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Governor’s Report  

The September 12, 2020 Tucson Online 
Fall Section Meeting was a success. The 
business of the section was conducted 
while enjoying the hospitality of the 
Tucson Chapter. Eight Tucson members 
actively worked on several aspects of 
the meeting. Participation ranged from 
providing slides and music to handling 
the registration and membership 
verification. 

Their efforts were very much 
appreciated. 

The covid-19 pandemic continued to 
strongly influence our choices. Plans 
were in place to host the January 23, 
2021 Winter Workshop at Salt Lake City, 
Utah.  After careful consideration it was 
decided to change the Winter 
Workshop from an in-person workshop 
to an online workshop.  

The Winter Workshop will focus on 
Social Media. We’re still in the early 
planning stage. Presentations are being 
prepared. Topics include social media 
security, using Instagram to promote 
scholarships and create/enhance 
community in aviation, and social media 
as interpreted by analytics software. 

Reno High Sierra Chapter has plans set 
for the Spring SW Section Meeting, to 
be held on April 8 – 11, 2021. We are 
hoping that the health pandemic will 
have been resolved enough for us all to 
get together again. If reality says 
otherwise, we will have an online 
section meeting.  

This may be very optimistic, but there 
are still hopes that the 99s 2021 
International Convention will be held in-
person at Long Beach, CA. The health 
pandemic situation is being watched 
and decisions are pending. 

Marjy Leggett, Mid-Columbia 99s, and 
Glynis Olgado, Las Vegas Chapter, are 
putting plans together for our NWS/
SWS Joint Section Meeting. The venue is 
the South Point Hotel in Las Vegas, NV. 
We will be together from September 9 – 
12, 2021. 

The SWS Website has received lots of 
attention lately. The website was 
running on older versions of WordPress 
and Avada. Both have been updated to 
current versions and functional issues 
have been minimized. 

The webmaster’s standard operating 
procedures were revised and used in 
the search for a webmaster. The 
position was advertised and applicants 
interviewed. The results are being 
finalized and will be announced soon. 

 

Stay safe, 

Pat 

 

Pat Chan 

Governor 

Southwest Section 99s  
 

FALL 2020 

CALENDAR 

 
• January 23, 2021  

Winter Workshop  
Hosted by Utah Chapter  
This will be an online meeting 
focusing on Social Media 
 

• April 8-11, 2021  
Spring SWS Meeting Sparks, NV 

      Hosted by Reno High Sierra Chapter 
      Video invitation on page 7 
 
• July 7-11, 2021  

99s International Conference Long 
Beach, CA  

      Details on page 14 
 
• September 9-12, 2021 

Joint Northwest/Southwest Fall 

Section Meeting 

Hosted By Mid-Columbia 99s and 

Las Vegas Chapter, Las Vegas, NV 

 



 

 

Section Officers 

Governor: 
 Pat Chan – Bay Cities 

Vice-Governor: 
 Dea Payette – Bakersfield 

Secretary: 
 Karen Hausteen – Phoenix 

Treasurer: 
 Irene Engard – Orange County 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Directors: 
 Jennifer Perdigao - Long Beach 
 Carol Munch  – Santa Clara Valley 

Nominating Committee Chair: 
 Sunni Gibbons – Santa Maria Valley 

Nominating Committee: 
Nobi Buntin – Aloha 
Andrea Garcia – Long Beach 
Patricia Gregory – Santa Clara Valley 

 Kathy Walton –  Reno Area 

The Southwesterly 
Editor-in Chief 

Laura Del Favero 
Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Design & Layout 
open 

 
 

 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2020-2022 

 

 

Flying Activities: 

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 

Flying Activities  Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

 WINGS Program Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 

 

 

Education & Chapter Development: 

Air & Space Education  Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 

Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

Student Pilot Members Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

Sister Sections  OPEN 

 

Communication: 

Southwesterly Editor  Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Valley 

Southwesterly Layout OPEN 

Social Media/Public Relations Katie Harford, Bay Cities 

 Sheena Templo, Long Beach 

 Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley 

SWS Webmaster OPEN 

    SWS Website Calendar  Wendy O'Malley, Bay Cities  

    SWS Website Consultant  Susan Tilley, Santa Clara Valley  

    SWS Mailing List Mgr.  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 

 

Awards: 

Awards Chairman  Paula Sandling, San Fernando Valley 

AE Scholarship  Lori Parker, Ventura County 

 Ceci Stratford, San Fernando Valley 

Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY  Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley 

 

Pilot Careers:  OPEN 

  

History: 

Historian /Scrapbook OPEN 

Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 

Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 

 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 

Forest of Friendship  Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 

 

Administrative: 

Tax Compliance Barbara Crooker, Mt. Shasta  

By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 

Nominating  Sunni Gibbons, Santa Maria 

Insurance  OPEN 
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Editor’s Message 

Thank you to everyone who provided feedback on 

the Summer issue of the Southwesterly. I have 

begun making some small changes to the 

newsletter as I start to get a feel for my role as 

Editor.  

Here is our Fall 2020 newsletter. The holidays are 

officially underway. Thanksgiving was last week. I 

hope everyone was able to enjoy it. I spent the 

holiday in South Lake Tahoe with my sister. The 

holiday season is typically filled with shopping, 

gifting, and charitable giving (not necessarily in that 

order), so I’ve included a bit of each in this issue.  

2020 remains (at least for me) an unpredictable 

and somewhat chaotic year. Thankfully it’s almost 

over. As 2020 winds down, I hope that everyone is 

able to enjoy the winter holidays, keep flying, and 

stay safe and healthy. 

Please continue to send me your chapter 

newsletters and submissions for the Southwesterly 

to southwesterly@sws99s.org 

I look forward to hearing from all of you. 

Ciao, 

Laura 

Alma Arroyo, Private, Ventura County 

Annelie Hubinette, Instrument, Commercial, FIA and 
FOI, CFI, San Fernando Valley   

Erin Johnston, ATP with Falcon 900 type rating, Bay 
Cities 

Jenna Lohneis, Instrument , San Fernando Valley   

Jennifer Walinowicz, Instrument, Orange County  

Katie Harford, Private, Bay Cities 

Lisa Fusano, Commercial, FOI , San Fernando Valley   

Luz Schaible, Private, Ventura County 

Lydia Royaute, Private, Bay Cities 

Maki Honda, First Solo, Santa Clara Valley 

Marcie Smith, Cirrus Vision Jet (SF50) type rating, 
Santa Clara Valley 

Megan Kojima, Private , San Fernando Valley   

Michaela Flint, Private, Reno High Sierra 

Nancy Sliwa, Cirrus Vision Jet (SF50) type rating, Santa 
Clara Valley 

Petra Janney, Private, San Fernando Valley   

Shokoufeh Mirzaei, CFI, Instrument,  San Fernando 
Valley   

Sofia Nosratabadi, Private, Orange County 

Stephanie Corbell, Instrument, Ventura County 

Susan Ray, First Solo, Ventura County 

Tiphani Tolan, CFI, Orange County 
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Southwest Section 99s Honor WASP Edith Smith with a Flyover 

Submitted by Rio Colorado Chapter 

The Rio Colorado 99's Chapter jumped into action after a 

conversation with 99’s Vice President, Terry Carbonell. Pamela 

Rudolph and Shannon Hicks from the Rio Colorado 99’s had the 

privilege of organizing an honorary fly over for WASP member, Edith 

Smith on August 30th, 2020. Edith turned 99 years young and several 

members of the 99's from different chapters met in Tucson Arizona to 

wish Edith a Happy Birthday in high flying style!  

Typically for most folk, they tend to learn to drive before flying, but 

not in Edith Baugh Upson Smith's case. She learned to fly at the young 

age of 18 and learned to drive a car 12 years later at 30 years old! 

Once she got a taste of flight, she never turned back.  

During WWII there were a little over 2,000 WASP members and Edith 

was one of them. Just a few of Edith's duties included flight instructor 

for male cadets, test flying repaired and new aircraft and ferrying 

planes across the country. She flew various planes such as the PT-17, 

BT-13, AT-6, B-25, and UC-78. Her training was at Avenger Field in 

Sweetwater Texas. She later was assigned to Frederick Army Airfield 

in Oklahoma.  

"This is a chance to honor women who wanted to serve their country. Because of the WASP members, we now have 

women fighter pilots, astronauts, commercial airline pilots and instructors. These women paved the way for women 

pilots today," says Pamela Rudolph, organizer and member of The Rio Colorado 99's Chapter. "Edith is an aviation 

pioneer, and we want to honor her on her 

99th birthday. These women are a national 

treasure. Edith is one of them, and we want 

to celebrate her by performing a flyover."  

On the early morning of August 30th, as 

members gathered together for a briefing 

at Ryan Airport, they had an unexpected 

guest visit. Jessica Cox from the Tucson 99's 

inspired us all and helped with the 

transition of Willow Willpower to catch her 

next flight with a brief stop in Lake Havasu 

City, Arizona as she makes her way to her 

final destination back to Australia.  

Wheels were up by 10:00am and over 20 

planes lined the runway to wiggle their 

wings and wish Edith Smith a happy 99th 
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birthday. Edith was watching with her friends from the grounds of her residence in the Green Valley area. She was 

given a receiver radio from the Tucson 99's Chapter President, Evelyn Cowing, so she could hear the pilots from the 

sky deliver beautiful birthday blessings and wishes to her. Various clips, pictures, and live footage can be seen on the 

99’s International Facebook page.  

Edith was spotted wearing her WASP scarf and holding her radio and never took her eyes off the sky. She enjoyed 

watching several different aircraft which included a Van's Aircraft RV-10, Piper PA-18 Super Cub, Grumman Yankee 

AA1, Hatz CB-1 biplane, Boeing - Stearman PT-17 biplane, a Ryan PT-22 Recruit plus a GC-1 Swift among several 

other planes.  

Edith Smith Flyover (cont’d) 
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Thank you to Shannon Hicks and Pamela Rudolph for organizing this amazing event. It was an honor to be joined by 

fellow women pilots from Rio Colorado 99s, Phoenix 99s, Tucson 99s, Fullerton 99s, Los Angeles 99s and Tucson EAA 

chapter 81.  

Thank you, Edith, for your tremendous sacrifice and service as a WASP member. Your passion for flying at a young 

age has inspired generations of female pilots, you are truly an inspiration! This flyover was a magnificent sight and 

not an eye was dry as the planes flew high above Edith for her 99th birthday. Happy Birthday to you Edith Baugh Up-

son Smith, Class of 44-7 WASP!  

Edith Smith Flyover (cont’d) 
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Message from the SWS Nominating Committee 
 

Your SWS Nominating Committee is looking for a few awesome women to fill some section board vacancies for our 
upcoming election.   If you ever wanted to learn more about how the 99s operate, meet some very talented and 
exciting women, and be in on the latest news then please contact one of the nominating committee members:   

Sunni Gibbons: sunni40@comcast.net 
Pat Gregory: plowers@pacbell.net 
Andrea Garcia : CaFlyGirl1@gmail.com 
Kathy Walton : kathywalton99@gmail.com 
Nobi Buntin : bobbiebuntin@gmail.com 
 
The deadline for submitting the Intent To Seek Election Form is January 17, 2022. We don’t have  a specific date for 
the election as yet but it will be in the April-May 2022 timeframe, to be announced before the Spring 2022 meeting 
with the Installation being at that meeting. Technically, all of the offices from Governor through the full nominating 
committee will be on the ballot.  We are hoping to have multiple candidates for each office apply, including 
Governor, Vice Governor, Treasurer, Secretary, two Directorships and the Nominating Committee. 

We can help steer you through the very simple process toward a rewarding term on the SWS board.  

mailto:sunni40@comcast.net
mailto:plowers@pacbell.net
mailto:CaFlyGirl1@gmail.com
mailto:kathywalton99@gmail.com
mailto:bobbiebuntin@gmail.com


 

 

 

2021 Spring SWS Meeting Announcement 
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https://youtu.be/1MsyYY7Rj5M


 

 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE 

Aloha Chapter 

Members of the Aloha Chapter have formed the Keiki Christmas Charity as a way to support less fortunate teens on the 

outer islands of Hawaii. Read about their generosity here: https://www.alohachapter99s.org/charity--fundraising.html.  

Bay Cities Chapter 

Bay Cities completed a new compass rose at Smith Ranch in Marin County, CA. 

Fullerton Chapter 

The Fullerton Chapter partnered with the San Diego Chapter to award the Sylvia Paoli Scholarship to Long Beach Chapter 

member Soyla Flor. 

Monterey Bay Chapter 

Monterey Bay won the SWS’s Air and Space award for a large chapter. Chapter member Mercedes Eulitt is training to 

become a jump pilot at Hollister Airport. Jeanne Sabankaya visited the crash site of the CAF B-25J near Stockton, CA. 

Orange County Chapter 

Chapter members attended a socially-distanced outdoor viewing of the movie Mercury 13 in a fellow OC99s member’s 

backyard. Several OC99s flew or drove to Palm Springs Air Museum for a tour and lunch. 

Sacramento Valley Chapter 

Sacramento Valley is planning a “cookies for the tower” visit to KSAC in December. Take some inspiration from Sac 

Valley. Although you can’t go up in the tower due to COVID restrictions, you can still show your controllers some love 

this holiday season by dropping by with some homemade treats. 

San Diego Chapter 

The San Diego Chapter awarded two scholarships, an Advanced Training Scholarship and the Sylvia Paoli Scholarship 

with Fullerton. 

San Luis Obispo 

The SLO chapter is participating in the annual Friends of the Oceano Airport Toys for Tots event. Due to COVID, this 

year’s event will be virtual. The chapter is also planning a drive-by “cookies to the tower” visit with no actual tower tour. 

Santa Clara Valley 

Several members of the Santa Clara Valley Chapter have been involved in starting up a DART at the Palo Alto Airport. In 

October, they participated in flying PPE from Santa Barbara to Eugene, Oregon to serve first responders during the fires 

there.   

Ventura County 

This past summer, the Ventura County Chapter awarded three scholarships totaling $7,000. For her numerous 

contributions to aviation and the 99s, VC99s chapter member Susan Liebeler was honored with a scholarship in her 

name. 
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Shop to Support Fundraising for Aviation Scholarships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many more chapter items for sale here:  https://www.ninety-nines.org/chapter-sale-items.htm 
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https://www.ninety-nines.org/chapter-sale-items.htm
https://sanantonio99s.org/2019-fiesta-medal/
https://paradisecoast99s.com/shop-1
https://sd99s.square.site/
https://oc99s.org/oc-99s-chapter-sale-items/
https://www.alohachapter99s.org/merchandise.html
https://epa99s.org/merchandise


 

 

 

 

 

Women in Aviation Calendar to Support Scholarships 

 

The Manitoba Chapter of the 99s is selling 2021 
calendars featuring women in aviation in Manitoba 
for $20 each.  

 

100% of all sales go to our endowment fund for C-
FLUG (a Cessna 150) and scholarships promoting 
female pilots, AME’s, and traffic controllers.  

 

Our club plane, C-FLUG is used by 99s to build hours 
and stay current. 99s from all Chapters are welcome 
to fly FLUG for $20/hour, and we offer free 
accommodation for 99s flying FLUG adjacent to the 
airport. Many 99s from across Canada have taken 
advantage of this opportunity! 

Women Fly Manitoba 

mb99payments@gmail.com  
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2021 Joint Northwest/Southwest Fall Section Meeting 
 

September 9-12, 2021 

Co-hosted by the Mid-Columbia and Las Vegas Chapters. 

Glynis Olgado from the Las Vegas Chapter and Marjy Leggett from the Mid-Columbia 

Chapter invite you to join them as they co-host the 2021 Joint NWS/SWS Fall Section 

Meeting on September 9 - 12, 2021. The meeting will be held at the South Point Hotel 

& Casino in Las Vegas, NV.  

mailto:mb99payments@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Sofia Nosratabadi, Orange County Chapter 
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Help Save the Reno Air Races 

For more than 56 years, the National Championship Air Races has carried on a proud legacy. Now, that legacy is in 
jeopardy due to financial hardship from the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are asking for help by launching a fundraising 
campaign to “Save The Races” with the goal of raising $500,000 by the end of this year.  As we continue to do 
everything in our power to make up for the shortfall we are humbly reaching out to you – our fans and supporters – 
to help save the Reno Air Races. 

As you know, the event is about more than just the races. It’s an opportunity to bring fans together, to honor our 
military members and provide STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education that inspires today’s 
youth to pursue careers in aviation and aerospace engineering. Without your help, all of this is at risk. Together, we 
can preserve the National Championship Air Races for generations to come. 

As a charitable 501(c)3 non-profit, all donations to the Reno Air Racing Association are 100% tax deductible. 

For more information and to donate: https://airrace.org/save-the-races/ 

https://airrace.org/save-the-races/
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Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarships 

AE Scholarship Application Deadline is January 1, 2021 

There are five separate Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarships: 

2021 AE Flight Training Scholarship Application 

Up to $20,000 to complete an additional pilot certificate or rating or pilot training course. 
Examples: Multi-engine rating, commercial certificate, King Air competency or qualification training or Boeing 737 
type rating. 

2021 AE Academic Scholarship Application 

Up to $10,000 scholarship towards one year of a college degree in aviation or aerospace. Students may re-apply 
for continuing support through graduation. 
Examples: Associate's, Bachelor's, Master's, or Doctoral degree in fields such as aerospace engineering, aviation 
business management, air traffic management, or professional pilot. Note: Flight training may be included if 
integral to curriculum. 

2021 AE Technical Training Scholarship Application 

Up to $20,000 scholarship to complete an aviation or aerospace technical training or certification course. 
Examples: ATP CTP, Airframe and/or Powerplant Mechanic certificate, Dispatcher certificate, Air Traffic Control 
training program, government or manufacturer's safety training, specialized training or certification course. Note: 
Excludes any flight training and any technical training that is part of a college degree program. 

2021 AE Vicki Cruse Memorial Scholarship Application for Emergency Maneuver Training 

Fully paid scholarship to provide emergency maneuver and spin training in addition to an introduction to 
aerobatics. In memory of 99 Vicki Cruse, this scholarship is available to any licensed pilot member of The 99s 
without regard to existing ratings, financial need or length of membership. Complete details about the training 
may be found in the application package. 

2021 AE Kitty Houghton Memorial Scholarship Application 

This International scholarship in memory of Kitty Houghton, is offered specifically to encourage women pilots in 
emerging economy countries to pursue a career in aviation benefiting their home country. Applicants should 
demonstrate an interest in and enthusiasm for flying and have begun to work on their pilot's license. 

Apply now!  https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm 

https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm


 

 

2021 Ninety-Nines International Conference 
July 7-11, 2021 

 

 

The Southwest Section Conference Committee was 

full speed ahead until March 19th, when the State of 

California and the City and County of Los Angeles 

were given “Stay at home orders” the world shut 

down. 

Businesses closed, we must use social distancing, 

and everyone must wear a mask when outside. 

Flights are canceled and planes are mothballed all 

over the Southwest.  

We had hoped it would only last a few weeks, but as 

weeks and months passed by, we realized that the 

2020 Conference was not going to happen. 

Postponing the Conference was heart breaking for 

us and passing this information onto the 

International Board was difficult. 

 

We would like to Thank the Arabian Section for 

graciously postponing their 2021 Conference to allow us to reschedule Long Beach for 2021.  

• The Queen Mary is thrilled we plan to return  

• Group Room Rates remain the same 

• We plan to keep the same tours 

• All speakers will return, we plan to add a few new ones 

• The Post Conference Cruise is being renegotiated 

• All registrations will remain but if you need to cancel, we do hope you will return, but the rates will increase 

next year 

This will be a Conference to be remembered, we hope for better reasons then being canceled. 

We hope 2021 will be a time when we are all together and can enjoy each other’s company again. 

Please stay safe and healthy! 

The 2021 Conference Committee 

Registration link: https://travelplannerstexas.swoogo.com/99s2021/333555 
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Send your submissions to: 

southwesterly@sws99s.org 

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN 
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support 

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to  

Editor-in Chief 
Laura Del Favero 

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

 

Feb 20 submissions due for Winter issue 

May 20 submissions due for the Spring issue 

Aug 20 submissions due for the Summer issue 

Nov 20 submissions due for the Fall issue 


