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As your Southwest Section 50th 
Governor it is time for me to say 
“Goodbye”. 

I do not even know where to begin 
saying “Thank You”. So many of you 
have supported me these past two 
years.  Of course, “Thank You” to my 
SWS Board members, the mentors that 
have guided me along the way and the 
many SWS chapter volunteers that have 
said “Yes” when I needed help.  

The accomplishments that our section 
has made this term, 2016-2018, are 
many. The following list only begins to 
show the projects that the SWS has 
worked on these past two years: 

SWS Rotating Section Meeting 
Schedule - We went from not knowing 
where we would hold the next Section 
Meeting to a schedule that goes through 
2035. 

SWS Memorabilia -Retention 
and storage - and the start of plans for 
how to archive and possibly house and 
display our treasures. 

Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) -Updated SOPs for 
each of the SWS Board positions and 
Nominating Committee.  

SWS Section Meeting 
Registration Website - Retained and 
donated to the SWS by former 
webmistress Maureen Kenney. 

Our bid for the 2020 
International Conference, Long Beach, 
accepted as the location by the 
International Board, project leader, 
Jeanne Fenimore. 

Updates to the SWS Standing 
Rules and Bylaws - Guidelines for e-
voting for the SWS and chapters. An 
efficient cost saving step for us, not to 
mention the decreased workload for the 
Nominating Committee. 
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Electronic Voting - Process in 
place for the SWS, project leaders – Pat 
Chan, Dot Norkus, Pat Prentiss. 

Two Outstanding Winter 
Workshops - Addressing and updating 
our SWS Awards and Scholarship 
programs. 

Welcoming Back SWS 
Chapters - The Los Angeles Chapter, 
Utah and Yavapai chapters have all 
worked to reorganize and revitalize their 
chapters back to active status. 

SWS Membership - Along with 
chapters being revitalized we have 
increased our membership and regained 
some members. 

And, we had some bumps along the 
way, but again members understood, we 
learned a lot and moved on. 

My personal delight and greatest 
enjoyment as your Governor has been to 
visit chapter meetings and events. I 
recently attended my 23rd  SWS Chapter 
Meeting/Event (out of 42 Chapters) and I 
want to express how inspiring it has 
been to attend one of your chapter 
meetings or events.  Over the past four 
years as Governor and Vice-Governor 
for our Southwest Section I have 
received more from attending chapter 
meetings than I have given. I always 
leave a chapter meeting or event 
wanting to be a member of every one of 
those 23 chapters.  If you are a future 
SWS officer or Chapter Chair or a 99 
who happens to be in an area when a 
chapter is holding a meeting or event, 
ATTEND!!!  You will walk into the 
meeting or event and have instant 
friends in an atmosphere to talk about 
what you are passionate about, flying. 

Thank you to each of the chapters for 
including me in your meetings and 
events. It has been the highlight of my 
service to you, the Southwest Section of 
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the International Women Pilots 
Organization, the 99s. 

Congratulations to the new SWS 
Board (2018-2020) and the 
Committee Chairs.  Enjoy every 
moment of your term. Believe me, it 
goes quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice Talnack 
Governor 

2016-2018 
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Section Officers 

Governor: 
 Alice Talnack – Monterey Bay 

Vice-Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Secretary: 
 Michaele Serasio – Monterey Bay 

Treasurer: 
 Felicia Hoppe – Sutter Buttes 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Barbara Crooker – Mount Shasta 

Directors: 
 Paula Sandling - San Fernando Valley 
 Lynn Meadows – Reno High Sierra 

Nominating Committee Chair: 
 Pat Chan – Bay Cities 

Nominating Committee: 
Elaine LeCain - Bakersfield 
Sally Biggin – Redwood Coast Flyers  
Barbara Boot – Mount Shasta 
Catherine Santa Maria - San Joaquin  
Valley 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 
Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

Design & Layout 
Dea “Cooper” Payette 
Bakersfield Chapter 

 

 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2016-2018 

 
Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight 

 
Flying Activities: 

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 
Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 
Flying Activities  Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

 WINGS Program Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
 
Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities 

for women and aviation education in the community 
 
Education & Chapter Development: 

Aerospace Education  Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 
Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 
Membership  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Associate Members Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 
Sister Sections  Marye Anne Read, Reno Area 

 
Communication: 

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 
Southwesterly Layout Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield 
Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 
SWS Website  Claudia Contreras, Monterey Bay 

 
Awards: 

Awards Chairman  Paula Sandling, San Fernando Valley 
AE Scholarship  Lori Parker, Ventura County 
Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 
WPOY  Linda Mae Hivert, Reno Area 
 

Pilot Careers:  Candace Harding, San Joaquin Valley 
  
 
 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique 
history of women in aviation 

 
History: 

Historian  Anita Lewis, Rio Colorado 
Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 
Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 
 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 
Forest of Friendship  Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 
Scrapbook  Open 

 
Administrative: 

Tax  Penny Nagy, Sutter Buttes 
 Lianne Oakes, Orange County  
By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 
Nominating  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 
Insurance  Open 

 
 

sws99s.org 
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Letter from the Editor 
My dearest women of flight, 
Here we are headed for Spring and I’m ready for some 
decent flying weather. Only having occasional 
weekends to fly is getting old! The weather seems to 
turn ugly just when I have time to fly. More opportunities 
are coming with longer days and warmer mornings for 
those early morning jaunts before work. 

We didn’t have a lot of articles for this newsletter, but it 
should still have some good information in it. Surely 
there were more ratings and accomplishments than I 
saw in the newsletters I received! Let’s celebrate those 
people!   

I’m hoping that you will be contributing more for the 
June issue. The membership loves your articles and 
pictures, so please send them to: 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

Don’t forget to vote. You should have gotten the email 
notifying you of the Southwest Section and the 
International voting.  If you didn’t receive it please notify 
the webmasters to check your email address, or check 
your “spam” folder. It should come from: Southwest 
Section International Women Pilots 
Organization <invitations@app.electionbuddy.com for 
the Section, and The Ninety-Nines Inc International 
Organization of Women 
Pilots <invitations@app.electionbuddy.com for 
International. The subject line is: “Vote Now: Southwest 
Section, International Women Pilots Organization - 
SWS Board of Directors Election 2018” or “Vote Now: 
99s - 2018 International Election”. 

The Spring Section Meeting is coming up fast, so don’t 
forget to register and make your reservations. It should 
be a great weekend. Pray for good weather for rafting! 

 

Fly safe; fly often! 

 

Blue skies and blessings to all, 

 

Jeanne Pierce 

Southwesterly Editor 

HOW TO SEND A BLAST 
 
Here are some instructions to send a blast email.  
 
Please write the email EXACTLY how you would like 
our members to see it.  
 

Example:  
Dear 99s,  
Blah blah blah 
 
Thank You,  
Claudia Maciel-Contreras 

 
To send off a blast email, please send the email 
to: sws99mem@sws99s.org.  

Please keep in mind that the webmaster can 
NOT edit any blast email after submission! The 
only options the webmaster has are 'approve' or 
'reject'. If you need to correct an error, please 
send another version to the provided email 
address.  

 
Here are some pointers for a good-looking blast email:  
- Address the members (Hello ladies, Dear 99s, etc). 
(Do NOT start with 'Hey webmaster, can you please 
publish this etc.) 
- Format it like a formal letter (paragraphs, logical 
order, contact information on the bottom) 
- Make sure attachments are in PDF format 
- Please refrain from overdoing it on formatting 
(colors, size, style). A professional looking email 
should have no more than 3 styles of lettering.  
- Choose a 'sans serif' font; these are easier to process 
for the eye/brain when presented on a computer screen. 
Examples: Helvetica, Avant Garde, Arial, Geneva, or 
Gmail's Sans Serif font.  
(whereas 'serif' fonts are easier to read when printed on 
paper, such as Times Roman, Courier, New Century 
Schoolbook, Palatino and Gmail's Serif font).  
 
If you choose to use Word to write the email and copy 
the text into Gmail: under 'formatting options' (the A 
symbol next to 'send'), click the most right button (Tx). 
This will remove any formatting Word may have 
embedded in the background. Then, you can use the 
text formatting options provided by Gmail to edit the 
size/style/color of your text.  
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any further 
questions. 
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  2018 Calendar 

 
March 22-24, 2018 

Women in Aviation Conference 
Peppermill Hotel 

Reno, NV 
 

April 1, 2018 
SWS Ballots Due 

 
April 27-29, 2018 

Spring SWS meeting 
Bakersfield 

 
July 3-8, 2018 

99s International Conference 
Philadelphia, PA 

http://www.99sconference.org/ 

 
July 14, 2018 

Fly-in and pancake breakfast at the 
Mogollon Airpark,Overgaard,AZ (AZ82). 

The Ninety-Nines are welcome  
to have a free booth. 

for info contact: Pat Forbes 
percyflies@gmail.com or 650 302-6866 

 
July 16-21, 2019 

99s International Conference 
Dayton, OH 

 
July 8-12, 2020 

99s International Conference 
Long Beach, CA 

 
 

 
 

Registration for the 
Southwest Section 99s 
Spring 2018 Meeting, 

Bakersfield CA. is 
available now! 

The SWS 99s Spring 2018 meeting is hosted by the 
Bakersfield Chapter, 

and will take place April 26th – April 29, 2018. 

Click the web address below to visit the event 
website for more information and to register. 

http://ninetynines.net/sws99sBakersfield/index.asp 

For on-line registration payment: 
www.paypal.me/bakersfield99s 

 

Silent Auction will be LIVE  
March 15, 2018 to April 28, 2018 

To make bids 
www.32auctions.com/bakersfield99s 
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Ratings and Accomplishments 

Krystal Budde – Private Pilot 
Bay Cities Chapter 

 
 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

1

Bakersfield Chapter 
 
The chapter invites and welcomes the SWS to attend 
their 70th anniversary celebration to be held Friday 
evening during the Spring SWS Meeting 2018.  The 
Holiday Party had special guest, Alice Talnack SWS 
Governor, in attendance along with previous chapter 
members.  We now have a group FB page for 99s only 
and non-profit FB page for all aviation enthusiasts and 
supporters.  Feel free to LIKE us! 
 
Bay Cities Chapter 
 
Their calendar includes an aviation movie night, JPL 
tour, and a Girl Scout day at Oakland Aviation Museum. 
March brings their 86th Anniversary and Open Cockpit 
Day at the museum where they will have a booth. After 
the sad loss of Jean Tinsley, an endowment fund was 
established with funds she bequeathed for scholarships. 
They published six scholarship opportunities in their 
newsletter, including AOPA, a LadiesLoveTaildraggers 
scholarship and AEMSF. There are several winging 
parties on the list, and a poker run planned in June. 
 
Fullerton Chapter 
 
These members are starting out another busy year with 
a Yuma/Algodones/Havasu fly-in, exercising their skills 
and encouraging others. There is another fly-in to 
Joshua Tree National Park in March. Some members 
attended the NGPA (National Gay Pilots’ Association) 
seminar in Palm Springs, and some attended the 50th 
anniversary of AFI (Aviation Facilities, Inc.) who created 
the Sylvia Paoli scholarship. This was Fullerton’s first 
scholarship and they partnered with the San Diego 
chapter to make that happen.   
 
Reno Area Chapter 
 
In December each year they make donations to the 
Domestic Violence Recovery Center after the holiday 
meeting. There are three scholarships available, once 
again, thanks to the fundraising efforts from the air races 
and badge sales. They have several events to 
participate in, including Career Days at North Valleys 
High and Fernley Intermediate school, and Youth 
Aviation Adventure in Minden.  
 
Sacramento Valley Chapter 
 
The Sacramento Valley Chapter is planning their Flying 
Companion Seminar in April and looking ahead to the 
summer events of Capital Airshow which is celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of Mather Airport, 70th anniversary 
of the USAF, and 20th anniversary of the airshow! Did 
you know that Sacramento Valley has an instagram 
account?  
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San Luis Obispo Chapter 
 
Chapter members participated in a Camarillo fly-out that 
brought them into some less than perfect weather 
conditions. They chose to use this experience as a 
learning opportunity and debriefed the event at their next 
chapter meeting, at which they invited one of the 
member’s flight instructor for the discussion. As a result 
of the discussion, they reviewed “Special VFR” and have 
decided to always include an alternate airport to their fly-
out plan. Fly-outs are truly learning experiences and are 
not just social gatherings. The Special VFR 
requirements, as well as, a youtube video link were 
included in their newsletter. You will find those in this 
newsletter as well. 
 

 

For more information on the activities of our 
Chapters, visit our Southwest Section website where 
more newsletters are posted and the Spring Chapter 
reports are posted in the Members Only section 
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Please note the deadline has changed to August 31, 2018 

 

Southwest Section Members 
                                              

Call for Nominations for 2018 WOMAN PILOT OF THE YEAR 
 

The 2018 WOMAN PILOT OF THE YEAR and PROFESSIONAL WOMAN PILOT OF 
THE YEAR will be revealed at the Southwest Section Meeting Banquet at the San Gabriel 
Section Meeting Banquet on Saturday night, October 6, 2018 
It always amazes me that the 99s are such a skilled and talented organization of women.  
And I might add to that; each one has such an interesting and fascinating repertoire of 
accomplishments.  Not only is it an honor to be a member of the 99s, but to be selected 
by her peers as WPOY is an even greater distinction. 
I urge all you, wonderfully talented women pilots to take a look around you and at yourself 
for potential candidates to be nominated for Woman Pilot of the Year or for Professional 
Woman Pilot of the Year for 2018. The instructions and deadline August 31, 2018 for the 
Fall Section meeting are on the Southwest Section web site. You may send it USPS or 
electronically. 
 
 

This should take you right to the page.  http://www.sws99s.org.wpoy/ 
Send to: Linda  Mae Hivert                                                                                                                                     

1519 Mill Creek Way                                                                                                           
Gardnerville, NV 89410                                                                                                         

info@nifti.com 
775-225-4951 

Looking forward to seeing your application for the next Woman Pilot of the Year. 
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Governor	
Jeanne	Fenimore	–	San	Fernando	Chapter	 
	
I’ve	been	a	member	of	the	99s	since	1973	and	belong	to	
the	San	Fernando	Valley	Chapter.	I	owe	a	Cessna	182	which	
is	based	at	Whiteman	Airport.	I	love	flying	it	to	Section	
Meetings,	Chapter	Events	and	Events	of	other	Chapters.	 
I	am	currently	Vice-Governor	of	the	Southwest	Section	and	
have	also	served	as	a	Director	and	Chairman	of	the	
Nominating	Committee.	I	am	also	Co-Chairman	of	the	2020	
International	Conference	in	Long	Beach	&	was	Editor	of	the	
Southwesterly	for	4	years.		
 
I	have	held	most	Board	positions	in	the	San	Fernando	
Valley	Chapter	and	have	been	Committee	Chairman	for	
several	Chapter	Committees.	I	was	Co-Chair	of	the	2012	
Spring	Section	Meeting,	and	have	attended	all	Section	
Meetings	and	International	Meetings	for	at	least	the	last	10	
years.		
 
I	have	enjoyed	being	Vice-Governor	and	feel	I	am	ready	to	
step	up	to	Governor.		
 
Vice-Governor	
Pat	Chan	–	Bay	Cities	Chapter		
 
In	1984,	two	years	after	earning	a	Private	Pilot	Certificate,	I	
became	a	member	of	the	99s.	I	served	as	Vice-Chairman	
and	Chairman	for	the	Bay	Cities	Chapter.		
 
There	were	many	ways	of	contributing	to	the	aviation	
community.	Activities	included	air-marking	airports,	
teaching	at	Right	Seat	Seminars,	and	assisting	in	
fundraisers.		
 
I	was	fortunate	to	be	a	delegate	at	Southwest	Section	
Meetings	and	International	99s	Conferences.	Participation	
in	99s	aviation	exchanges,	included	visiting	Japan,	China,	
Finland	and	Russia	in	the	1980s.		
 
Over	the	years,	I	have	been	an	Oral	Historian	for	the	
Southwest	Section	of	the	99s	and	The	Ninety-Nines,	Inc.	
During	2016,	I	was	elected	Chairman	of	the	Southwest	
Section	Nominating	Committee.	Then	in	2017,	I	was	
elected	as	a	99s	Museum	of	Women	Pilots	Trustee.	 
If	elected	to	be	Southwest	Section	Vice-Governor	I	will	
draw	upon	past	experiences	to	fulfill	the	duties	of	the	
office.	 
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Secretary		
 
Dea	“Cooper”	Payette	–	Bakersfield	Chapter		
 
Since	becoming	a	private	pilot	in	2014,	I	have	been	
extremely	active	with	the	99s	and	other	aviation	related	
organizations	while	continuing	my	training.	I	have	eagerly	
taken	on	responsibilities	such	as	Membership	Chair,	
Secretary,	various	committees,	and	judges	panel	for	
scholarships.	I	love	having	mentored	several	young	ladies	
in	addition	to	taking	them	on	their	first	flight.	I	presently	
serve	as	the	Chapter	Chair,	SWS	Wings	Program	Chair,	
Chapter	Newsletter	Editor	&	Facebook	administrator,	
Layout	Editor	of	Southwest	Section	“Southwesterly”,	and	
on	the	committee	for	the	2018	Spring	SWS	meeting.	I	have	
attended	section	meetings	and	the	Int’l	conference	in	
Ottawa.	I	was	awarded	the	2015	Jeppesen	Scholarship.	I	
am	proud	to	have	been	named	both	the	Rookie	Pilot	and	
Pilot	of	the	Year	during	my	tenure	at	SFV	99s.	I	am	
passionate	about	serving	99s	and	commit	whole-heartedly	
to	being	your	next	Secretary.		
	
 
Sharon	Raney	–	Sacramento	Valley	Chapter		
 
It	is	important	to	give	back	to	any	organization	of	which	
you	are	a	part.	This	is	the	reason	I’m	running	for	the	office	
of	secretary.		
 
Previously,	I’ve	served	as	Southwest	Section	Treasurer	and	
on	the	Nominating	Committee.	I	enjoyed	both	of	those	
experiences	and	am	ready	for	a	new	challenge.	 
I’ve	served	on	the	boards	of	several	organizations	and	as	
secretary	of	some	of	them.	I	feel	that	I	am	qualified	to	
serve	as	the	Southwest	Section	Secretary.		
 
I	know	there	are	standards	for	the	Southwest	Section	
Secretary	position	and	I	am	willing	to	uphold	whatever	is	
expected	of	me.	Right	now	I	am	not	currently	serving	the	
Sacramento	Valley	Chapter	in	any	capacity,	so	I	have	the	
time	to	devote	to	this	position.	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Candidates	Statements	SWS	Board	of	Directors	Election	2018-2020 
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Treasurer	 
Irene	Engard	–	Orange	County	Chapter		
 
I	joined	the	Orange	County	Chapter	99s	in	1978,	shortly	
after	receiving	my	PPL,	then	relocated	to	Nevada	and	
joined	the	Reno	Area	Chapter.	In	addition	to	working	the	
Reno	Air	Races	with	other	Chapter	members;	I	served	as	
Treasurer,	Newsletter	Editor,	and	SWS	representative.	 
I	have	served	the	SWS	as	Treasurer	and	for	over	10	years	
was	Editor	of	the	Southwesterly	when	it	was	published	bi-
monthly.		
 
In	1988,	I	returned	to	Orange	County.	My	day	job	is	
“concierge	bookkeeper”	at	my	own	company.	I’m	a	
numbers	gal,	using	my	investment	and	tax	skills	to	benefit	
my	clients.		
 
This	is	my	fourth	(and	final)	year	serving	as	Chairman	of	the	
OC	Chapter.	I	am	one	of	our	Chapter	Newsletter’s	editors,	
providing	more	than	just	the	Chairman’s	message.		
 
If	elected	to	be	the	Southwest	Section	Treasurer,	I	will	use	
my	knowledge	and	experience	to	fulfill	the	duties	of	the	
office.		
 
Directors		
 
Laura	Del	Favero	–	Santa	Clara	Valley	Chapter		
 
I	have	been	an	active	member	of	the	99s	since	joining	in	
2007.	In	that	time,	I	have	served	the	Santa	Clara	Valley	
chapter	as	Secretary,	Vice-Chairman,	and	two	terms	as	
Chapter	Chairman,	as	well	as	assisted	my	chapter	with	
various	committees,	fundraisers,	and	flying	companion	
seminars.	In	2017,	I	received	a	Service	award	from	my	
chapter.	I	have	also	attended	nearly	all	of	the	SWS	
meetings	since	joining	the	99s.		
 
I	earned	a	Private	Pilot	Certificate	(ASEL)	in	2003,	followed	
by	Seaplane,	Instrument,	and	Commercial	ratings.	I	fly	a	
1978	Cessna	182	and	actively	participate	in	fly-ins,	air	
races,	and	volunteer	as	an	Angel	Flight	pilot.	I	volunteered	
for	NIFA	Region	II	when	held	in	San	Jose	in	2016.	 
I	would	like	to	further	my	commitment	to	the	99s	by	
serving	as	Director	of	the	SWS.		
	
Diana	Ward	–	Mt.	Shasta	Chapter		
 
I	love	talking	to	all	my	super	friends	when	we	meet	at	
Section	meetings.	It	is	the	real	reason	to	keep	going.	I	want	
to	help	further	the	goals	of	the	99s	and	attract	young	&	old	
alike	to	our	organization.	 
 

4

Directors		continued…	
	
Paula	Sandling	–	San	Fernando	Valley	Chapter		
 
I	would	like	to	continue	to	serve	as	your	Director	for	2018-
2020.	As	your	Director	I	have	worked	with	the	SWS	awards	
committee	chairs	in	updating	the	awards	section	
presentations	and	applications,	as	well	as	helping	to	clean	
up	the	awards	section	on	the	SWS	Website,	worked	with	
Governor	and	Vice-Governor	in	locating,	storing	and	
organizing	SWS	historical	records	and	currently	part	of	the	
SWS	core	committee	for	2020	99s	International	
Conference	on	the	Queen	Mary.	Attended	International	
Board	meetings	in	Oklahoma	City	to	stay	in	touch	with	
what	is	going	on	at	International	level.	I	continue	to	be	an	
active,	current	flying	member	of	the	SFV	99s.	Belong	to	
AOPA,	Cal	Pilots	and	Pine	Mt	Lake	Aviation	Association.	
Have	attended	56	Southwest	Section	Conferences,	18	
International	Conferences	and	numerous	Winter	Board	
Meetings	since	joining	the	99s.		
 
It	would	be	an	honor	to	serve	again	as	your	SWS	Director	
for	2018-2020.		
 
Nominating	Committee		
 
Rosemary	Jensen	–	Antelope	Valley	Chapter		
 
I	joined	the	99s	High	Desert	Chapter	in	1979	(one	year	
after	obtaining	my	ASEL	rating).	In	1988,	nine	of	us	
established	the	Antelope	Valley	Chapter.	I	am	a	charter	
member	of	the	Antelope	Valley	Chapter	and	have	served	as	
Chair	a	total	of	4	terms.		
 
For	the	past	15	years,	I	have	served	as	chapter	Ae	
Scholarship	chair	and	Future	Women	Pilots	Scholarship	
chair.	We	also	have	an	annual	scholarship	for	one	student	
attending	our	local	community	college—I	serve	on	that	
college	screening	committee.		
 
In	addition	to	participation	in	the	99s,	I	am	a	Board	
member	of	our	local	Fox	Airport	Association	and	assist	in	
coordinating	events	between	the	two	organizations.		
 
Jennifer	Perdigao	–	Long	Beach	Chapter		
 
I	intend	to	seek	election	to	the	Nominating	Committee	for	
the	upcoming	term.	I	am	currently	in	my	second	term	as	
chapter	chair	of	the	Long	Beach	99’s.	Over	the	last	two	
years,	we	have	made	a	concerted	effort	to	reach	out	to	the	
aviation	community	and	to	potential	new	members,	
including	starting	summer	socials	to	reach	out	to	women	in	
the	aviation	community.	I	was	also	involved	in	assisting	the	
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How	and	Why	to	do	a	
Chapter	Conference	Call.	

	

Go	online	to	
www.freeconferencecall.com	

Following	the	instructions	there	you	can	
easily	create	your	account	for	free.	You	
will	be	given	a	phone	number	to	use	and	
an	access	number,	and	instructions	about	

how	to	use	it.	

Pass	this	information	along	to	your	
members,	schedule	a	conference	time,	

and	have	your	meeting.	

The	usual	communication	method	is	by	
email	to	contact	your	members	but	they	
do	not	have	to	have	email	to	participate.	

They	can	simply	use	their	phone	either	
cell	or	landline.	

This	is	user	friendly	way	to	have	a	
meeting	even	when	schedules	are	hard	to	

mesh.	You	can	have	a	preliminary	
discussion	with	members	to	determine	a	

convenient	time	and	day	and	then	
schedule	your	meeting	call.	The	phone	
number	is	a	toll	free	number	so	there	is	

no	cost	to	participate.	

If	you	desire,	minutes	can	be	taken	by	the	
secretary	just	like	a	regular	meeting.	

Votes	can	be	taken,	etc.	etc.		

Give	it	a	try!	
 

5

Nominating	Committee	continued…	
	
(Jennifer	Perdigao)	
reestablishment	of	the	Palms	Chapter	at	KSMO.	I	also	have	
served	on	the	Torrance	Airport	Association	Board	as	the	
Membership	Director.	In	my	professional	life,	I	am	a	
partner	in	a	law	firm	and	practice	aviation	law.	I	have	
enjoyed	the	Ninety-nines	and	would	like	the	opportunity	to	
give	back	to	the	organization.	I	look	forward	to	the	
opportunity	to	participate	in	the	nominating	committee.		
 
Becky	Davies	–	Sutter	Buttes	Chapter	 
	
My	first	flight	was	at	the	age	of	five.	I	remember	sitting	on	
my	dad’s	lap	“steering”	his	172.	Twenty	plus	years	later,	I	
was	ready.	Dad	sold	his	Bonanza,	got	another	172	and	we	
“took	off”	on	Thanksgiving	of	1977.	I	soloed	Christmas	Day,	
and	passed	my	checkride	on	my	birthday	in	February!	 
I	joined	the	Cameron	Park	Chapter	in	1984	but	had	to	give	
it	up	when	life	got	in	the	way,	though	I’ve	maintained	
those	friendships.		
 
Several	years	later,	I	ran	into	the	Sutter	Buttes	99s,	who	
welcomed	me	to	their	chapter.	I’ve	served	as	Secretary	and	
several	terms	as	Chairman.	I’ve	attended	all	the	recent	
Southwest	Section	Meetings	save	one,	and	International	
Conventions	in	Bozeman,	Munich,	Ottawa	and	San	
Antonio.		
 
I	love	getting	to	know	the	women	in	this	association,	and	
I’m	ready	to	be	more	involved.	I	feel	I	can	contribute.		
 
Carol	A.	Munch	–	Santa	Clara	Valley	Chapter		
 
Since	joining	the	SCV	Chapter	of	the	99s	in	2007	I	have	
relished	the	opportunity	to	meet	and	interact	with	a	group	
of	dynamic	and	accomplished	women.	Almost	immediately	
I	became	active	by	assuming	the	position	of	co	Vice-chair	
and	since	have	served	again	as	Vice-Chair,	Secretary,	
Nominating	Committee	Chair	and	on	numerous	
committees.	I	am	currently	Vice-Chair	and	News	Reporter.	
In	2012	I	eagerly	participated	in	the	Amelia	Earhart	climb.	
Subsequently	I	joined	the	International	Membership	
Committee	as	Liaison	to	overseas	members,	a	position	I	
still	enjoy.	Personally	it	has	been	very	rewarding	to	make	
friends	and	work	with	women	from	varied	backgrounds,	
becoming	more	involved	with	our	organization	beyond	the	
chapter	level.	If	elected	to	the	Nominating	Committee	it	
would	be	my	pleasure	to	encourage	more	of	our	diverse,	
talented	Section	members	to	increase	their	participation	
by	running	for	positions	on	the	SWS	Board.		
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Special VFR Requirements: 
• Special VFR is available to pilots operating under Federal Aviation Regulations Part 91 (this encompasses 

general aviation) 
• Requirements are minimal but differ based on if an aircraft is fixed wing, or rotary wing 
• Requirements Fixed Wing 

o Day: 
§ Operations performed under Part 91 
§ ATC Clearance (before entering controlled airspace) 
§ Clear of clouds 
§ At least 1 statute mile flight visibility 

o Night: 
§ Between sunrise and sunset (or in Alaska, when the sun is 6° or more below the horizon) unless: 
§ Day requirements, plus: 

• Be instrument rated (as per part 610 
• Aircraft is equipped in accordance with 91.205(d) 

o VFR during the day 
o IFR at night 

o Takeoff and Landing: 
§ Unless ground visibility is at least 1 statute mile; or 
§ If ground visibility is not reported, unless flight visibility is at least 1 statute mile 

• For the purposes of this paragraph, the term flight visibility includes the visibility from the cockpit of 
an aircraft in takeoff position if: 
o The flight is conducted under this part 91; and 
o The airport at which the aircraft is located is a satellite airport that does not have weather 
o reporting capabilities 

• The determination of visibility by a pilot is not an official weather report or an official ground 
visibility report 

• Requirements Rotary Wing 
o Helicopters are afforded certain exceptions that fixed-wing are not: 

§ At night pilots need not be IFR certified 
§ Helicopters must remain clear of clouds and may operate in Class B, Class C, Class D, and Class E 

surface areas with less than 1 statute mile visibility 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 
SFVR Clearances: 
 

• An ATC clearance must be obtained prior to operating within a Class B, Class C, Class D, or Class E surface 
area when the weather is less than that required for VFR flight 
o Clearances may be obtained from tower, if one is operating/exists or Approach, Center, or Flight Service 

Station (FSS) outside of tower hours or when no tower exists 
o The PILOT must request the clearance, ATC will not solicit! 

• A VFR pilot may request and be given a clearance to enter, leave, or operate within most Class D and Class E 
surface areas and some Class B and Class C surface areas in special VFR conditions, traffic permitting, and 
providing such flight will not delay IFR operations 

• It is not necessary to file a complete flight plan with the request for clearance, but pilots should state their 
intentions in sufficient detail to permit ATC to fit their flight into the traffic flow 

• The clearance will not contain a specific altitude as the pilot must remain clear of clouds 
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Special VFR Requirements continued: 

 

• The controller may require the pilot to fly at or below a certain altitude due to other traffic, but the altitude 
specified will permit flight at or above the minimum safe altitude 
o In addition, at radar locations, flights may be vectored if necessary for control purposes or on pilot request 
o Note that as per FAR 91.119, the pilot is still ultimately responsible for obstacle or terrain clearance 

• Traffic separation will be provided from IFR aircraft, other SVFR traffic 
o ATC does not provide separation after an aircraft leaves the Class B, Class C, Class D, or Class E surface 

area on a special VFR clearance 
• Pilots arriving or departing an uncontrolled airport that has automated weather broadcast capability 

(ASOS/AWSS/AWOS) should monitor the broadcast frequency, advise the controller that they have the "one-
minute weather and state intentions prior to operating within the Class B, Class C, Class D, or Class E surface 
areas” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Special VFR operations exceptions: 
 

• Special VFR operations by fixed-wing aircraft are prohibited in some Class B and Class C surface areas due 
to the volume of IFR traffic 

• In these situations, aeronautical publications will mention "NO SVFR" 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
Conclusion: 
 

• A private pilot with VFR equipment during the day can request SVFR, it is not until night that you must be 
instrument rated, and the aircraft instrument equipped 

• Special VFR is a tool available to any private pilot 
• ATC will never solicit a Special VFR clearance unless specifically requested by the pilot 
• At the end of the day however, just because you can do something doesn't mean you should. Always maintain 

your personal minimums regardless of what the regulations say you can do. 
 

 

This was borrowed from the San Luis Obispo Chapter newsletter (Slipstream), as well as this youtube video about a flying 
incident where the pilot did not request the Special VFR, but did not possibly because he was unaware of the option. 
https://youtu.be/W0lWsqAwYwY	
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Southwest Section International Conference 2020 
Plans are well on their way for the 2020 99s International Conference in Long Beach, California. The 
dates are July 7-12, 2020, on the Queen Mary.  
We have the Queen Mary Hotel booked and lots of meeting rooms set aside for our group. The GA 
airport we plan to use will be Torrance (TOA) and the Long Beach Chapter is ready to welcome you. 
For those flying commercial you will have a choice of flying into Long Beach, LGB,  (Jet Blue, 
Southwest, Delta) or Fly into LAX. From LAX you can now hop on the Long Beach FlyAway Bus for 
$9.00 each way.  
We are in the final stages of a contract with a Travel Planner and will have more details on this later. 
We have some exciting events, Tours, and Seminars planned and will share details when they are 
finalized. 
We understand there is lots of interest from around the world which leads to what can you do to help? 
Do you have ideas for Speakers or Tours? 
Do you know someone who would be an interesting speaker? 
 Would you like to be an ambassador? A mentor for First Timers? 
Do you speak a second Language?  
We need all of these. If you can help please contact me at jeannefenimore@earthlink.net 
Lastly, We are offering an opportunity for a paid registration to the 2020 Conference. We will be selling 
tickets for this at the next few Section Meetings and Winter Workshops. Tickets are $5.00 ea. or 6 or 
$20.00. The winner will be announced at the International Conference in Dayton, Ohio in 2019. 
Please share your ideas with us. 
Jeanne Fenimore jeannefenimore@earthlink.net 
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Fran Bera was an American aviatrix, record-setting pilot, numerous aviation hall of Fame inductee and the first woman to fly a helicopter 
with no tail rotor. She was a first-generation American born to Hungarian parents Elizabeth and Fred Sebastian. 

 

From the age of 12, Fran knew she wanted to fly. While attending Lake Odessa High School (near Grand Rapids), young ‘Fanny’ 
Sebastian, as she was known then, skipped lunch and saved the money for 4 years so she could take flying lessons. In December of 
1940, at age 16, she had $80. After telling her parents she was going to a friend's house, she hitchhiked 35 miles to the local airport and 
hired a flight instructor to teach her. The following month when her instructor informed Fran she would need her parents’ permission to 
solo, Bera was a little worried about having to confess her recent flying adventures but was able to convince her parents to sign the 
papers. Afterward, they even encouraged her, saying “Good luck! Do it well.” After graduation from High School in 1942, Fran was too 
young to join the Women Airforce Service Pilot program. When she was old enough, they had changed their height requirement to 5'4" 
and she was only 5'1"! Since the WASP was not an option, she went on to secure her commercial pilot license, became a free-fall 
parachutist and ferried surplus aircraft after World War II. After the ferrying company she worked for went out of business, Fran got her 
flight instructor ratings in 1946. After, she went to work for Gordon Bera Air Service. She married him in 1947 and in 1950 they relocated 
to California. She used to joke Gordon "married me to cut down on his overhead".  

 

Fran was one of the first women to be designated as a Federal Aviation Agency Pilot Examiner at the, then minimum age, of 24. She 
actually took the test at age 23, and was told to come back after her birthday for the certificate. She never lacked for a job in aviation. “I 
was having so much fun getting paid for what I loved to do, that I didn’t know I wasn’t liberated,” she said. “I was always so happy to be 
flying, I never felt discriminated against.” Fran went on to certify over 3,000 pilots during the course of her 25-year examiner career with 
the Long Beach Flight Standards District Office. She was a chief pilot for several aviation firms, as well as owning and operating her own 
flight school and aircraft sales business. During the 1960's she worked as a charter pilot, flight operations manager, and as an 
experimental test pilot for Lift Systems Inc., which had developed a new design in rotorcraft with no tail rotor. She became the first 
woman to fly a helicopter with no tail rotor as their test pilot. She took part, along with 24 other women, in a week-long testing program of 
potential women astronauts at the Lovelace Clinic in Albuquerque. 

 

One of Fran’s favorite hobbies was air racing where she set an unequaled record as a seven-time winner of the All-Women 
Transcontinental Air Race, also known as the "Powder Puff Derby". The race dates back to 1929, when 20 women flew from Santa 
Monica, Calif., to Cleveland, Ohio. Women were not allowed to fly in men’s air races at that time, so they organized their own. Fran was a 
true record setter having won seven 1st place, four 2nd place, and one 3rd place air racing titles. Her plaque in the Museum of Women 
Pilots was accidentally engraved "Seven Time Sinner" instead of "Winner", referencing her unsurpassed Powder Puff Derby 1st place 
finishes, and she refused to let them correct it! From 1953 to 1961, Fran won five of the ATWAR Races. She used her purse money from 
a finish to pay for her Air Transport Rating. When asked how she managed to dominate the air races, she replied: “I guess I just fly 
faster.” Faster, indeed, at full throttle. 

 

Fran set the world altitude record for Class C-1-d in June 1966 in Long Beach, Calif., in a Piper Aztec going up to an incredible 40,194ft! 
(She had to do the attempt while on oxygen twice as the recording device didn't work properly on the first try.) The record still stands. On 
March 4, 1975, her name was written into the Congressional Record in A Salute to Women in Aerospace, by the Honorable Don H. 
Clausen, naming her as one of the dedicated women who were aviation pioneers. She is listed in “Who’s Who in Aviation – 1973, “Two 
Thousand Notable American Women” and the “Directory of Distinguished Americans – 1985.” A granite plaque in Memory Lane at the 
International Forest of Friendship in Atchison, Kan., was inscribed with her name in 1978, along with other aviation pioneers. She served 
on government committees, including the Women’s Advisory Committee on Aviation, and Gov. Ronald Reagan’s Aviation Educational 
Taskforce in California. 

 

She worked the last 15 years of her career for Beech Aircraft Company as a sales representative, demonstrating and selling new aircraft 
in Southern California. Fran also named the popular Beechcraft 76 light twin the "Duchess" and won $150 for her moniker from Walter 
Beech. She retired in 1985. Fran said, “When I retire, I’ll get my own plane and go where I want to go, when I want to go.” and bought her 
own airplane, enjoying many trips and mentoring young people interested in aviation.  In 1993, she flew her single-engine Piper 235 
Cherokee to Siberia. “Just for the fun of it”. Fran decided she needed a faster plane, explaining, “I’m getting older, I need to get places 
faster.” and purchased a Piper Comanche 260B complete with all the latest avionics, which included autopilot and GPS. Her white 
Commanche was painted with hot pink and fuchsia cheatlines, a hot pink spinner and had the words ‘Kick Ass’ stenciled under the tail 
section. At age 70, Fran decided she needed a challenge got a Citation Jet type rating.  
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Throughout her life, Fran was an active member of many aviation organizations including the Whirly-Girls, licensed women helicopter 
pilots; Silver Wings; Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; Women in Aviation International; and The Ninety-Nines. Of all her affiliations, 
The Ninety-Nines was the one nearest and dearest to her heart. She was a life member of the organization, mentored many women and 
helped them become pilots through the 99s. Her hangar at KSEE was built not only to house her aircraft but to become the 'clubhouse' 
for the San Diego Chapter of the 99s, the chapter she founded.  

 

Many awards were bestowed upon Fran during her life, including several for career achievement. In 2004, her name was placed on the 
Wall of Honor at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, Udvar-Hazy Center, on a permanent memorial dedicated to honor the 
pioneers of flight. In 2005, she received the Livingston Award by the Whirly-Girls for contributions to the helicopter industry. March of 
2006 saw her inducted into the Women in Aviation Pioneer Hall of Fame. In November of the same year, she was named “Elder 
Statesman of Aviation” by the National Aeronautic Association in Washington, D.C. Bera is a member of the UFOs, also known as United 
Flying Octogenarians. In 2007, she was awarded the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award, and inducted into the International 
Aviation Hall of Fame. Not done yet, in 2010, she received the Award of Achievement for her contributions to aviation from the Ninety-
Nines. Following that, in 2011, Bera accepted the National Aeronautics Association Katharine Wright Award in Washington, D.C. for a 
lifetime working in aviation, setting records and mentoring young people. 

 

Fran was married three times. Her last husband to whom she was married over 40 years, Ted McLin, died in 2017. She had no children 
of her own but is survived by her stepchildren and many nieces and nephews. Her stepdaughter, Jackie Bera, is a member of the Friends 
of the Ninety-Nines. We thank her for her support. 

 

Submitted by Dorothy Norkus 

 

The San Diego Chapter is developing a scholarship in Fran’s name. If you would like to contribute here is the link: 
https://www.youcaring.com/sandiegochapteroftheninetynines-1111020 
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Marilouise Hurley, long-time member of the Navy League and 
Imperial So-Lo Chapter of the 99’s, was born October 27, 
1929 in Riverside. Mari passed away February 14, 2018 and 
joined her loving husband, Cliff Hurley. 

Mari contributed much to the Imperial Valley in her 37-year 
career as a teacher at Central Union High School, then 
Wilson Jr. High.  After her retirement, she spent many years 
working with Imperial Valley Fair with the displays and judging 
of home-making entries.  She belonged to the Retired 
Teachers Association and attended meetings until her illness. 

Mari Hurley earned her private pilot license in 1970, and held 
Commercial, Instrument, Multi-engine Additional Aircraft and 
Single-engine Sea ratings. She went on to own a twin-engine 
Piper Geronimo, and logged over 3000 hours of flight 
time.  She was a charter member of the Imperial So-Lo 
Chapter of the 99’s and was the chapter chairman for 17 
years.  She is a recipient of the Forest of Friendship honor, 
near Atchison, KS, which is dedicated to men and women 
who have devoted service, leadership and support to help 
others achieve aviation goals. The Forest of Friendship is 
located near Atchison, KS childhood home of Amelia Earhart. 
 
    Mrs. Hurley’s career included a newspaper column “Mari-
Go-Round” in the Imperial Valley Weekly which qualified her 
for a flight with the Blue Angels in March 1980.  She flew in a 
TA-4 Skyhawk with #7 Pilot and Narrator, Lieutenant Randy 
Clark.  During Mrs. Hurley’s flight with the Blue Angels she 
had planned to pen notes during her flight, but she said “I got 
out my note pad to write down the maneuvers as we did 
them.  I rapidly gave up that idea.  Sometimes my pencil was 
so heavy I could hardly hold it, and other times, it almost 
floated away.  We did loops starting around 450 mph.  Going 
up I was thrown against the back of my seat.  I could hardly 
breathe…”   
 
     Mrs. Hurley was a charter member of the Baja Bush Pilots, 
and the Dawn Patrol, and has served as a director in the 
California Pilots Association.  She also belonged to Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association, the Navion Club, San Diego 
Aerospace Museum, and Emergency Volunteer Air 
Corp.  Among her other awards, she received the Certificate 
of Merit for outstanding efforts as a teacher in California 
Aerospace Education Association from the Federal Aviation 
Administration.    
 
Mari loved flying to numerous places.  She also spent a lot of 
time on the beach at Gonzaga Bay, Baja in the house she co-
owned with her mother and sister.  She and Cliff’s great 
friends and sister-99’s, Fay Douthitt and family, and Phyllis 
Westcott and family, hosted many wonderful 99 weekends at 
Gonzaga.  

2

You couldn’t go anywhere with Mari without people 
approaching her to talk of old times whether it was a 
student, a friend, someone she worked with, flew with 
or someone she knew since her days with Cliff in 
Riverside.  Mari delighted in seeing friends, new and 
old. 

Mari is survived by her sister and brother-in law, Avis 
and Kenny  Martin, nephew, Ron (Pam)Martin, Doug 
(Reba) Bagwell, and nieces: Kathy Renck, Beth 
Bagwell, and Marilyn (Larry) Myers. She was preceded 
in death by her parents Sterling and Lucy Goodman 
and husband, Cliff Hurley. 

Ryan Douthitt and the Navion Club will honor Mari at 
the Brawley Airport on Saturday, February 24th at 11:00 
a.m.  A memorial service will be held for Marilouise 
Hurley at the Methodist Church, 312 South 8th Street, El 
Centro, CA  92243. 

A memorial service will be held March 10th at 2:00 pm 
at the Methodist Church, 312 South 8th Street, El 
Centro, CA.  
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WHEN I RETURNED ON WEDNESDAY 

============================== 

Since the Creek Fire began Tuesday morning, the 
situation is greatly improved here in Sunland.  I returned 
homeWednesday afternoon to marginal conditions, spent 
an uneventful night, and am watching closely this 
morning.  Evacuations orders were announced early this 
morning for my area … so long as I see no smoke and/or 
flame, I am staying put. 

  

I had no idea how UNPREPARED I was!!  My first task 
upon returning home was to search the Internet for the 
what/why/how info I needed.  Found many, quick-to-read-
and-process tips at TheSurvivalMom.com, particularly … 

http://thesurvivalmom.com/a-prepping-essential-the-grab-
n-go-binder/ 

http://thesurvivalmom.com/checklist-for-evacuations/ 

http://thesurvivalmom.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/Evacuation-To-Do-List.pdf 

  

Many documents have been gathered into the grab-n-go 
binder and a storage box of clothing, toiletries, and water 
is in the car.  And, of course, dog supplies! 

  

Cautiously optimistic, hoping to be able to stay … but 
MUCH better prepared if I have to leave again. 

  

Pam & Marta (retired racing Greyhound) 

  

WRITTEN ON SATURDAY 

 

I had a spare plastic storage box (size similar to a box 
that holds 10 reams of paper) in the garage and filled it as 
if it were a suitcase.  I also had a luggage trolley in the 
house; I put that in the trunk of the car.  I can bungee-tie 
the storage box to the trolley, then on top add my 
computer/iPad/iPhone, grab-n-go binder, purse, dog 
necessities, and I am mobile!  Trolley in one hand, dog on 
leash in the other … no struggling.  J 

  

I’m thinking that I will now swap out what is in the bin with 
worn-out jeans that should probably be discarded 
anyway, as well as shirts, socks, underwear and other 
things of little value.  If I need the clothing, I don’t care 
what the items look like, I just want them clean. 

  

For those not familiar with SoCal, CNN has collected a 
comprehensive story, photos, and map at: 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/12/09/us/california-
wildfires/index.html 

2

The Thomas Fire has been the worst and longest-
lasting.  The Skirball Fire threatens multi-million dollar canyon 
homes in the Bel Air area on the west side (near 405 
Freeway).  The Rye Fire is in Santa Clarita, kind of near 
Magic Mountain.  Photos of the Creek Fire near me can be 
identified with town names Sylmar, Sunland, Shadow Hills, 
and Lake View Terrace.  The Thomas Fire terrain is similar; 
the Skirball Fire terrain is much steeper.  Down toward San 
Diego are the Lilac and Liberty Fires. 

  

The most devastating loss amongst my friends is the loss of 
J&J’s two outbuildings in Shadow Hills.  Sadly, many classic 
cars in various stages of restoration were lost; happily, their 
home was untouched. 

  

I can’t suggest strongly enough to mimic the steps I have 
taken.  I spent only a couple of hours when I returned home 
and am investing another half-hour each time I come up with 
an improvement idea.  Quite a lot accomplished in just 4 days 
with the expectation of continuing the effort.  This has been a 
valuable learning experience indeed! 

  

Best regards to all, 

Pam Distaso 

 

Marta 
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Coachella Valley Chapter 99  

Enters the Air Race Classic 

I am exceptionally pleased to advise you all that our 
Coachella Valley Chapter 99s member Arlene Wohlgemuth 
has entered the Air Race Classic, to be held this coming 
June 19-22, 2018.  We are so pleased that she will be 
representing our Chapter in this historic event! 

Arlene will be flying her C-172 with her co-pilot Julia 
Matthews, who resides in Dallas, Texas.   This will be 
Arlene’s 6th race and Julia’s 8th.  Arlene and Julia flew their 
first race together in 2007.  They haven’t raced every year, 
but have tried to do it every other year.  They will get their 
race number about mid-February, and those interested will 
be able to follow them on the Air Race Classic website, 
which is:  www.airraceclassic.org.   

Arlene reports that she will be the Pilot in Command, and 
Julia, the copilot.  She says, “Julia is a much better copilot 
than I and she likes it that way - hurray!  Flying is the easy 
part!”. 

A map of the Air Race Classic course is included below: 

2

The 42nd Annual Air Race Classic will begin in Sweetwater, 
Texas, where the Women Airforce Service Pilots trained for 
military service during World War II.  The National WASP 
WWII Museum will host the racers at the start as they get 
ready to wing their way to Alva, Oklahoma; Beatrice, 
Nebraska; Fairbault, Minnesota; Galesburg, Illinois; Auburn, 
Indiana; Cadillac, Michigan; Newark, Ohio; Penn Yan, New 
York; and finally, the Terminus at Freyburg, Maine. 

ABOUT THE AIR RACE CLASSIC 
Air Race Classic Inc. is an all-volunteer, nonprofit 501(c)3 
organization with a mission of encouraging and educating 
current and future female pilots, increasing public 
awareness of general aviation, demonstrating women's 
roles in aviation, and preserving and promoting the tradition 
of pioneering women in aviation. For more information, go 
to airraceclassic.org. Follow Air Race Classic on Facebook. 

 

"Just Imagine Yourself..." 

 

Having as exciting a career as these women: 

 

• Attending a university and earning your 
pilot’s license. 
 

• Joining the Air Force and becoming a 
pilot on a KC-135 aerial tanker.  
 

• Applying for an airline pilot job for a 
major airline and getting hired. 
 

• Flying Boeing 757's on up to the 777's 
and now a 787 "Dreamliner" over the 
past 20 years.  
What an accomplishment! 

 

• A woman who soloed on her 17th 
birthday and became a flight instructor at 
age 19, hired by a major airline and 
going on to fly the Airbus 320.  

 

• How about a woman who learned how to 
fly in her 20's and became a flight 
instructor, then bought and successfully 
ran a flight school for many years.  

 

• Then there is the woman who fell in love 
with flight at a very young age, when her 
mother gave her an airplane ride in a 
DC-3 for her 9th birthday. Inspiring her in 
later years to become a pilot and flew 
DC-3's for her first flying job, then 
became the first woman pilot for an 
airline in Hawaii, flying YS-11's, a twin-
engine, turbo prop. Talk about a dream 
job...flying in the tropical Hawaiian 
Islands. 

 

So, Fire Up Those Engines! 

Don't Waste a Precious Minute! 

Push On, Undaunted and...  

"Just Go For It!"  "Go Get Those Flying Jobs!" 

 

Happy Flying, 

Candace Harding 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
Bakersfield 99s and BFC Joint 
Scholarship 
 
Thanks to the dedicated members of the 
BFC and the Bakersfield 99s, monies 
raised from the Poker Run are ready to 
be awarded.  The Bakersfield Chapter of 
The Ninety-Nines International 
Organization of Women Pilots, along 
with the Bakersfield Flying Club are 
offering a $2300 scholarship. The 
scholarship is to be used by the 
recipient to obtain an advanced rating or 
training to further their pursuit in 
aviation.   
 
You can find applications at the BFC or 
online at 
https://www.bakersfieldflyingclub.com 
 
 
Marian R. DeLano Memorial 
Scholarship 
 
A $1,500 award to help fund flight 
training.  Applicant must (1) be a female, 
(2) have solo sign-off AND written test 
passed for private pilot license OR be a 
Student Pilot Member of the 99s AND (3) 
be a member of a 99s chapter in the 
Ninety-Nines 'Southwest Section' (CA, 
AZ, NV, UT, HI).  The scholarship is 
good for one rating or certificate only. Air 
Transport Rating not eligible. There is a 
90 day limit to apply funds towards 
training. 
  
Application deadline - March 31st. 
 
http://www.sd99s.org/scholarships.html 
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Winter Workshop 
Hosted by Phoenix Chapter 
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   Phoenix Chapter of the Ninety-Nines, Inc.  

Calling all pilots! 

 SPOT LANDING CONTEST 
Impress your friends! Improve your skills! Meet the 99s! 

Sat. March 17th, 2018 
  S  Patrick’s Day 
Ak-Chin Regional Airport-    
A39  

Competitor Fee: $40 per  
pilot, includes lunch 

           Open to all pilots  
*Win Cash Prizes, trophies, and bragging rights at this
fun event. Come on out and show us your stuff!
8:00 am- Registration opens at the airport terminal, 9 am Pilot Briefing. 

9:30 am Competition Begins, lunch and awards to follow. 

We will again have camping on the field beginning on Friday night.  This is “dry camping” – no 
hookups of any kind.  Bring your own sleeping arrangements, food, and whatever else you  
need to camp.  Campers may stay until Sunday if wanted.  This is a good time for hangar talk,  
making new friends and sharing time with already friends. 

Suggested Donation for lunch for spectators: $15, under 12 $10.

Questions? Contact Karen (602)441-0250 or phx99s@gmail.com 

Proceeds from this event benefit the chapter scholarship fund. 
Sponsored by the Phoenix 99s, Ak-Chin Regional Airport, and Desert Aero Club. 
Ak-Chin Regional Airport, 32514 W. Bud Road, Maricopa, AZ 85318 

Feb. 2018· Phoenix Chapter SW Section 
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Years 
 

Celebrating 
Come join us… 

April 27, 2018 at 7pm 
Noriega’s  

525 Sumner St.  
Bakersfield CA 

during the Spring Southwest Section meeting 

…to honor some long-standing 
Bakersfield chapter members  

& 
celebrate our anniversary 

 
 
  

Flying With Kids by Mommy Pilots of The 99s 

Does flying with a kid sound intimidating to you? No need 
to sweat! We have parent and grandparent time-tested 
tips and advice to prepare you for your flight with any age 
child, newborn to teen. We've created our very own 
mnemonic which will highlight all the important stuff you 
need to remember when packing up the kids for a cross 
country flight. Plus, we'll cover basic information to help 
keep you and your crew calm should you encounter an in-
flight abnormality or emergency. And we'll throw in a few 
lessons learned because, well, flying with kids is never 
standard and there is no checklist for that. 

The revised SWS Bylaws and Standing Rules are 
posted on the SWS website under the Members Only 
section. 
  
http://sws99s.org/members-only/general-section-
information/ 
 

PilotSafety Scholarship 
PilotSafety.org, as one of the leaders in providing 
aviation safety classes and training, is proud to 
announce our new pilot training scholarship 
program.  The purpose of this program is to help 
pilots who are active in the FAASafety WINGS 
program achieve their next certificate or rating. 
PilotSafety will choose 4 pilots per year to receive 
$750 in money and programs to help them along 
in their goal.  Each winner will receive $200 in 
PilotSafety training programs and a check for $550 
to use towards their training. 

Please share this info on your Facebook, etc.   

For more information visit www.PilotSafety.org 
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2018 FAASTEAM FREE AVIATION SEMINAR SERIES 
Open to the Public 
Mark Your Calendars! 
February 15: GPS Deep Dive  
March 15: Lessons from a Terrible Accident  
April 19: Rescued - The Brian Brown Story  
May 17: Flight Test with Nigel Speedy (Rocket Shop Cafe) 
June 21: TBA 
July 19: Pilot/Controller Forum (Si Senor Restaurant) 
August 16: TBA 
September 20: Mountain Flying and Glider Flyout 
October 18: Loss of Control (Si Senor Restaurant) 
TELL US YOU’RE COMING 
Pilots: Register at FAASafety.gov and watch 
for email notifications 
All Others: Text 661-529-8792 (no calls please) 
www.BakersieldFlyingClub.com  
Seminars are at  California Aeronautical University (CAU), 
unless otherwise specified. 
Go to the BFC Calendar for more information. 

 
Don’t forget…WINGS credit at SWS Spring 
Meeting in Bakersfield 
Title: Operations of Flight in Agricultural Aviation 
Topic: pilot strategies necessary in agricultural 
flights and the effects of aviation in the industry 
Date and Time: April 28, 2018 at 3:00-4:30pm 
Speaker: Don Hitch 
 

Title: ATC  
Topic: Communication and Safety 
Date and Time: April 28, 2018 at 1:00-2:30pm 
Speakers: Michael Gottfried, Kevin McCants, 
Josh Burch 
 
Title:  Mountain Flying  
Topic:  Mountain Flying to Kern Valley Airport 
Date and Time: April 28, 2018 at 1:00-2:30pm 
Speakers: Richard Lach 
 

BFC Flyouts… 
 
The Bakersfield Flying Club has eight 
exciting fly-outs scheduled over the 
coming months.  Non-members also 
invited.  These are great opportunities to 
meet your fellow club members and 
share the joys and costs of destination 
flying. Some are day trips, some are 
weekend outings to some of the most 
beautiful parts of California and Arizona. 
Mark your calendars for days of fun, 
food, flying and adventure! 
 
Share the costs! 
Pilots and Students Welcome! 
Choose the dates and destinations and 
book your space early. Seats are limited. 
 
March 24 Oceano for beachcoming and 
lunch 
April 21-22 Sedona AZ Weekend Trip, 
Spas, hiking, kicking back 
May 27 Castle Air Museum Open 
Cockpit, Day and lunch 
June 16 Woodlake breakfast 
July 21 Old Sacramento/Train Museum 
August 25 Monterey Aquarium and lunch 
September 22 Santa Ynez for Solvang 
and lunch 
October 20-22 Little River (Mendocino), 
Weekend Trip, Wine tasting, hiking, 
beachcombing 
*To reserve your space, text Bill 
Woodbury at 661-529-8792.*   We’ll try 
to match instructors with students and 
pilots with pilots.  Checkout our website 
calendar for more information. 
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This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to  

Editor-in Chief 
Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 

 

Layout Editor 

Dea “Cooper” Payette 

Bakersfield Chapter 

 
southwesterlynews@gmail.com 

 


