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Quarterly NewsleƩer of the Southwest SecƟon Ninety‐Nines 
Arizona    California    Hawaii    Nevada    Utah 

  

Governor’s Corner ‐         
Spring 2023 

The 2023 Southwest Section Winter 
Workshop, hosted by the Los Angeles 
Chapter, was very well received. About 
73 registrants, of which about 19 were 
virtual, attended the workshop that 
helped us learn wellness techniques. 
Yoga, meditation, and a sound bath 
were introduced as self-care means, for 
staying healthy, to meet the challenges 
of aviation. 
 
Anele Brooks, SWS Secretary, shared 
some interesting information she 
discovered about the Winter Workshop 
and Southwest Section. The following 
was excerpted from her report: 
 
“We have 99s attending virtually from 
the Western New York, Mat-Su Valley, 
Tennessee, Alberta, San Antonio, Air 
Capital and Hampton Roads Chapters 
as well as two members from the 
Arkansas Chapter who are here in Los 
Angeles. 
 
“Our Southwest Section is the largest of 
the 29 sections of the International 99s. 
The top three sections are: SWS 
(1774), South East (1058) and South 
Central (976) Sections. The smallest 
sections are Mexico (2) Brazil (3) and 
the Far East (3). 
 
“Our smallest chapters: Payson Rim (7) 
and Redwood Coast Flyer (7) have 
more members than the smallest 

sections have. Our largest chapters: 
San Diego (156), Phoenix (136) and 
Ventura (114) each have more 
members than 19 of our sections.” 
 
We are very pleased to have 99s from 
other sections join in on our Southwest 
Section Meetings and Winter 
Workshops. Hopefully we can all come 
together more often to share 
experiences and information. 
 
It’s interesting to see the comparisons 
between the Southwest Section with 
other sections and chapters. As the 
largest 99s section, coordination and 
implementation of section meetings can 
be a challenge. Seemingly simple 
things become magnified and complex. 
 
The chapters who host section 
meetings put in lots of time, energy and 
dedication into successful section 
meetings that we all benefit from. 
Virtual meetings allow us to continue 
with the business of the Southwest 
Section and stay in touch with each 
other. Still, there’s something about in-
person meetings that can’t be replaced. 
Somehow, we will manage to get 
together.  
 
Best Regards, 
Pat 

 

Pat Chan 

Governor 

Southwest Section 99s  

 

SPRING 2023 

CALENDAR 
 
 
April 29, 2023 
Spring 2023 SecƟon MeeƟng ‐ Online  
Hosted by Long Beach Chapter 
 
 
Sept. 28 ‐ Oct. 1, 2023 
Fall 2023 SecƟon MeeƟng 
Hosted by Ventura County Chapter 
 
 
Oct. 27‐Nov. 2, 2023 
InternaƟonal Conference  
Hosted by Jordan SecƟon 
 
 
January 2024 
Winter Workshop  
Hosted by Sacramento Valley Chapter 
 



 

 

SecƟon Officers 

Governor: 
 Pat Chan – Bay CiƟes 

Vice‐Governor: 
 Nobi BunƟn – Aloha 

Secretary: 
 Anele Brooks – San Luis Obispo 

Treasurer: 
 Leslie Ingham – Santa Clara Valley 

Immediate Past Governor: 
 NA 

Directors: 
 Robin Gartman  – Palomar 
  Laura Del Favero  – Santa Clara Valley 

NominaƟng CommiƩee Chair: 
 Kim Ernst – Fullerton 

NominaƟng CommiƩee: 
Andrea Garcia – Long Beach 
Debbie Balsley – San Diego 
Susan Conner‐Steeb – San Luis Obispo 

  Annelie HubineƩe –  San Fernando Valley 

T«� SÊçã«ó�Ýã�Ù½ù 
Editor‐in Chief 
Laura Del Favero 
Santa Clara Valley 

southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Design & Layout 
open 

 
 

 

Southwest SecƟon CommiƩee Chairmen 
and Board Liaisons 2022‐2024 

 

Flying AcƟviƟes: 

Airmarking   Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

NIFA   Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles   Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley 

Flying AcƟviƟes   Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley 

  WINGS Program  OPEN 

 

EducaƟon & Chapter Development: 

Air & Space EducaƟon   Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta 

Fundraising   Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership   Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

Student Pilot Members  Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe 

 

CommunicaƟon: 

Southwesterly Editor   Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Valley 

Southwesterly Layout  OPEN 

Social Media/Public RelaƟons  OPEN 

  Kelsey Webb, Bay CiƟes 

  Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley 

SWS Webmaster‐ Interim   Susan Tilley, Santa Clara Valley  

    SWS Web Team  OPEN 

    SWS Web Team  Maki Honda, Santa Clara Valley 

    SWS Web Team  OPEN 

    SWS Website Advisor   Mary McDonald, Bay CiƟes 

 

Awards: 

Awards Chairman   OPEN 

AE Scholarship   Lori Parker, Ventura County 

  Ceci Straƞord, San Fernando Valley 

  Helen Consolino, Phoenix 

Other Scholarships   Dot Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY   Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley 

 

Pilot Careers:   OPEN 

   

History: 

Historian /Scrapbook  OPEN 

Photographer   OPEN 

Oral History   Pat Chan, Bay CiƟes 

  OPEN 

Forest of Friendship   Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe 

 

AdministraƟve: 

Tax Compliance  Barbara Crooker, Mt. Shasta   

Bylaws   Pat PrenƟss, Orange County 

 

sws99s.org 
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Abigail Dang, MEII, Aloha 

Alex Murdoch-Haig, CFII, Aloha 

Camille East, ATP, San Diego 

Crystal Hoffman, CFI, CFII, San Diego 

Dale Sumersille, First Solo, Sacramento Valley 

Emily Stednitz, Commercial, Bay Cities 

Emma Elkington, Solo, Ventura County 

Hannah Whelan, Instrument, Aloha 

Jinelle Graves, First Solo, Orange County 

Julie Beaulac Zinay, CFI, San Diego 

Julie Gongwer, Private, San Gabriel Valley 

Kate Gomez, Commercial, Aloha 

Lauren Okimoto, CFII, Orange County 

Sarah Krammen, Instrument, Lake Tahoe 

Sarah Reese, CFII, Sacramento Valley 

Shealin Johnson, MEI, Aloha 

Terry McClellan, CFI, CFII, San Diego 

Yelena Kozenkova, Private, San Diego 

Please send accomplishments and optional picture to southwesterly@sws99s.org 

2022 Fall First Wings Award Recipients 

Yelena Kozenkova, San Diego 

Sunny Oh, Bay Cities 

Sydney Schumsky-Nicholas, San Diego 

Tyann Sorrell, Bay Cities 

Jennifer Dezell, CFII, Long Beach 

Tee Frisby, First Solo, San Diego 
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Winter 2023 Southwest Section Winter Workshop Report 
 

The Los Angeles chapter 
hosted the Southwest 
Section Winter Workshop 
Saturday, January 28th, 
2023 at the LAX Hilton.  

The workshop consisted of 
a number of presentations 
throughout the day with a 
focus on wellness. 

 

 

 

 

The first half hour consisted of an 
update from the SWS board of 
directors.  

This was followed a 30-minute 
yoga stretch session. 

 

 

 

 

The first speaker, Jolie Lucas, presented via zoom. Jolie is a licensed psychotherapist,  
aviation educator and writer who presents around the country. Jolie gave her talk, “Into the 
Alligator’s Mouth: Psychology of Personal Flight Minimums.”   

 
This was followed by a round table discussion on pilot self-care led by Kate Scott. How do you 
check-in with yourself before, during and after a flight? 
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Winter 2023 Southwest Section Winter Workshop Report 
After lunch, Captain Reyne O’Shaughnessy 
spoke about her book, “This Is Your Captain 
Speaking: What You Should Know About Your 
Pilot’s Mental Health.” She spoke on addressing 
the stigma of pilots and mental health.  

Mental health means taking care of yourself. Do 
you get adequate?: 
 Sleep 
 Nutrition 
 Exercise 
 Relaxation 
 

She followed up her talk with a Q&A session.  

 

 

In the afternoon, Kate Scott led another roundtable 
discussion focusing on Chapter Wellness.  

 How is leadership spread across members in your 
chapter? 

 How have you welcomed and retained members? 
 What have been some challenges in your chapter? 

 

 

 

 

The final speaker of the day was Riley Rees. She 
presented “Taking Control of Your Health & Well-Being”. 

Riley is CEO of Sofia Health, a marketplace connecting 
consumers to wellness providers to bridge the gap in our 
health system that doesn’t address an individual's needs 
holistically.  
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Spring 2023 Southwest Section Meeting 
 
Long Beach Chapter of the 99s is proud to host the virtual 2023 Spring SWS Meeting on 
Saturday April 29, 2023, from 10:00 to 15:00 PT.  
 
The morning will begin with the official SWS business meeting to include reports from 
International and SWS chapters, and the Spring SWS awards presentations.  
 
Following the business meeting, Susan Connor-Steeb (San Luis Obispo Chapter) will give a 
presentation on how to revive your chapter. 
 
Two additional featured guest speakers are Elise Lagergren, a Top Gun graduate, and 
Hillary Coe, an astronaut candidate. They will speak on their experiences working in aviation.  
 
In addition, we will present an educational seminar video on how to land at Catalina 
Airport, and will offer a virtual tour of the Western Museum of Flight. 
 
Since this is a meeting of the Southwest Section Ninety-Nines, we will be dressing for the 

occasion with a Hollywood Glam theme in mind, and invite participants to do the same. 

 
Register now  
 
Tickets are $10 each. Please pay via PayPal or make checks payable to Southwest Section 
99s. Deadline for payment is April 28, 2023.  
 
Hope to see you there!  

Why do you fly?  

Hemlock Films has an ongoing series of short videos highlighting pilots and active members of 
the aviation community speaking about their passions and why they fly. The series includes 
stories from a corporate pilot and barnstormer, aircraft delivery pilot, aviation correspondent, air 
racer, and others. 

The Why I Fly series was created by Adam and Kara White at Hemlock Films. Those of you who were at 
the 2019 International Conference in Dayton may remember them speaking to us at the Air Force 
Museum about their film Rise Above: WASP. 

https://sws99s.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=130494&item_id=1923986
https://whyiflyseries.com/
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From the SWS Nominating Committee 

Did You Know?  

Did you know that volunteering as a committee chair within your chapter can lead you to a 
committee chair position within the Southwest Section, which can lead you to a Board of 
Director position within the Southwest Section? And did you also know that a list of 
Southwest Section committees can be found in every issue of the Southwesterly 
www.sws99s.org?  

Qualifications for seeking election as a nominee for Southwest Section Board of Directors as 
Secretary, Treasurer, Director, or a member of the Nominating Committee include having 
been a member of The Ninety-Nines, Inc. for a period of two (2) years by date of the 
Declaration of Intent to Seek Election, which is January 15, 2024, and must be an active 
member. If seeking election as a nominee for Governor or Vice Governor, the qualifications 
include all of above, plus shall have served as a Chapter Chair, a member of the Southwest 
Section Board of Directors, or a Southwest Section Committee Chair.  

The “Intent to Seek Election Form” can be found on the Southwest Section website 
www.sws99s.org, in the members area, or can be requested from any member of the 
Nominating Committee by emailing to: nominatingcommittee@sws99s.org. The current 
Nominating Committee consists of these 5 members.  

Kim Ernst (Fullerton Chapter)  

Andrea Garcia (Long Beach Chapter)  

Debbie Balsley (San Diego Chapter)  

Susan Conner-Steeb (San Luis Obispo Chapter)  

Annelie Hubinette (San Fernando Valley Chapter)  

Spring 2023 First Wings Award Application Deadline 
 

The Spring 2023 First Wings Award applications are due April 1. 

The First Wings Award is a progressive award given semiannually to Student Pilot members.  

The award provides up to $6,000 toward completion of recreational, sport, or private pilot 
certificate in any aircraft category. 

Click here to view the Award description and instructions 

https://sws99s.org/
https://sws99s.org/members-only/section-awards/
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SWS Woman Pilot of the Year Award 

This award recognizes a section member for her flying, service to the 
Ninety-Nines, and contribution to the aviation community. 

Two awards are given: Woman Pilot of the Year and Professional 
Woman Pilot of the Year 

The basis of this award is the calendar year, Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. Awards 
are presented at the fall section meeting each year. 

Application Deadline: August 31 

Submit your completed form by email or snail mail to Marcie Smith – 
SWS WPOY Chairman 

SWS Airmarking Award 
Airmarking enhances flying safety. An airmarking project is a wonderful 
opportunity for chapters to get together in a relaxed atmosphere for a fun 
project. Invite your Student Pilots to join in, too, as it gives them a sense 
of attachment to the 99s. 

The basis of this award is the calendar year, Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. Awards 
are presented at the spring section meeting each year. 

Submission Deadline: March 1 

Submit your completed Airmarking Report form by email or snail mail to 
Lynn Meadows – SWS Airmarking Chairman 

Click here to view the Award descriptions and instructions 

SWS Air & Space Education Award 
Our Air and Space Education Award recognizes chapters who endeavor to fulfill our mission to “provide 
aviation education in the community.”  

The basis of this award is the calendar year, Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. Awards are presented at the spring 
section meeting each year. 

Submission Deadline: March 31 

Submit your completed form by email or snail mail to Sue Kerr - SWS Air and Space Education 
Chairman 

https://sws99s.org/members-only/section-awards/


 

 

9 

 

 

 

Aloha 

Aloha chapter volunteered and worked a 99s booth at Discover Your Future in Aviation Day 
hosted by the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum. On March 10, the Aloha Chapter will be hosting a 
Air Traffic Control Tower tour at Honolulu Control Facility. Then, the chapter will work together at 
a beach clean-up on Earth Day, April 22, followed by a potluck barbeque. 
Email alohachapter99s@gmail.com for more information!  

Bay Cities 
Bay Cities is accepting applications for two scholarships of up to $3,000. Currently open to 99s 
residing within California, north of the Clovis VOR 075/255 radials. Applications due April 16, 
2023. More information here.  

Fullerton 

Fullerton had fly-ins to Santa Monica with a visit to the Museum of Flight and Riverside with a tour 
of California Baptist University Flight School. The chapter is offering two scholarships. A $2,000 
award to fund EMT and/or basic aerobatics. Applications due March 31. Information here. And a 
$1,974 award for an advanced rating. Applications due August 31. Information here. 

Monterey Bay 

MB99s delivered goodies to the Salinas (KSNS) tower and airport manager. The chapter is 
working on digitizing their chapter history.  

Orange County 

OC99s coordinated a flyout to Mojave (KMHV) to take a tour of the National Test Pilot School. A 
After lunch at the Voyager Restaurant at KMHV, the group headed over to the NTPS for their 
tour.  

 

Phoenix 

Phoenix 99s are busy as ever. You can find them at 
the AOPA Fly-in at the Buckeye Air Fair at KBXK, 
the Cactus Fly-in at KCGZ, or hosting their annual 
spot landing contest at A39.  

 

Sacramento Valley 

Sacramento Valley is busy preparing for an upcoming Flying Companion Seminar. They are 
currently accepting applications for their scholarship. Open to 99s living within 99nm of KSAC.  
Applications are due April 30, 2023. More information here.  

CHAPTER NEWS 

https://www.baycities99s.org/scholarship/
https://www.iac.org/the-michael-e-blackstone-memorial-scholarship
https://sandiego99s.com/the-fullerton-chapter-99s-sylvia-paoli-scholarship/
https://www.sacramento99s.org/Scholarship


 

 

10 

 

 

   

San Luis Obispo 
February was a busy month for the SLO chapter. Chapter members attended the San Luis 
Obispo Airport (KSBP) Open House to learn about the proposed new Master Plan and impacts to 
the local GA community. They participated in a Valentine’s Day flyout to Santa Inez (KIZA) with 
Ventura County and worked a 99s booth the CAP’s annual Aerospace, Career, and Education 
Fair. 

Santa Clara Valley 
Capt Louise Mateos, Director of 
Emergency Services Training for 
California Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, 
flew several photo missions to assist 
FEMA in capturing images of damage 
resulting from the series of storms we 
received early this year.  
 
The images are available to view 
online. 

Ventura County 
On President’s Day, Ventura County members held their “Treats to the Towers” event, visiting 
towers at Point Mugu, Oxnard, and Camarillo Airports. They had fly-ins to Santa Inez and Santa 
Maria. 
 

 
 

 

CHAPTER NEWS 

Las Vegas Chapter San Diego Chapter 

https://cap-gis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=38700f6e38d04aea9dc1258ada078604
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(Dorothy) Taya Dunn, Bay Cities 

Maria D’Amato, Bay Cities 

Eddie Maciel Jr., 49 1/2 to Claudia Maciel, 
Monterey Bay, 12/21/2022 

Jean Landis, San Diego, 12/23/2022    

San Diego chapter life 
member and WASP 
Jean Landis passed 
away on December 13, 
2022. She was 104 
years old. Jean has 
lived an amazing life. 
She and many other 
WASP flew fighter 
planes from the 
factories where they 
manufactured and 
delivered them to the 

pilots who would fly them across the Atlantic to fight the 
Germans. The planes that Jean flew included the P-40, Flying 
Tigers, the P-47 Thunderbolt, and the P-51 Mustang which 
became Jean’s favorite. She also qualified in the Bell aircraft P-
39 Airacobra, and the P-63 King Cobra.   

I heard Jean say once: “The P-51 Mustang – the greatest 
fighter of all the fighters in WWII.” This is historically true.  

After the war ended in 1945 Jean got her master’s degree and 
returned to teaching health and physical education. After 
teaching at several universities, Jean returned to her alma 
mater, San Diego State University, where she taught until 1980 
when she retired as professor emeritus.  

Jean was among the WASP who in 2009 received the highest 
honor to civilians conferred by the US Congress, the 
Congressional Gold Medal in recognition of their distinguished 
contribution.  

After the WASP was disbanded, Jean never flew again except 
when she flew with Chuck Hall in his converted P-51, 65 years 
later.  

Over the last 32 years of her life, Jean was an ardent 
environmentalist. She was deeply concerned about the 
devastation humans continue to inflict upon this planet and 
every living thing upon it.  

Jean will be missed by all who had the privilege to know her. 

 

 

 

Janet (Jan) Gageby, Reno Area  

Jan began flying in 1984 when 
she met Jack Gageby who 
was a flight instructor. Jack 
owned a Cessna 150 and they 
flew it everywhere, their 
longest trip was to Oshkosh. 
Jan loved that little plane and 
was upset when Jack sold it 
and bought a 172. But she still 
flew the new plane. 

They flew many trips with Art 
and Martha Phillips and 
Jeanne and Bill Fenimore 
sometimes a weekend trip to Loreto, Baja California Sur or the 
Flying Double A Guest Ranch in Ruth, California, plus many 
local flights for Breakfast or lunch all along the California coast. 
Their biggest trip was in the mid 1990s when Jan, Jack and 
Jan’s mother Dorothy flew to and across Alaska.  

She joined the 99s in January 1990 as Jack was friends with 
several 99s and 49 1/2s. It is difficult to learn to fly with your 
husband as your instructor. She would always laugh and say 
she had to “fire” him to get her private. 

A member of the San Fernando Valley Chapter at first, she 
transferred to the Ventura County chapter when they moved to 
Simi Valley. While in Simi Valley Jack began building a RV 7 kit 
airplane in their garage. 

In 2005 Jan and Jack moved to Fernley, Nevada and she 
transferred to the Reno Area Chapter. 

One of her first activities as a chapter member was to attend 
the Northwest/Southwest joint Section Meeting in Ashland, OR. 

When they moved to Nevada, they moved the RV 7 kit airplane 
project to a hangar in Fallon, NV. Unfortunately, Jack had a 
serious stroke in November 2006 and that changed their 
lifestyles. Jan was pretty much his caregiver until his death in 
March 2020. 

The 99s were a big part of Jan’s life. She held many chapter 
offices and was chair of the SW Section Nominating Committee 
in 2021. She enjoyed going to and working on Section 
Meetings. 

Jan helped with Aerospace Education with the Girl Scouts and 
at schools in Fernley and Reno. 

The Reno Air Races were always a must – working in the 
information tent to greet attendees every year. 

Throughout her life, Jan was always giving to others. In Simi 
Valley she helped run a homeless shelter through a local 
church, and in Fernley she volunteered for many years with the 
Lyon County Sheriff’s VIPs.  

We will post remembrances as we receive them. Send to southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Jean getting a ride in 
Chuck Hall’s P-51 

NEW HORIZONS 
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Dene Chabot Fence, Reno Area, 1/21/2023    

Dene took an interest in flying when her 
mother took a ride with a friend who owned a 
plane. 

She graduated from high school at age 15. 
Inspired by one of many mentors in her life, 
she joined the U.S. Air Force at 19. After her 
service she used the GI Bill to advance her 
education. Over the next 40 years she 

earned an AA at American River College; BS from California 
Institute of Technology, MS at University of San Francisco; MS 
from University of San Francisco in Environmental Management 
and PHD in Mechanical Engineering. Retiring in 1990 after 26 
years in that discipline she purchased a Health Food Store – 
Vitamin Villa- in Carson City. She earned a Doctoral Degree as a 
Naturopathic Physician and maintained a practice for many 
years. The store was closed in 2012. 

Dene never lost her interest in and desire to fly from that early 
age of 9 years old. Flight training became financially possible 
after her daughter’s marriage in 1972. The FBO owner at Rio 
Linda airport offered flying lessons. Living only couple of blocks 
away, she started lessons in 1975 and received her Private in 
1976. She bought her 1966 Piper Cherokee C (N9283J) before 
she got her license. She flew and owned “Miss Cherokee” until 
just a few years ago. It now lives in Boise, ID. 

Her piloting skills quickly came into play when she worked for 
the CA State Department of Education when she was hired to 
survey schools from Susanville to San Diego for solar/
geothermal retrofit projects.  

Dene joined the Fresno Chapter of the 99s in 1977 and 
participated in her first Palms to Pines air race. Air racing 
became a passion and she participated in about 70 races over 
the years. Many of them with Gloria May (Fresno Chapter 
member). They won the Air Race Classic two times and placed 
in the top ten in most others. She also flew in the Pacific Air 
Race many times. Her shelves were full of trophies. 

Dene came to northern Nevada in 1992. She joined the Reno 
High Sierra chapter as a Charter member. She joined the Reno 
Area chapter in 1997. She became a Life Member of the 99s. 

During her time in the Reno Area Chapter Dene served a 
Chapter Chair and Treasurer. Dene enjoyed doing Aerospace 
education with the chapter. Working at the Reno Air Races was 
always a highlight of the year. 

Failing health kept her from attending meetings the past few 
years.  

Dene gave much to the community and the 99s. 

 

 

 

Roger Victor Joseph Hivert, 49 1/2 to Linda Mae 
Hivert, Reno Area, 1/3/2023 

Roger was born in Grez-en-Bouere, France, 
where as a young boy watched U.S. bombers 
flying over his little town 100 miles from Omaha 
Beach, on D-Day. Later, in his later teen years 
he rode his bicycle for hours to a small airport 
near the north coast for a 3 minute glider flight 
with a winch. As a Cadet he joined the French 
Air Force and was selected for the Mutual 

Defense Training Program and spent 20 months in the U.S. Air 
Force learning to fly. He flew T-6, T-33, and F-84 at Big Springs, 
Webb and various other Air Force Bases around Texas and 
Arizona. 

After his U.S. training, he returned to France and the French Air 
Force where he flew Fouga Magister as an instructor, and later 
many civilian aircraft such as Fieseler Storch, and Tiger Moth.  
While working for the DGAC, the French equivalent of the FAA, 
he continued and loved flying gliders.  

Roger was one of the original pilots for Air Inter which was the 
domestic side of Air France and flew Captain on the Fokker F-27 
while raising his family.  

He loved the U.S. and upon retirement came back to fly gliders.  
He heard about the fantastic soaring conditions at Soar Minden 
and went to work as instructor for High Country Soaring. Upon 
being offered a Captain position flying the DC-8 for a charter 
airline around the world, he left Minden for 3 years. 

When he returned to Minden, there was no serious flight training 
operation, so he set Hivert, Inc. and later with Linda Draper 
created NIFTI, Nevada International Flight & Transportation 
Industries. They married in the Cessna 310 and operated NIFTI 
for 15 years, successfully training many students from France 
and various other countries. Roger was well known for his 
instructional technique and success. He was awarded the FAA 
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award. 

Upon retiring NIFTI, he and Linda Mae traveled to Antarctica, 
Panama Canal, around the U.S. and returned to France to visit 
annually. At a cruise on the Columbia River in 2022 they 
celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary. He was hoping to 
return to France to live, but the world- wide pandemic caused a 
substantial delay. He returned to France at the end of 2022 
where he passed away early 2023, in his beloved Angers on the 
Loire River. 

Roger loved joining International, Section, and Chapter Ninety-
Nines activities as a 49 ½. He was especially proud of his airline 
pilot Granddaughter who is the current Governor of the French 
Section. 

Roger actively helped many people in their professional aviation 
and recreational flying careers. The first woman Captain at Air 
France was one of his students and he inspired many other 
professional pilots. 

NEW HORIZONS 
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The Ninety‐Nines, Inc.   

hƩps://www.ninety‐nines.org 

Southwest SecƟon   

hƩps://sws99s.org 

Event Calendar 

Date Meeting Host/Location  

April 29, 2023 SWS Spring 2023 Section Meeting - Online Long Beach Chapter 

Sept 28-Oct 1, 2023 SWS Fall 2023 Section Meeting Ventura County Chapter 

Oct 27-Nov 2, 2023 International Conference 2023 Amman, Jordan  

January 2024 SWS Winter Workshop 2024 Sacramento Valley Chapter 

Spring 2024 SWS Spring 2024 Section Meeting San Fernando Valley Chapter 

July 3-7, 2024 International Conference 2024 Vancouver, BC, Canada 

Fall 2024 SWS Fall 2024 Section Meeting TBD 

July 8-13, 2025 International Conference 2025 Burlington, VT 

The new Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum is 
scheduled to open on April 14, 2023, at the Amelia 
Earhart Memorial Airport (K59) in Atchison, Kansas.  

Exhibits include the last remaining Lockheed Electra 
10-E aircraft and a virtual reality display allowing 
visitors to fly in Earhart's aircraft on her 1932 trans-
Atlantic flight. The new museum also has a focus on 
STEM topics, such as engineering, celestial 
navigation and technological advances in aviation.  

WEDNESDAY WEBINAR - Volunteer Flying…An opportunity to give back! 
 
Presented by Deb Dreyfuss, Pilots n Paws, 
Lisa Hotung, PALS (Patient AirLift Services), 
Djana Milton and Tammy Williats, Angel Flight 
 
We are pleased to present four volunteer 
pilots. Each will share their experiences. 
 
Join us on March 8 at 8:00 PM Eastern as we 
learn more about volunteer flying! 
 
Register in advance. 

https://sws99s.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtd-6qqD8jEtcImQQRY8KDDLvTfTR8FDOg


 

 

This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   

Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to 

southwesterly@sws99s.org 

Editor 
Laura Del Favero 

Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® promotes advancement 

of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support 

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.  

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
Feb 20 submissions due for Spring issue 

May 20 submissions due for the Summer issue 
Aug 20 submissions due for the Fall issue 

Nov 20 submissions due for the Winter issue 


