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Quarterly NewsleƩer of the Southwest SecƟon Ninety‐Nines 
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Governor’s Corner ‐        
Spring 2022 

 

The Fullerton Chapter planned to host 
the SW Section Winter Workshop at 
Buena Park, CA on January 29, 2022. It 
was to be our 2nd hybrid meeting 
instead of our 5th virtual meeting. 
 
Rising risk levels, due to the COVID-19 
Omicron variant, compelled the SWS 
Board of Directors to convert the Winter 
Workshop into a virtual workshop. 
 
There were 61 virtual attendees at the 
2022 Winter Workshop. Topics were 
chosen to help us all understand how to 
manage and participate in the section 
and chapter activities. The presenters 
included Julie Hall-den Boer, Arkansas 
Chapter, who shared her thoughts on 
the 99s Mission Statement.  
 
Thank you, Fullerton Chapter, Claudia 
Maciel, Robin Gartman and Pat Gregory 
for your contributions in making the 
virtual Winter Workshop a success.  
 
The Phoenix Chapter hosts the Spring 
SW Section Meeting, April 7-10, 2022. 
The theme is “Bloom: A Celebration of 
Personal and Professional Growth”. 
There are guest speakers, seminars and 
plenty of outdoor activities. Enjoy hiking 
around desert flowers, visiting a ghost 
town, or playing golf. Registration is now 
open. Please use the link on the SWS 
website to go to the registration site. 

The SW Section Business meeting 
Saturday, April 9, will be hybrid.  
 
This time we want to get together for 
real. 
 
Please note, at this time, COVID-19 
restrictions are easing in many areas. 
 
The 99s Int’l Board of Directors Meeting 
will be held virtually on March 4 – 5, 
2022. All members may virtually attend 
the meeting. 
 
2022 is an election year for Southwest 
Section officers. The candidates appear 
in this issue of the Southwesterly. 
 
 
Stay safe, 
Pat 

 

Pat Chan 

Governor 

Southwest Section 99s  

 

SPRING 2022 

CALENDAR 
 
 
April 7‐10, 2022 
Spring SecƟon MeeƟng 
Hosted by Phoenix Chapter 
More informaƟon on page 5. 
 
July 6‐10, 2022 
InternaƟonal Conference, Charleston SC 
 
Fall 2022 (dates pending) 
Fall SecƟon MeeƟng 
Hosted by Air Hearts Utah Chapter 



 

 

SecƟon Officers 

Governor: 
 Pat Chan – Bay CiƟes 

Vice‐Governor: 
 Dea PayeƩe – Bakersfield 

Secretary: 
 Karen Hausteen – Phoenix 

Treasurer: 
 Irene Engard – Orange County 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Directors: 
 Jennifer Perdigao ‐ Long Beach 
  Carol Munch  – Santa Clara Valley 

NominaƟng CommiƩee Chair: 
 Sunni Gibbons – Santa Maria Valley 

NominaƟng CommiƩee: 
Nobi BunƟn – Aloha 
Andrea Garcia – Long Beach 
Patricia Gregory – Santa Clara Valley 

  Kathy Walton –  Reno Area 

T«� SÊçã«ó�Ýã�Ù½ù 
Editor‐in Chief 
Laura Del Favero 
Santa Clara Valley 

southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Design & Layout 
open 

 
 

 

Southwest SecƟon CommiƩee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2020‐2022 

 

Flying AcƟviƟes: 

Airmarking   Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

NIFA   Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles   Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 

Flying AcƟviƟes   Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

  WINGS Program  OPEN 

 

EducaƟon & Chapter Development: 

Air & Space EducaƟon   Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 

Fundraising   Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership   Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

Student Pilot Members  Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

 

CommunicaƟon: 

Southwesterly Editor   Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Valley 

Southwesterly Layout  OPEN 

Social Media/Public RelaƟons  KaƟe Harford, Bay CiƟes 

  Sheena Templo, Long Beach 

  Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley 

SWS Webmaster‐ Interim   Susan Tilley, Santa Clara Valley  

    SWS Web Team  Dre Feeney, San Diego 

    SWS Web Team  Maki Honda, Santa Clara Valley 

    SWS Web Team  Marketa (MJ) Johnson, Tucson 

    SWS Website Advisor   Mary McDonald, Bay CiƟes 

 

Awards: 

Awards Chairman   OPEN 

AE Scholarship   Lori Parker, Ventura County 

  Ceci Straƞord, San Fernando Valley 

  Helen Consolino, Phoenix 

Other Scholarships   Dot Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY   Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley 

 

Pilot Careers:   OPEN 

   

History: 

Historian /Scrapbook  OPEN 

Photographer   OPEN 

Oral History   Pat Chan, Bay CiƟes 

  OPEN 

Forest of Friendship   Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 

 

AdministraƟve: 

Tax Compliance  Barbara Crooker, Mt. Shasta   

By‐Laws   Pat PrenƟss, Orange County 

 

sws99s.org 
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Giulia Kanitz, Private, Granite Mountain  

Gloria Whalen, Private, Reno Area 

Inia (Carmen) Jimenez Rodriguez, IGI exam, Los Angeles 

Ingrid Lohne, Commercial, San Fernando Valley  

Jayme O’Bryant, Private, Bay Cities 

Kat Hanlon, ATP & CE525 type rating, Bay Cities 

Krisztina Holly, first solo cross-country, Los Angeles 

Marlene (Karla) Perales, Private, Los Angeles 

Mona Creta, Private, San Diego 

Morgan Gale, Instrument, San Fernando Valley 

Rachel Marion, CFII, Phoenix 

Sarah Reese, FOI, FIA, and AGI written exams, Sacramento Valley 

Terry McClellan, Instrument, San Diego 

 

Alexis Vincent, First Solo, Santa Rosa  

Syd Whisler (pictured with her family), first solo 
cross-country, Lake Tahoe 

Please send accomplishments and optional picture to southwesterly@sws99s.org 
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2022 SWS Winter Workshop Recap 
 

The  SWS  Winter  Workshop  was  held  on  January  29.  All  members 
aƩended via zoom, as we are sƟll in the midst of COVID. 

The  morning  started  with  reports  from  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  including  our  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  NominaƟng 
CommiƩee Chair, as well as a presentaƟon for the Spring SWS meeƟng 
in Chandler, AZ. 

AŌer a break, we heard presentaƟons from several members including: 

 Sylvia Paoli spoke about the corporate structure of The Ninety‐Nines, Inc. 

 Julie Hall‐den Boer spoke about the meaning of the 99s mission statement 

 Pat PrenƟss spoke about the structure of the bylaws and standing rules 

 Leslie Ingham spoke about the organizaƟon’s 501(c)(3) status and exempƟons 

 Virginia Harmer spoke about elecƟons 

 Kathy Walton spoke about structure of meeƟngs, minutes, and agendas 

 Pat Chan spoke about some resources available to chapters (listed on the following page) 

Some takeaways: 

 Chapters should review their bylaws to ensure they are current 

 Chapters should make sure to file 990‐N before October 15 

Detailed informaƟon: https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=115 

 California chapters also need to file form CA‐199 

 Raffles also need to be registered with the State of California  

 Return address on tax filings should be InternaƟonal HQ in Oklahoma City, not a local home address 

 Members aƩending secƟon and internaƟonal meeƟngs should have their names recorded in meeƟng minutes in 
order to be idenƟfied as delegates; this allows members to take a tax deducƟon for certain expenses associated 
with aƩending meeƟngs such as registraƟon, hotel, and airfare 

 Remember the focus of the organizaƟon as stated in our mission statement; chapter and secƟon acƟviƟes and 
newsleƩers should reflect our goals of promoƟng the advancement of aviaƟon through educaƟon, scholarships, 
and mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight 
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Resources  
 
99s International 
 Overall Organization  
 https://www.ninety-nines.org 
 https://www.ninety-nines.org/websites.htm 
 Certificate of Incorporation 
 https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=481  
 Bylaws 
 https://www.ninety-nines.org/bylaws-and-standing-rules-information.htm 
 https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=506 
 Standing Rules 
 https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=512   
 
Southwest Section 
 Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, Standing Rules, General Information 
 https://sws99s.org/members-only/general-section-information/ 
IRS 
 Charities and Non-profits 
 https://www.irs.gov/charities-and-nonprofits 

 https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search 

 Search for: Form 4506-B Request for a Copt of Exempt Organization IRS Application and Letter 
           IRS Publication p4537 Groups Exemptions 
           IRS Publication p557 Tax Exempt Status for your Organization   
Robert’s Rules of Orders 
 https://robertsrules.com/ 

 https://robertsrules.com/frequently-asked-questions/ 

 https://robertsrules.com/official-interpretations/ 
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Southwest SecƟon 99s – 2022 ElecƟon – Candidates  

Below is the list of candidates and their candidate statements, for the upcoming SWS Board of Directors’ ElecƟon. 

Please  cast  one  vote  per  office with  the  excepƟon  of  the  NominaƟng  CommiƩee.  You may  vote  for  all  five  or  fewer.  The 

candidate on the NominaƟng CommiƩee slate with the most votes will become the Chairperson of that CommiƩee. 

You will receive your ballots by email, for those who have “opted in” to online voƟng, or by paper ballot for those who have 

not. The ballots should arrive by March 1, 2022. We ask  that you return your votes by March 18 to allow Ɵme for  the vote 

tallies  to  be  finalized  prior  to  the  SWS  Spring  meeƟng  in  Phoenix  April  7  through  10,  2022,  when  the  new  Board  will  be 

installed. 

In 1984, I became a 99 and served as Vice‐Chairman and Chairman for the Bay CiƟes Chapter. 

Over  the  years  I  was  fortunate  to  be  a  delegate  at  Southwest  SecƟon  MeeƟngs  and  99s  InternaƟonal 

Conferences. 

I was elected Southwest  SecƟon NominaƟng CommiƩee Chairman  in 2016.  Then  in 2017,  elected as  a 99s 

Museum of Women Pilots Trustee. 

As Southwest SecƟon Vice‐Governor,  in 2018,  I worked with chapters  to determine  the next  six Southwest 

SecƟon MeeƟng hosts. 

My  2020–2022  Southwest  SecƟon  Governor’s  term  has  been  marked  by  a  pandemic.  Southwest  SecƟon 

Board  of  Directors  and  Chapters  transiƟoned  from  in‐person,  to  online,  to  hybrid  (in‐person  and  online) 

secƟon meeƟngs and winter workshops. We overcame many challenges and conƟnued  the business of  the 

Southwest SecƟon as members joined together. 

With your votes, if re‐elected, I plan to do beƩer in another term as Southwest SecƟon Governor. 

As  an  acƟve member  of  Southwest  SecƟon,  I  am  ecstaƟc  to  assist  The Ninety‐Nines  and  return  the 

countless  benefits  I  have  been  blessed  with  since  joining  in  2016. My  pride  in  The  Ninety‐Nines  is 

demonstrated by my devoƟon and contribuƟon to fostering the aviaƟon community on a regular and 

conƟnuing basis through various projects and acƟviƟes organizaƟon. 

I have served as Chapter Chair, Treasurer, and Fundraising Coordinator for the Aloha Chapter. Outside 

The  Ninety‐Nines,  I  serve  as  the  AAUW  Tweet  Coleman  Scholarship  Chair  and  founded  the  Aloha 

Aviators  in  response  to  the  pandemic,  which  aids  the  less  fortunate  communiƟes  by  distribuƟng 

handmade masks, Christmas presents, and various essenƟal supplies. 

As the Vice Governor, I would like to make more members aware of the mechanics of the organizaƟon 

at  the  internaƟonal  level  and  inspire  the  next  generaƟon  to  parƟcipate  as  a  member  of  the 

InternaƟonal Board or serve on an InternaƟonal CommiƩee.   

Pat Chan, Bay Cities Chapter 

GOVERNOR - VOTE FOR ONE 

Nobi Buntin, Santa Clara Valley Chapter (formerly Aloha Chapter) 

VICE GOVERNOR - VOTE FOR ONE 
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I have been a 99 since I received my pilot's license in 2009. One of the benefits of being a member is the support 

of other pilots who conƟnually remind me how lucky we are to be able to fly, share experiences and plan flights 

together to help keep us flying.  

 

I served as Chapter Chair for three years and have served as Chapter Secretary for the last three years. It seems 

to be a natural step to also serve as Southwest SecƟon Secretary. Not only will it expand my horizons, but it will 

also help our Chapter stay abreast of what is happening in our SecƟon. 

 

My  aviaƟon  journey  began when  I  received my  private  pilot  license  in  1963.  Since  then,  I  have  earned my 

commercial, instrument and CFI raƟngs and worked part‐Ɵme as a flight instructor. Before joining The Ninety‐

Nines,  I was  Commander  of  Squadron 80,  Civil  Air  Patrol  (1996‐1998) where  I  also  served  as  a  check  pilot. 

 

Professionally, I am a CPA and founded my own firm in 1981. 

 

As a Ninety‐Nine, I have served as InternaƟonal Treasurer (2012‐2016), member of the Finance CommiƩee and 

of the 501©3 CommiƩee (currently). I have also been Treasurer of Santa Clara Valley Chapter (2003‐2011).  I 

am  proud  to  be  a  Life Member  of  such  a  wonderful  group  of  absolutely  amazing  women  pilots  and  have 

received much value for the Ɵme I have commiƩed. 

 

I have been involved with the Ninety‐Nines for 35 years. I joined shortly before leaving the country to work in 

the AntarcƟc in 1986. Knowing I would be passing through Chile, I made plans to meet‐up with the Chilean 99s 

(AKA Women  Pilots  of  the  Andes)  on my  way  back  to  the  States. My  journey  has  been  about  comradery, 

inclusivity, and paying it forward from the start. 

I have served the 99s  in various  roles at  the Chapter  level  including Chair, Vice‐Chair, Secretary, NewsleƩer‐

Editor, Scholarship Chair, and Fundraising Director. I have parƟcipated in co‐hosƟng the 2015 SecƟon MeeƟng, 

volunteered  during  the    2000  InternaƟonal  Conference,  and  past  Air  Race  Classic  events.  In  addiƟon  to 

aƩending these events, I was elected to the SWS NominaƟng CommiƩee in 2002‐04. Now I would like to bring 

my years of experience to the SW SecƟon’s Board of Directors. I hope you will vote for me. 

 

 

Anele Brooks, San Luis Obispo County Chapter 

SECRETARY - VOTE FOR ONE 

Leslie Ingham, Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

TREASURER - VOTE FOR ONE 

Robin Gartman, Palomar Chapter 

DIRECTOR - VOTE FOR TWO 
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I have been an acƟve member of  the 99s  since  joining  in 2007. Since  then,  I have served  in every chapter board 

posiƟon (except Treasurer), on various commiƩees and fundraisers, and as chapter newsleƩer editor.  

Since  becoming  editor  of  The  Southwesterly  in  2020,  I  have  been  slowly  geƫng  to  know  the  unique  and  varied 

chapters spread across the five states that comprise the Southwest SecƟon. I would like to conƟnue to get to know 

our chapters and to help support them at the SecƟon level by serving on the SWS Board.  

I  am  excited  to  further  my  commitment  to  the  99s  by  running  for  Director  of  the  SWS.  Thank  you  for  your 

consideraƟon. 

Andrea  Garcia,  a  Southern  California  naƟve  with  a  degree  in  Opera  Performance,  holds  both  airplane  and 

helicopter cerƟficates. Andrea has been with the 99s for six years and has served in social media, membership, 

scholarship,  SWS NominaƟng  CommiƩee,  and  as  NaƟonal  ConvenƟon  Career  Day  Chairman.  She  is  currently 

working on her ATP. 

Andrea was  an AE winner  in  2016,  subsequently  starƟng  two Ninety‐Nines’  scholarships  sƟll  available  today. 

During college, as President of Sigma Alpha Iota she created her first scholarships and talent shows that raised 

$33,000 in scholarships for women. She also organized trips to Mexico bringing music, clothing and magic to the 

orphans in Tijuana. 

Andrea’s  desire  to  help  the  Ninety‐Nines  is  based  in  her  first‐hand  knowledge  of  the  difference  these  scholarships  can make  in  pilots’ 

pursuits.    She  promises  to  bring  her  enthusiasm  to  the  2022‐24 NominaƟng  CommiƩee  to  help  the Ninety‐Nines  flourish  onwards  and 

upwards into the future. 

Membership in this InternaƟonal organizaƟon, Southwest SecƟon, and the Fullerton Chapter for over 40 years has 

been  a  blessing.  Volunteering  for  a  chapter  office  or  commiƩee  has  come  naturally,  as  there  has  always  been 

something to volunteer for to keep our chapter connected. (i.e. monthly meeƟngs, monthly fly‐ins, host to several 

airport events, etc.) The success of the chapter  is definitely not my doing, but the efforts of all the members who 

have led, who have aƩended, who have volunteered to help out at the events. My goal as part of the NominaƟng 

CommiƩee  would  be  to  invite  others  to  volunteer  for  posiƟons  they  would  not  have  dreamed  they  could  be 

successful at. Scary what one can accomplish when one says “YES” to the quesƟon “Will you run for…?” 

 

 

 

Andrea Garcia, Long Beach Chapter 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE - VOTE FOR FIVE 

Kim Ernst, Fullerton Chapter 

Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

DIRECTOR (CONTINUED) - VOTE FOR TWO 
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I  am  running  for  Southwest SecƟon NominaƟng CommiƩee  to hopefully  influence and mentor more professional 

women pilots to join/run for office in the 99s to pay it forward to our future women in aviaƟon. 

I  have  been  involved  with  various  aviaƟon/mentoring  organizaƟons  for  over  20  years.  I  have  flown  jets  in  the 

military, corporate, regional airlines and currently an Airbus Captain for United Airlines. 

I am also involved with my local chapter of the United States Naval Academy Alumni AssociaƟon serving as the Vice‐

President. 

One  of  my  more  important  full‐Ɵme  jobs  is  being  the  mother  of  a  15‐year‐old  student  athlete  high  school 

sophomore girl. Once she graduates, I look forward to being more involved with my mentoring acƟviƟes which will 

hopefully be more fully involved with the 99s. 

Thank you for your consideraƟon. 

 

I began flight lessons in January of 2012 and got my PPL that July. In August I went to the Camarillo Airshow and 

stumbled upon the 99s booth. The Ventura County chapter signed me up that very day. Boy I wished I had found 

them early in my training! 

I immediately got involved with meeƟngs, educaƟon, airshows and secƟon acƟviƟes. Even aŌer moving to San Luis 

Obispo in 2015, I sƟll work the Camarillo Airshow pancake breakfast. 

San Luis Obispo had a small chapter but that did not stop us from hosƟng a SW SecƟon meeƟng in the fall of 2019. 

I  served  as  chair  for  2  years  2018‐19.  In  that  Ɵme  the  chapter  grew  from 10  acƟve members  to  over  35,  from 

college students to mature adventurers like me. 

I own a Bonanza and love to fly to Oshkosh every summer. I love to inspire aviaƟon in young and old. 

It has been my privilege to be supported by the Ninety‐Nines. By running for office, I will give it forward. When 

few believed I had it in me, the Ninety‐Nines did not hesitate, by making my Impossible Dream become possible 

through Amelia Earhart Memorial and First Wings scholarships. It has been a snail’s process becoming a CFI‐ASEL. 

Carrying  a  large  household  of  four  daughters,  while  working  and  homeschooling  was  someƟmes  too  much. 

Perhaps,  you  are  not  looking  for  a  candidate  that  colors  outside  the  box,  but  that  is  me.  I  will  look  for  new 

innovaƟve ways to drive our organizaƟon towards a strong future, grow through change, while preserving our rich 

history and proud past. My degrees, B.S.  in Journalism and Public RelaƟons, as well as two A.S. degrees  in Pilot 

Training and AviaƟon AdministraƟon look good on paper. 

 

Debbie Balsley, San Diego Chapter 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (CONTINUED) - VOTE FOR FIVE 

Annelie Hubinette, San Fernando Valley Chapter 

 Susan Conner-Steeb, San Luis Obispo County Chapter 
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New Horizons 

Dorothy Robinson 
Bakersfield Chapter 

Submitted by Rosemary Jensen  

It is with a heavy heart that we report the loss this last May 2021 of our “sister” 
99 Dorothy Robinson. 

Dorothy was a high school English teacher at West High School in Bakersfield 
prior to retiring.  She developed an interest in flying during her teaching career.  
She soloed in 1981 and obtained her PPL in 1982.  Dorothy joined the 99s 
(Bakersfield Chapter) on April 19, 1982.  She served as Chapter Chair from 1984 
to 1988 and remained an active member until she moved to Roanoke, Virginia to 
be near her sister.  She continued her membership in the Bakersfield chapter 
after moving out of state. 

Dorothy also served on a Southwest Section Committee—Oral History—for 
many years.  She and Pat Chan enjoyed meeting with 99s and recording their 
stories for future generations to hear.  Dorothy  assisted Thelma Cull with 
checking delegates in at a number of International 99s meetings. 

Bertie Duffy recalls traveling with Dorothy including the New Zealand 
International meeting in 2005.  Rosemary Jensen visited with Dorothy many times in Bakersfield.  Her last visit that 
she recalls was at the 99s meeting in New Zealand.   

Pat (Church) Paschall recalls flying in an Air Race with Dorothy in Pat’s plane.  Dorothy had two planes—a Cessna 
172 for cross-country flying—and a Piper Cub for short flights around the San Joaquin Valley.   

Dorothy loved her 99s “sisters” attending numerous Southwest Section meetings and International meetings.  She 
frequently accompanied Achsa (Peacock) Donnels to Southwest Section meetings.  Achsa was a member of the 
Bakersfield Chapter and a Charter member of 99s International.   Dorothy and Achsa were close friends and, as 
Achsa aged and had difficulty getting around, Dorothy was there to help her. 

Dorothy was a very caring and thoughtful individual.  She always had fond, loving thoughts of her (deceased) 
husband Frederick and missed him very much.  Some of her hobbies in retirement (besides flying) included animal 
rescue and support (Angels of Assisi), the Roanoke Philharmonic, and the Roanoke Opera. 

After leaving Bakersfield, Dorothy lived the remainder of her life on earth in Roanoke, Virginia.  She was a very 
special person and will be sorely missed by all who knew her. 

 

We will post remembrances as we receive them. Send to southwesterly@sws99s.org 
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New Horizons 

Arti Philips, 49 1/2 
Venture County Chapter 

The 99s lost one of our biggest supporters on January 6, 
2022 – Art Phillips. Art was the husband of Martha Phillips, 
who has an impressive resume with the 99s. including 2 
terms as International President, 1 term as International 
Treasurer, Southwest Section Treasurer and Governor, and 
Ventura County Chapter Chairman, Secretary and 
Membership Chair, among numerous other committees and 
teams. Art served right along with her, by her side supporting 
her every step of the way, and attending most every 99s 
event, fundraiser, and meeting. He was the #1 Friend of the 
99s. 

Not only was Art a beloved member of the 99s community, he 
was also an advocate for aviation in general. He was part of 
the leadership team of the Wings Over Camarillo Airshow for 
over 20 years. He was also active in EAA and the Navy Flying 
Club at Pt. Mugu. He was an aviation ambassador who loved 
to mentor young pilots, friends and co-workers through first 
flights and coaching. 

The Ventura County Chapter is proud to establish the Art 
Phillips Scholarship for Initial Flight Training in his honor. The 
scholarship will let Art’s love of aviation live on in the life of a 
young man or woman who wants to learn to fly. 

Donations are now being accepted via our website 
www.ArtPhillipsScholarship.com.  

The VC99s have announced they will match all donations to 
the scholarship fund dollar-for-dollar up to a maximum of 
$10,000. 

You can also read more about Art’s life and legacy and get 
updates on the celebration of life in March 2022 at Camarillo 
Airport. 

We will post remembrances as we receive them. Send to southwesterly@sws99s.org 

For more information and to contribute to the scholarship fund and to click here: Art Phillips Webpage  

https://www.vc99s.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=649068&module_id=505737


 

 

13 

 

 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

Santa Barbara 

Written by Michelle Leiphardt  

Joan Rae Steinberger on August 28, 2021 member of the Santa Barbara Chapter 99s was honored at a hangar party with 
70 people in attendance who helped celebrate our very own Joannie with the prestigious Wright Brothers Master Pilot 
Award.  

We all know Joan has been involved in aviation for a very long time. In 1953 Joan joined a flying club at Santa Barbara 
Airport, in May of that year she solo’d in an Aeronca Champ, receiving her pilot’s license in November of that same year. To 
put this into perspective, Joan has been a licensed pilot longer than I’ve been alive. 

Joan has been a member of the Ninety Nines since 1960, she has given many Young Eagles their first flight. She has flown 
medical supplies for Direct Relief International and she is a member of the EAA where she volunteers as a judge for vintage 
classic aircraft at EAA’s Air Venture in Oshkosh. 

She has also been a participant in several air races and Powder Puff Derby’s now known as the Air Race Classic. 

In 1969 Joan was participating in a Powder Puff Derby race 
when she became aware of a lost female Derby pilot. Joan left 
her own flight path and took vectors from ATC to locate the lost 
pilot, Joan found her and together they got back on course and 
landed safely. As a result of her selfless act of heroism in 
assisting a fellow aviator, Joan was awarded the 
FAA’s Distinguished Service Medal. When the Federal Aviation 
Agency became the Federal Aviation Administration, it is 
believed by FASST Team presenter Brian Ashton, this medal 
was discontinued.  This Distinguished Service Medal is a very 
important and rare honor and was given to Joan for her 
humanitarian effort, “Joannie is like no other and as Michelle 
Leiphardt puts it, “you might be a stranger once and a friend 
forever.”  

Over the years Joan has owned several aircraft, A Taylorcraft, 
a Piper PA-12, Cessna 140 and a Cessna 182. In 1966 she 
brought a brand new Piper Cherokee 150 which she still owns 
to this day. She also obtained her commercial and Instrument 
ratings. 

Joan has been a pilot for a long time, She has accumulated 
over 4400 total flying hours, in some circles that’s not a lot of 
flying, however if you add up all the hours she has shared her 
time, enthusiasm, commitment and love for aviation with so 
many people, I’m sure it would exceed tens of thousands of 
hours as Brian puts it. 

Joan Steinberger has pioneered the way for women in aviation 
for generations to come and we all owe a tremendous amount 
of gratitude to her for her pioneering spirit, she far exceeds the 
requirements for this award. 

She has achieved an incredible milestone, and it’s fitting that 
she receives this award here today, at the airport, in this 
hanger, among her, family, friends and peers.  

On behalf of the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration and the Manager of the Van Nuys FSDO, 
Joanne was given the honor of The Wright Brothers Master 
Pilot Award! 
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San Diego 

One More Flight With an Old Friend  

Valerie Smith (San Diego 99s) owned an R model Cessna 
172 - N361ES from 2015 - 2018 and flew all over the 
Southern California skies while obtaining her instrument and 
commercial ratings. In early 2018, she sold the plane to 
Thrust Flight - a  flight school in Dallas, Texas. The flight 
school repainted it and completely redid the instrument panel 
- installing Dynon Avionics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few days after Christmas, Valerie, now a CFI, went to the 
Addison Airport (KADS) and took a Discovery Flight in her 
old plane. The flight was a surprise gift from her husband. 
Valerie didn't think she'd ever get the chance to fly her old 
plane again and was grateful for the opportunity and will 
cherish the memory.  

 

 

 

San Fernando Valley 

As we begin 2022, The San Fernando Valley chapter of the 
99s is emerging from its pandemic cocoon and stretching its 
wings again!  We have still been holding all of our chapter 
meetings over Zoom out of caution for our most vulnerable 
members, but we have been making the most of them by 
inviting guest speakers to join and speak on relevant topics. 
In February we had the privilege of welcoming Peter 
Kasabian, air traffic controller of the Van Nuys Airport, as our 
guest to speak about the goings on at the airport. Many of 
our members have been generously donating their time as 
guest speakers themselves to do outreach within our local 
community, such as Ceci Stratford, Jessica McClintock, and 
Petra Janney who have been working with the STEM 
program, DIY girls, speaking with Sylmar Elementary 
School’s 5th grade girls about various aviation related topics. 
As a chapter, we’ve been brainstorming new ways to raise 
scholarship funds, and Bri Idelman put them into action, 
working hard to raise over $900 for the chapter with a See’s 
Candy fundraiser. The women in our chapter have continued 
to accomplish amazing things individually as well: Lisa 
Fusano passed her CFI Written Test, Morgan Gale passed 
her Instrument Checkride, and Ingrid Lohne passed her 
Commercial Checkride and added a Complex 
Endorsement! Finally, we all came together on February 26th 
to celebrate the 70th birthday of our chapter. It was so 
wonderful to see each other again and wish our Chapter 
another 70 years with cake and a sparkling cider toast. 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  
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Rio Colorado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  
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  Los Angeles 

Palms to Pines Air Race: The Santa Monica based LA99s have been diligently working on bringing back the Palms to Pines 
Air Race which will take place August 12-13, 2022.  The LA99s along with sister chapters Monterrey Bay 99s, Mt. Shasta 
99s, Crater Lake Flyers 99s and Central Oregon High Desert 99s, could not be more excited for Palms to Pines 2022.  
Details and registration will be available on www.palmstopinesairrace.com.   

3rd Sunday of the Month Fly In: The LA99s host a fly in the 3rd Sunday of each month.  Our January fly-in was to Ramona 
Airport, lunch with the San Diego 99s, followed by an aerial tour of San Diego Bay and in February due to windy conditions, 
the planned fly-in to Santa Paula was scratched, but members still managed to have a couple of mini fly-ins instead – 
including Cable Airport and Santa Ynez. 

Milestones: Marlene (Karla) Perales passed her PPL, Krisztina Holly did her first solo cross-country and Inia (Carmen) 
Jimenez Rodriguez passed her Instrument Ground Instructor exam. Sarah Gipple has been appointed Paso Robles Airport 
Commissioner.  

Aviatrix Book Club: On the last Sunday of each month the LA99s host a lively and fun virtual Book Club discussion for the 
Aviatrix Book Club. All are welcome. Contact bookclub@la99s.org for details. 

Speaker Series: In January we had Aaron Fitzgerald, who flies aerobatic helicopters for Redbull come to speak to us about 
his career and aerobatics and in February we had Becky Condon - Veteran Naval Aviatrix and Airline Pilot come and speak 
to us about her career. 

Courage, Tenacity - Inspiration 
Written by Arhynn Descy (Chair of the LA99s) 

For years one of our chapter members has been quietly working at getting her Sports Pilots 
Certificate. Oozing enthusiasm, always up for flying absolutely anywhere and always ready to 
take the controls if offered to her. Radios, navigating, whatever job she was given she was 
willing and able to do.  I flew with her and she was awesome. One such flight was from Santa 
Monica to San Bernardino when the LA99s invited our sister chapters to join us in a friendly 
Air Race to celebrate 90 years of the Powder Puff Derby. Once we were airborne I handed 
the controls over to her and she navigated the plane perfectly along the 210 – our route 
towards San Bernardino. Dressed in Amelia Earhart costume, she was determined to do what 
she could to help us win.  We didn’t win, but we did have the time of our lives - as well as 
giving the reporter in the backseat a good story!  

Why am I mentioning all this? Courage, tenacity - inspiration. This amazing aviatrix flies with 
a disability. Due to a stroke as a young child she only has the use of one side of her body. 

We all know how difficult it is to learn to fly, but this woman has had the courage and tenacity to fight much bigger odds to do 
the same. Her name is Jennifer Butler and our chapter could not be prouder of her.  

Jen grew up in her dad’s little planes – Pipers that they flew around the country. Her dad is a pilot. He bought his first plane 
when she was 2 months old, but Jen was 9 before he let her touch the yoke. She loved it so much she was always pushing 
her mom to take the backseat so that she could keep the plane ‘straight and level’. As she got her dad started letting her 
take the plane while he had a power nap.  

It was only when she moved to California six years ago that Jen started working towards her Sports Pilot Certificate. Over 
the years there have been mountains of obstacles, including finding the right plane to handle on her own and finding the 
right CFI. She has faced this with a courage and tenacity that is an inspiration to us all. Jen flies a Sling from the right seat. 
She does it without any adaptations and in December 2021 she became a Sports Pilot.  

In her words: “Never give up – I am living proof that anything is possible.” 

Jen has already set her sights on her next goal. The sky is NOT the limit for Jen and we can’t wait to see her gain her PPL.  

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  
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Monterey Bay 

Our chapter was very busy on Valentine’s Day. 
We did a cookies drop to aviation businesses at 
our airports to show how much we appreciate 
their support and services to the 99s. 25 
businesses were delivered cookies at Salinas, 
Watsonville, and Hollister Airports along with 
cards that gave information about the International 
Organization of Women Pilots.  Here is one 
picture that exemplified our efforts, and showed 
off the newly painted compass rose from last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

Get read to vote! 

Elections are starting this March. Ballots will be mailed or emailed to you (depending on whether or not 
you opted-in for electronic voting) for elections for the Southwest Section Board of Directors and the 
International Board of Directors. 

Candidate statements for the SWS Board election are listed online (https://sws99s.org/members-only/
sws99s-annual-election/) and in this newsletter. 

Candidate statements for the International Board election are listed online (https://www.ninety-
nines.org/election-page.htm)  as well as the latest issue of the 99s News. 



 

 

2022 International Conference 

The Ninety-Nines International Conference 

July 6-10, 2022 

Charleston, South Carolina 
 

For more information 
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A short list of firsts by women pilots, in honor of Women’s History Month 

Katherine Stinson was the first woman to fly the mail and the first woman in the world to own a flying 
school. In 1913, Katherine and her mother created Stinson Aviation Company to rent and sell airplanes. In 
1917, Katherine toured Asia, and was the first woman to fly in Japan or China.  

The Stinson Trophy was created in 1997 by NAA to honor the accomplishments sisters Katherine and 
Marjorie Stinson. These sisters were among the first 11 American women to be certified as airplane 
pilots through the Aero Club of America (the predecessor of NAA).  

Wally Funk is the recipient of the 2021 Stinson Trophy. Funk is being recognized for “… blazing trails for 
women in aviation and spaceflight and inspiring the next generation of aerospace professionals as a 
pioneering member of the Mercury 13, flight instructor, air safety investigator, and the oldest woman to fly 
in space.”  

Bessie Coleman was the first African American woman to earn a pilot’s license, but she was forced to go 
to France to earn it. Willa Brown was the first African American woman to earn a pilot’s license in the 
United States. She was also the first African American officer in the United States Civil Air Patrol and the 
first African American woman to run for United States Congress.  

Major General Jeannie Leavitt became the first female fighter pilot in the Air Force in 1993 and was the 
first woman to command a USAF combat fighter wing. 

Retired USAF Col Merryl Tengesdal is the first and only African American woman to fly the U-2 Dragon 
Lady spy plane. She recently authored a book about her impressive life, "Shatter the Sky: What Going to 
the Stratosphere Taught Me about Self-Worth, Sacrifice, and Discipline."  

https://akatravelteam.swoogo.com/99s2022


 

 

 

This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to:  

Editor‐in Chief 
Laura Del Favero 

Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® 
promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our 

unique history and sharing our passion for flight.  

The Ninety‐Nines, Inc.   

hƩps://www.ninety‐nines.org 

Southwest SecƟon   

hƩps://sws99s.org 

https://sws99s.org
https://www.ninety-nines.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWS99s/
https://www.instagram.com/sws99s/
https://www.pinterest.com/TheNinetyNines/
https://www.facebook.com/99sinc
https://www.instagram.com/theninetyninesinc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiYesI50j1Wztmge4wSQemA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-ninety-nines-inc-/
https://twitter.com/TheNinetyNines

