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Quarterly NewsleƩer of the Southwest SecƟon Ninety‐Nines 
Arizona    California    Hawaii    Nevada    Utah 

  

Governor’s Corner ‐        
Summer 2022 

As the Covid-19 pandemic continued 
during the past year, challenges for the 
Southwest Section 99s continued also.  

Our 2022 Spring SW Section Meeting 
was hosted by the Phoenix Chapter in 
Chandler, AZ. The theme was “Bloom: A 
Celebration of Personal and Professional 
Growth”. It marked the second time we 
have held a hybrid section business 
meeting. 

There were ninety-six in-person and 
sixteen virtual registrants. Attendees 
included eleven former governors and 
twenty first-timers. It was a good time to 
share aviation experiences and catch up 
with each other on our lives. New flying 
memories were made by the fifty-eight 
who flew into the general aviation airport. 

Since the Covid-19 pandemic began, in 
early 2020, two hybrid section business 
meetings were held. Each was a 
technical and financial challenge. The 
topic of hybrid meetings was brought up 
during the Spring SW Section Chapter 
Chairman’s Meeting. 

Mary McMahon, Coyote Country Chair, 
suggested a survey to understand our 
members’ hybrid meeting preferences. 
She sent the survey to all SW Section 
members in early May 2022. 

The results were as follows: 

1. Would you attend a SWS Meeting in-
person if a virtual option were available? 
 Yes = 62.73% 
 No = 19.25% 
 Uncertain = 18.01% 

2. Would you attend a SWS Meeting 

virtually is an in-person option were 
available? 
 Yes = 43.75% 
 No = 30.63% 
 Uncertain = 25.62% 

3. How much would you be willing to pay 
in order to attend virtually? 
 $10 = 58.46% 
 $15 = 11.54% 
 $20 = 16.92% 
 $25 or more = 13.08% 

Thank you for participating in the survey. 

Please join us at the 2022 Fall SW 
Section Meeting, “Wings Over the 
Wasatch”.  Air Hearts – Utah 99s is 
hosting the event from September 30 – 
October 2, 2022. For volunteer 
opportunities or questions contact Amy 
Eichel, hihoamy@gmail.com, or Whitney 
Holcomb, honk@me.com.   

The SW Section’s Amelia Earhart 
Memorial Scholarship Committee did a 
wonderful job counselling each SW 
Section scholarship applicant. This year 
eleven SW Section members were 
awarded the scholarship. Congratulations 
for your achievements! 

Chapters are also establishing 
scholarships. Imperial So-Lo chapter is 
working on two scholarships in memory 
of Mari Louise Hurley. Granite Mountain 
Chapter is organizing an annual event 
fundraiser with Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University to create a 
scholarship fund.  

Joannie Steinberger was honored by 
receiving the FAA’s Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award. Congratulations 
Joannie! 

The Palms to Pines Air Race was 
relaunched by the Los Angeles Chapter, 

with help from Monterey Bay 99s, San 
Joaquin Valley 99s, Mount Shasta 99s, 
Crater Lake Flyers 99s, Central Oregon 
High Desert 99s, and Rio Colorado 99s. 
This August, the race starts at Santa 
Monica, CA and ends at Madras, OR. 

The result of the 2022-2024 SW Section 
Election was announced at the 2022 
Spring SW Section Meeting. 
Congratulations to the next SW Section 
Board of Directors. 

Best Regards, 
Pat 

 

Pat Chan 

Governor 

Southwest Section 99s  

 

SUMMER 2022 

CALENDAR 
 
July 6‐10, 2022 
InternaƟonal Conference, Charleston SC 
 
Sept 29 ‐ Oct 2, 2022 
Fall SecƟon MeeƟng 
Hosted by Air Hearts Utah Chapter 
 
IRS Form 990‐N due October 15, 2022 
 
January 28, 2023 
Winter Workshop 
Hosted by LA99s 
 
 



 

 

SecƟon Officers 

Governor: 
 Pat Chan – Bay CiƟes 

Vice‐Governor: 
 Dea PayeƩe – Bakersfield 

Secretary: 
 Karen Hausteen – Phoenix 

Treasurer: 
 Irene Engard – Orange County 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley 

Directors: 
 Jennifer Perdigao ‐ Long Beach 
  Carol Munch  – Santa Clara Valley 

NominaƟng CommiƩee Chair: 
 Sunni Gibbons – Santa Maria Valley 

NominaƟng CommiƩee: 
Nobi BunƟn – Aloha 
Andrea Garcia – Long Beach 
Patricia Gregory – Santa Clara Valley 

  Kathy Walton –  Reno Area 
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Editor‐in Chief 
Laura Del Favero 
Santa Clara Valley 

southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Design & Layout 
open 

 
 

 

Southwest SecƟon CommiƩee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2020‐2022 

 

Flying AcƟviƟes: 

Airmarking   Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

NIFA   Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles   Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 

Flying AcƟviƟes   Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

  WINGS Program  OPEN 

 

EducaƟon & Chapter Development: 

Air & Space EducaƟon   Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 

Fundraising   Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership   Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

Student Pilot Members  Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

 

CommunicaƟon: 

Southwesterly Editor   Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Valley 

Southwesterly Layout  OPEN 

Social Media/Public RelaƟons  OPEN 

  Sheena Templo, Long Beach 

  Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley 

SWS Webmaster‐ Interim   Susan Tilley, Santa Clara Valley  

    SWS Web Team  Dre Feeney, San Diego 

    SWS Web Team  Maki Honda, Santa Clara Valley 

    SWS Web Team  OPEN 

    SWS Website Advisor   Mary McDonald, Bay CiƟes 

 

Awards: 

Awards Chairman   OPEN 

AE Scholarship   Lori Parker, Ventura County 

  Ceci Straƞord, San Fernando Valley 

  Helen Consolino, Phoenix 

Other Scholarships   Dot Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY   Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley 

 

Pilot Careers:   OPEN 

   

History: 

Historian /Scrapbook  OPEN 

Photographer   OPEN 

Oral History   Pat Chan, Bay CiƟes 

  OPEN 

Forest of Friendship   Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 

 

AdministraƟve: 

Tax Compliance  Barbara Crooker, Mt. Shasta   

By‐Laws   Pat PrenƟss, Orange County 
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Callie Goodman, Commercial, Bay Cities 

Carolyn Weatherbee, First Solo, Bay Cities 

Cassandra Castillo, First Solo, San Diego 

Claudia Asmussen, Private, San Diego 

Emily Roessler, Private, Ventura County 

Erica Ames, A330 Type Rating, Bay Cities 

Jayme O’Bryant, Private, Bay Cities 

Kaitlyn Clarey, Private Pilot, Bay Cities 

Lilian Shen, First Solo, Santa Clara Valley 

Amanda Boyd, Commercial, Bay Cities 

Melissa Indrebo, First Solo, Bay Cities 

Nancy Andaloro, First Solo, Bay Cities 

Patrizia Zernatto, Private, San Diego 

Paulina Umansky, First Solo, Bay Cities 

Sarah Bottom, Instrument, Bay Cities 

Sydney Whisler, Private, Reno High Sierra 

Tori Klawiter, Private, San Diego 

Traci Konas, Instrument Ventura County 

 

Please send accomplishments and optional picture to southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Teresa Olguin, Instrument, Santa Clara Valley 

Sarah Krammen , Private, Lake Tahoe 
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SWS Members Awarded the 2022 Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship 
Nobi Buntin, CFII, Santa Clara Valley 

Minfei Chen, Commercial Multi-Engine, Long Beach 

Natalie Codd, Vicki Cruise EMT, San Gabriel Valley 

Crystal Hoffman, Commercial, San Diego 

Annelie Hubinette, Multi-Engine, San Fernando Valley 

Sonia Jimenez, Multi-Engine, San Gabriel Valley 

Rachel Marion, Multi-Engine Commercial Add-On, Phoenix 

Rachel Meitler, Academic-BS Aviation Commercial Pilot, Antelope Valley 

Mattie Michell, Academic-BS Aeronautical Science, Granite Mountain 

Courtney Smith, CFI, Phoenix 

Spring Vick, CFI, San Diego 

 

SWS Member Awarded the 2022 Spring First Wings Award 
Tee Frisby, San Diego 

Madonna Ray, Fullerton 

SWS Airmarking Awards 

At the SWS spring meeting in Phoenix April 7-10, the 2021 awards were 
presented. First place award for small chapters went to Monterey Bay 99s for 
airmarking a new 80-foot compass rose at Hollister Airport. Bay Cities 99s 
helped and were awarded a framed certificate also. Runner up small chapter 
award went to Lake Tahoe 99s for repainting a 50-foot compass rose at 
Quincy airport.  First place award for  large chapters went to Reno High Sierra 
for a new airmarking at Nervino Airport of CTAF, name, ELEV.  

When your chapter does an airmarking, please complete the report form 
found in the members section on the SWS webpage or contact Lynn 
Meadows, SWS Airmarking chairman. 
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Recap of the 2022 Spring SWS Meeting 
The Southwest Section held it's second ever hybrid section meeting in Chandler Arizona April 8-11, with 96 people 
attending in-person and 16 people attending remotely via zoom.  

Membership in the SWS continues to increase 

The 99s International Report was given by International Director Minnetta Gardinier 

42 chapter reports were presented 

During the business meeting, Pat Prentiss inducted the newly elected officers, directors, and nominating 
committee.  

Governor: Pat Chan 

Vice-Governor: Nobi Buntin 

Secretary: Anele Brooks 

Treasurer: Leslie Ingham 

Directors: Robin Gartman and Laura Del Favero 

Nominating Committee: Chair: Kim Ernst; Committee: Andrea Garcia, Debbie Balsley, Susan Conner-Steeb, 
Annelie Hubinette 

Educational seminars included: preparing for a checkride, airport operations and hot spots, back-county flying, 
ATC & the VFR pilots 

The keynote speaker at the Saturday night awards banquet was Kiah Erlich of Blue Origin on the Future of 
Space 

Attendees were also able to enjoy a Friday night welcome taco bar, a tour of the Desert Botanical Gardens, a 
hike in Usery Mountain Regional Park and Ghost Town Tour, the Fly Mart and hospitality room 

Fall 2022  Section Meeting 
The next Southwest Section Meeting is slated for Sept. 29 – Oct. 2, 2022 
SWS Business Meeting Date/Time: October 1, 8:30 a.m. MDT 
 
Registration Opens July 1, 2022 
Hosted by Air Hearts – Utah 99s Chapter 
Contacts:  
Whitney Holcomb, honk@me.com 
Amy Eichel, hihoamy@gmail.com  
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SWS Committees 

There are several open committee positions including awards, history, social media, web team. Consider 
volunteering. See Page 2 for complete list. 

Results of the 2022 International Election 
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Please note the deadline is September 1, 2022 

 Southwest Section Members 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Nominations for 2022 WOMAN PILOT OF THE YEAR 

The 2022 WOMAN PILOT OF THE YEAR and PROFESSIONAL WOMAN PILOT OF THE YEAR will be revealed at the Fall 

Southwest SecƟon MeeƟng on Sept 29, 2022. 

Our  organizaƟon  is  filled  with  women  of  tremendous  accomplishments.    Each  one  has  such  an  interesƟng  and 

fascinaƟng repertoire of flight experiences and contribuƟons to the 99s and the aviaƟon community.  Each year we 

celebrate one or two of our members for her achievements and to inspire other members. 

I urge all you, wonderfully talented women pilots to take a look around you and at yourself for potenƟal candidates 

to be nominated for Woman Pilot of the Year or for Professional Woman Pilot of the Year for 2022. The instrucƟons 

for  the Fall SecƟon meeƟng are on  the Southwest SecƟon web site.   You may send  it USPS or electronically.   The 

deadline is September 1, 2022.   

This should take you right to the page.  

hƩp://sws99s.org/awards/secƟon‐woman‐pilot‐of‐the‐year‐award/ 

Send to: 
Marcie Smith  
1047 Blair Ave 
Sunnyvale, CA 
marcie.smith.home@gmail.com   
408‐245‐7934 

Looking forward to seeing your applicaƟon for the next Woman Pilot of the Year.  

https://sws99s.org/awards/#women-pilot-of-the-year
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New Horizons 

Joan Shonnard, Reno Area, 5/13/2022 

Doris (Red) Minter, San Fernando Valley, 5/4/2022 

Victoria Paluzzi, Las Vegas, 3/27/2022  

Betty Patterson Bucci, Santa Clara Valley, 3/26/2022 

Betty Patterson Bucci, 60, of Hollister California passed away March 26, 
2022 after a six year battle with cancer. She was born in San Jose 
California April 2, 1961 and attended Blackford High School and graduated 
from California State University-Sacramento in 1983. 

She joined IBM right out of college and had a very successful career 
becoming the first woman and the youngest IBM Distinguished Engineer 
and IMS Chief Architect. 

Betty was a pilot and enjoyed flying. She held a commercial license with 
single and multi-engine land and sea ratings. She was involved with WITI – 
Women in Technology International, MainframeZone, Mainframe Experts 
Network, System z Advocates, Aircraft Owners and Pilots, DB2 for z/OS, 
The Ninety-Nines, Inc., International Organization of Women Pilots, and 
IMS Global. 

Betty enjoyed traveling with her husband for vacations including overseas 
and was a good gardener raising fruit and vegetables. 

 

She was preceded in death by her parents Pat and Evon Patterson and is survived by her husband Fred 
and sisters Bonnie and Barbara and brother Bob. 

Per family’s wishes, no services will be conducted at this time. 
 
 
 

 

 

This space is dedicated to our members who have passed on to New Horizons. We will post 
remembrances as we receive them. Send to southwesterly@sws99s.org 



 

 

9 

 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  

 

Bay Cities 

Bay Cities held their 90th Chapter 
Anniversary Party on March 20th 
at the Oakland Aviation Museum. 
The event was attended by over 
60 chapter members, and their 
friends and families. Some of our 
members hadn't seen each other 
in over two years. Several 
members flew in from afar. We 
toasted our accomplishments, our 
chapter's longevity, and our 
growing membership, which now 
stands at 101 members. We 
wouldn't be here without those that 
came before us, and we have a 
long way to go for the generations 
that follow. Here's to making it to 
99!  

Bay Cities also recently updated 
their Chapter logo 
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Fullerton 

Fullerton chapter is hosting a BBQ Social and 
Networking Night, June 21st, 2022, 6 pm - Join them to 
hear scholarship presentations, learn about available 
scholarships, and meet local pilots. 

 
 
 

 

 

Reno Area 

Reno Area chapter awarded three scholarships totaling 
$4,000. 

 Re-Currency - $500 to Kaitlyn Bliss 

 Private - $2000 to Audrey Topp 

 Advanced - $1500 to Michaela Flint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aloha 

Aloha chapter is hosting a monthly Hawaii Aviation 
Education series. The six-part series will allow aviators 
to get together and hear from professionals from 
Hawaii's ATC, NOAA, the U.S. Coast Guard and more! 
This is an opportunity to learn about how each of these 
professions work with general aviation here in Hawaii.   

Topics include NOAA Weather series, ATC, FAR/AIM 
Party, Ditching with the US Coast Guard, and A&P 
Maintenance session. 
 
 
Santa Rosa 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  
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San Diego 

Santa Clara Valley 

Submitted by Pat Gregory 
 
On Wednesday, March 29 Pat Gregory and Louise Mateos from the Santa Clara Valley 99s participated in a webinar about 
women pilots for the Santa Clara Library District. This was a Zoom event that had over 50 audience members from all over 
the county. We discussed each of our journeys into becoming pilots, what kind of flying we do, organizations we belong to 
and information about planes and flight and the 99s. And we answered questions from the audience. It was an energetic 
discussion and we felt we could have gone on for a few more hours. Below is a quote from the host, Marsie O’Malley-Riley. 
 
 “You were so good at explaining everything (such as what keeps the plane up in the air). This was a very well rounded 
discussion.  After seeing Louise photos while flying, I am sure many people were inspired to look into flying. I will pass on 
the link for the 99s website when I send out the link to the video. 
 
Again, thank you so much for sharing your knowledge and experiences with us. As this was a Zoom program, people from 
throughout the Santa Clara County were participating, not just Gilroy. So, you may see some newcomers to your Santa 
Clara Valley 99s meetings!” 

CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE  
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New CredenƟalling Process for the 2022 InternaƟonal MeeƟng 
from the June 2022 Straight & Level: 
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The Ninety‐Nines, Inc.   

hƩps://www.ninety‐nines.org 

Southwest SecƟon   

hƩps://sws99s.org 

See you in Charleston

https://www.ninety%E2%80%90nines.org
https://sws99s.org
https://www.facebook.com/99sinc
https://www.instagram.com/theninetyninesinc/
https://twitter.com/TheNinetyNines
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-ninety-nines-inc-/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiYesI50j1Wztmge4wSQemA
https://www.pinterest.com/TheNinetyNines/
https://www.facebook.com/SWS99s/
https://www.instagram.com/sws99s/


 

 

 

This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to:  

Editor‐in Chief 
Laura Del Favero 

Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN 
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual 

support while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.  


