coachella TBD S 2008 17   

Fall 2026 Utah TBD F 2008 24   

Spring 2027 Phoenix TBD S 2009 76   

Fall 2027 Sutter Buttes TBD F 2009 25   

Spring 2028 San Joaquin TBD S 2010 23   

Fall 2028 Orange County TBD F 2010 69  2017 

Spring 2029 San Diego TBD S 2011 106   

Fall 2029 San Fernando Valley TBD S 2012 60   

OTHER CHAPTERS:      

Disbanded Lake Tahoe    13   

Disbanded Los Angeles Palms    13   

Disbanded Mount Diablo    2   

Disbanded Yavapai    11   

Inactive Embry-Riddle/Prescott   0   

Inactive Hi-Desert   0   

Fewer than Borrega Springs Contact  1   

15 members: Fresno Contact  10   

Volunteer In-Land Empire Contact  6   

Status: Redwood Coast Flyers Help with F 2017  10   

 Alameda County No response  13   

 Marin County No response  15   
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On December 17, 2016, Antelope Valley 99s Lynne Hsia, 
Rosemary Jensen-Coonrod, Christine Lutz, Carol 
Reukauf, and Charlene Spencer attended a talk by Burt 
and Dick Rutan on the 30th anniversary of the around-
the-world voyage of the Voyager aircraft.  It was in 
December, 1986, that the Voyager became the first 
aircraft to fly around the world without stopping or 
refueling.  It was designed by Burt Rutan and piloted by 
Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager.  The flight took off from 
Edwards Air Force Base on December 14, 1986 and 
returned 9 days later setting a flight endurance record. 

The talk by Burt and Dick was packed with emotion and 
keen insight into the development of the aircraft, the 
outlook for a successful outcome, and the difficult nature 
of the flight itself.   

Burt stressed that this was a project with no financial 
benefactor; there were no big checks coming in.  The 
aircraft was built by volunteers with funds dribbling in--
literally--$10 here, $20 there.  It was a five-year process. 

They discussed problems with the test flights and no tests 
were of the duration of the actual voyage; there were 
mechanical problems with each flight and parts were 
changed out almost to the date of departure.  Both Dick 
and Burt agreed there was pessimism that the flight could 
succeed. 

Finally, on December 14, the Voyager took off with its 
wings scrapping the runway.  It needed almost all of 
Edwards' 15,000 feet to lift off.  Burt followed the Voyager 
out to sea with pilot Mike Melvill and said he "felt that he 
was saying good-bye to his brother;" tearing up, he said 
he had no idea if he would ever see him again. 

Dick discussed the enormous difficulties with the flight.  
The aircraft was unstable and any turbulence 
exacerbated handling problems. This led to fatigue and 
long periods without sleep. Cramped quarters made for 
discomfort and bad weather caused numerous changes in 
the course.  Finally, Burt and Mike flew out to look for the 
Voyager; they saw a strobe light in the distance.  Burt 
radioed Dick to turn off the strobe; he did and Burt knew 
he had found them and that they were safe.  Again, they 
both teared up at the memory.  Burt and Mike followed 
the Voyager back to Edwards. 

The Rutans noted that President Reagan was a big fan of 
the Voyager project.  He followed the flight's progress 
from the White House and settled in to watch the landing 
on December 23.  Dick knew he had enough fuel and was 
determined to stay aloft into Day 9.  He made three low 
passes before landing and later learned the President 
was getting impatient! 

The feat earned them the 1986 Collier Trophy and 
President Reagan awarded them the Presidential Citizen 
Medal of Honor.  The Voyager is now on display at the 
Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum. 

ANTELOPE VALLEY 99s ATTEND 30TH ANNIVERSARY VOYAGER TALK 
by Lynne Hsia 
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Magical Maui Memories 
A logbook entry forever cherished! 

Above:  My flight path for the day…four islands in a 
day . 

 

Top Photo:  Flying near Big Shipwreck 

 

Middle:  Landing at Upola Airport with ocean 
sprays and short field.  Whales playing next to 
runway. 

 

Right:  Selfie over Molokai where the whales were 
playing and took video. 

. 
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Southwest Winter 
Workshop 

 

January 2017 
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ORDER YOUR BRICK NOW 
FOR THE FINAL PHASE 

THE VIEWPORT AT 
CAMARILLO AIRPORT 

 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 
The Ventura County 99s, in collaboration with the 
Department of Airports, are currently building the final 
phase of The Viewport.   We are building a 60-foot walkway 
along with a separate entrance on the left side of the 
Waypoint Cafe.   The walkway will be lined with dedication 
bricks similar to the taxiway and bench section of The 
Viewport.  Your tax deductible donation of just $150 for a 
dedication brick will help to raise the funds necessary to build 
the walkway and gardens to complete the final phase.    

 

To Order 
Visit: www.theviewport.org 

 

 
 
Need more information? 

bricks@theviewport.org 
805-312-9299 
 
ABOUT THE BRICKS 
Each dedication brick can have a 
maximum of 3 lines and each line 
can be up to 15 characters.  All 
characters will be done as upper case 
and no special characters are 
allowed except comma, dash, or 
period.  Bricks are not ordered until 
your payment is received. The brick 
placement on the walkway at The 
Viewport is done in order of receipt 
of payment.  Space is limited and 
this is the last phase.  If you missed 
the first phase, now is your chance. 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to 
buy your brick now!   
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ANTELOPE VALLEY 
CHAPTER 2017 

POKER RUN 

MEET AT 11AM-12PM 
LUNCH 12PM 
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2016 Bakersfield Chapter 
Scholarship Winner of 

$1,000 
Courtney Risner 
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This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to  

Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 

 

Layout Editor 

Dea “Cooper” Payette 

Bakersfield Chapter 

 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

 


