
This year the 99s Annual
Convention was hosted by the
Arabian Section in Jordan. It  was a
truly international experience.
There was a successful  business
meeting combined with the
opportunity to be with 99s that we
rarely see in-person.

Traveling opened the doors to
share the 99s as a real
international organization.  To
continue the international
experience consider visit ing other
countries to attend their  99s
meetings.

Our West Canada Section is
hosting the 99s 2024 Annual
Convention in Vancouver,  Brit ish
Columbia.  Registration is  open.
Here’s another chance to step
outside our borders.

Best Regards,
Pat

Pat Chan
Governor
Southwest Section 99s
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January 27, 2024
Winter Workshop 
Hosted by Sacramento Valley
Chapter

May 3-5, 2024
Spring Section Meeting
Carson City, NV
Hosted by Reno Area and San
Fernando Valley chapters

Fall 2024
Fall Section Meeting
Hosted by San Luis Obispo
Chapter 

WINTER 2023

UPCOMING
MEETINGS

GOVERNOR'S CORNER

Arizona - Cal ifornia -  Hawai i  -  Nevada - Utah

Thank you, Ventura County
Chapter,  for hosting the 2023 Fall
SW Section Meeting and letting us
share in celebrating your 50th
anniversary.  It  was well  attended
and reminded us of what it  was
like during pre-COVID pandemic
meetings.

The majority of the section
meeting registrants were in-
person attendees,  amongst them
were 20 First-Timers.  During the
general  business meeting,  we
welcomed their  participation in
the Question & Answer Session.

The Governor’s Award was
presented to Pat Gregory and
Lynn Meadows at the Saturday
night banquet.  When the covid
pandemic struck Pat Gregory
stepped up to be our SW Section
Zoom Host.  She continued in that
role throughout the pandemic.
Lynn Meadows has consistently
held responsible roles within the
SW Section.  She currently chairs
two SW Section Committees.

The Women Pilot of the Year
Awards went to Mary Wick,  Sutter
Buttes Chapter and Glynis Olgado,
Las Vegas 99s Chapter.

At the section meeting Antelope
Valley volunteered to host the
2025 Winter Workshop and Las
Vegas 99s Chapter volunteered to
host the 2026 Fall  SW Section
Meeting.

There was much to celebrate at
the Fall  SW Section Meeting.



Section Officers

Governor:
     Pat Chan – Bay Cities

Vice-Governor:
     Nobi Buntin – Aloha

Secretary:
     Anele Brooks – San Luis Obispo

Treasurer:
     Lesl ie Ingham – Santa Clara Valley

Immediate Past Governor:
     NA

Directors:
     Robin Gartman  – Palomar
     Laura Del Favero  – Santa Clara Valley

Nominating Committee Chair:
     Kim Ernst – Fullerton

Nominating Committee:
     Andrea Garcia – Long Beach
     Debbie Balsley – San Diego
     Susan Conner-Steeb – San Luis Obispo
     Annelie Hubinette –  San Fernando Valley

The Southwesterly
Editor-in-Chief

Laura Del Favero
Santa Clara Valley

southwesterly@sws99s.org

Design & Layout
open

Editorial  Policy:  
The Southwesterly is  the official  publication
of the Southwest Section of The Ninety-
Nines,  Inc. ,  a  non-profit  organization ( IRS
code 501(c)(3) .

Neither the editor,  the Southwest Section of
The Ninety-Nines,  Inc. ,  nor its board of
directors is  responsible for the accuracy or
authenticity of any of the content of this
publication.  The opinions expressed in the
articles presented in this newsletter are
those of the authors and shall  not be
construed to represent policies or opinions
of The Ninety Nines,  Inc.

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen
and Board Liaisons 2022-2024

Flying Activities:
     Airmarking                       Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe
     NIFA                                 OPEN
     Young Eagles                   Pat Forbes,  Santa Clara Valley
     Flying Activit ies              Pat Gregory,  Santa Clara Valley

Education & Chapter Development:
     Air & Space Education     Sue Kerr,  Mt.  Shasta
     Fundraising                      Susan Liebeler,  Ventura County
     Membership                     Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe

Communication:
     Southwesterly Editor       Laura Del Favero,  Santa Clara Valley
     Southwesterly Layout      OPEN
     Social  Media/PR                OPEN
                                                Kelsey Webb, Bay Cities
                                                Jeanne Fenimore,  San Fernando Valley
     SWS Webmaster- Interim  Susan Til ley,  Santa Clara Valley 
         SWS Web Team              Maki  Honda, Santa Clara Valley
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Website Advisor    Mary McDonald,  Bay Cities

Awards:
     Awards Chairman              Linda Mae Hivert,  Reno Area
     AE Scholarship                  Lori  Parker,  Ventura County
                                                Ceci  Stratford,  San Fernando Valley
                                                Helen Consolino,  Phoenix
     Other Scholarships           Dot Norkus,  San Diego
     WPOY                                 Marcie Smith,  Santa Clara Valley

Pilot Careers:                          OPEN
 
History:
     Historian /Scrapbook        OPEN
     Photographer                    OPEN
     Oral  History                       Pat Chan, Bay Cities
                                                OPEN
     Forest of Friendship         Alanna McClellan,  Lake Tahoe

Administrative:
     Tax Compliance                 Barbara Crooker,  Mt.  Shasta 
     Bylaws                                Pat Prentiss,  Orange County

sws99s.org

http://www.sws99s.org/


Please send f lying accomplishments with optional picture to 
southwesterly@sws99s.org

Amanda Boyd, CFI, Bay Cities
Jenny Carrico, Private, Marin County
Lilian Shen, Instrument, Santa Clara Valley
Liz Sternberg, Private, Orange County
Rebecca Erb, Commercial Multi-Engine, Bay Cities
Sarah Krammen, Commercial Multi-Engine, Lake Tahoe
Tess Reedy, Solo, Monterey Bay
Zhenia Smolinska, Instrument, Bay Cities

Karlie Reed, Solo, Antelope Valley

Michelle Perine, Private, Fullerton
Cindy Moore,  Pr ivate,  Ful lerton

Maddie Ray,  Pr ivate,  Ful lerton

Rachel Huff-Wagenborg, Aloha. Mentor: Megan Albright
Mackenzie Lake, Mt Shasta. Mentor: Barbara Boot
Danette Lewis, San Fernando Valley. Mentor: Emma Baker
Yi Li, Santa Clara Valley. Mentor: Patricia Gregory
Shanley Olson, Phoenix. Mentor: Ginger Rowley

Anais Rodriguez, Aloha: Mentor: Riata Ready

FALL 2023 FIRST WINGS WINNERS

MEMBER MILESONES

mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org


Governor Pat Chan gave her report, including a recap of recent section meetings.

Vice-Governor Nobi Buntin reported on the status of section meeting hosts. There is a
need for chapters to host future section meetings. Currently, we do not have any
chapters to host section meetings in 2025.

Treasurer Leslie Ingham presented the current SWS financials.

The International Report was presented by Aileen Coverdell, International Treasurer.
The 2024 International Awards are open for nominations. Email nominations to
Awards@ninety-nines.org
International BOD intent to seek election forms are due December 31, 2024. Link to
International Intent to Seek Election forms 

All international BOD positions are open for the 2024-2026 term
Make sure your contact information is current with HQ. Check your information in the
online directory or email Laura at HQ.
Consideration for section meetings

Try to schedule 6-12 months in advance, especially the hotel contract
International representatives need the lead time to coordinate travel plans
If possible, coordinate with other section Governors to spread the section
meetings over the Spring and Fall  

Registration is open for the 2024 International Conference in Vancouver BC

SWS committee reports were presented.

Claudia Maciel introduced us to the new section meeting registration software, which is
being used for the 2024 Winter Workshop. The SWS BOD replaced Club Express with
Event Espresso to improve the meeting registration process.

SWS Nominating Committee Chair Kim Enrst revised the SWS meeting planning
documents. Find the revised guidelines in the members’ area of the SWS website:

Section Meeting Planning Guidelines
 
Winter Workshop Planning Guidelines

SWS Treasurer Leslie Ingham led a discussion on future section meeting planning.  

FALL SECTION MEETING REPORT

mailto:Awards@ninety-nines.org
https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=575
https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=575
https://sws99s.org/download/Section%20Operation/Section%20Meeting%20Planning/Guidelines%20For%20Host%20Chapters/Section_Meeting_Planning_Guide_SWS.pdf
https://sws99s.org/download/Section%20Operation/Section%20Meeting%20Planning/Winter%20Workshop%20Planning/Winter_Workshop_Guidelines_SWS.pdf


WPOY committee chair Marcie Smith presented two WPOY
awards:

2023 Southwest Section  
Woman Pilot of the Year

 Eloisa Glynis Olgado
 Las Vegas Chapter

2023 Southwest Section  
Professional Woman Pilot of the Year

 Mary Wich
 Sutter Buttes Chapter

Governor Pat Chan presented the Governor’s Awards to two
members to recognize them for their years of service:

Pat Gregory
Santa Clara Valley Chapter

Lynn Meadows
Lake Tahoe Chapter

2023 FALL SECTION MEETING AWARDS



Intent to Seek Election
Applications Available

The “Intent to Seek Election” form, for the 2024-2026 Southwest
Section Board term, is  available online in the Members’  Area of the
Southwest Section website (www.sws99s.org)  or by cl icking on this
l ink:

Intent to Seek Election form

You must have been a member of The Ninety-Nines for two years
prior to f i l ing for the election.  In addition,  to run for Governor and
Vice-Governor you must have been either a Chapter Chairman, SW
Section Board Member,  or a SW Section Committee Chairman.

Intent to Seek Election form arrival  deadline is  on or
before January 15,  2024

Form is to be signed by your Chapter Chairman, or if  the Chairman is
not available,  the form can be signed by two other Chapter
Chairmen in the Southwest Section.  Include a Candidate Statement
of no more than 150 words to be sent to voters.

Please consider serving your Section.  Questions?

Contact the Southwest Section Nominating Committee via email :
nominatingcommittee@sws99s.org

Kim Ernst
Andrea Garcia
Debbie Balsley

Susan Conner-Steeb
Annelie Hubinette

http://www.sws99s.org/
https://sws99s.org/download/Section%20Operation/Election%20Procedures/99s_Intent_to%20_Seek_Election_2024%20-%202026.pdf
mailto:nominatingcommittee@sws99s.org


OTHER WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT THE SOUTHWEST SECTION:
Volunteer for a committee! The southwest section committees need more
support to function properly and support SWS members.

Several  southwest section committees have openings for committee chairs.
Other committees are looking for more people to help support them.

Are you interested in any of these areas? Do you have questions about
serving on a committee? Send us an email .

Special  committees are those deemed appropriate to support the section and
the needs of its members.  The l ist  of standing committees changes with the
needs of the section.  Currently,  these committees include:

Air  and Space Education
Airmaking
AEMSF
Awards
Flying Activit ies
Forest of Friendship
HIstorian
Membership
NIFA
Oral History
Pilot Careers
Public Relations/Social  Media
Scholarships (other than AEMSF)
Southwesterly
Tax Compliance
Website
Woman Pilot of the Year (WPOY) Awards
Young Eagles

WANTED:
Do you have grant writ ing ski l ls? The Southwest Section is  looking for
members who have grant writ ing experience.  Please let us know if  you can
help.   Email  southwesterly@sws99s.org

OUR SECTION IS GROWING! 
As of November 29,  2023,  we have 1,929 members.  
The SWS BOD is looking for volunteers to help support the needs of the
membership.

mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org
mailto:southewesterly@sws99s.org
mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org
mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org
mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org
mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org


AEMSF Applications due January 1 
AEMSF scholarships available include: 

Fl ight Training Scholarship
Academic Scholarship
Technical  Training Scholarship
Vicki  Cruse Memorial  Scholarship for
Emergency Maneuver Training
Kitty Houghton Memorial  Scholarship
Research Scholar Grants

Award descriptions and application instructions

Winter Workshop January 27JAN 27

JAN 1

https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm


Antelope Valley

In September, the Antelope Val ley chapter toured Los Angeles Center led by Air
Traff ic Control ler/member Lindsay Plein.  

Marin County

Sara Ward was featured in a KPIX Channel 5 news segment on ‘Women in
Aviat ion’ .  Link to YouTube video

Orange County
The Orange County chapter is sel l ing Ninety-Nines lanyards 
as a fundraiser for scholarships. Al l  proceeds go towards 
Orange County Ninety-Nines’  scholarships.

Order here

Santa Clara Valley

On the third weekend in September, various chapter members volunteered at
Palo Alto Airport Day, Reid Hi l lv iew Airport Day, and the Clear Lake Splash-In.

CHAPTER NEWS

https://youtu.be/-0ElLHbaOg0
https://oc99s.org/oc-99s-chapter-sale-items/


Connecting with former Bakersfield Chapter members after the
dissolution of their  chapter.

Mary Wich of Sutter Buttes has started f lying outreach missions to connect with
99s who are located in areas without chapters.

Courtesy of Mary Wich, Sutter Buttes, October 29, 2023 

We did it !  Four 99s f lew down to Bakersf ield today in a 310 and met Yvette and Valerie,
- we had a blast!

Tina Belden from Reno Chapter,  Lorin Ponton and Esmeralda Guzman from Sutter Buttes
Chapter,  and myself .  Yvette met us at the airport.  We went to lunch and then joined
them at their Bakersf ield Flying Club Hal loween party last night.  We f lew home this
morning. 

They are wonderful  enthusiastic women, and they were SO HAPPY to meet us! I ’m going
to help Yvette apply for the AE Scholarship. She’s an Iraq and Afghanistan Air Force
Veteran and she needs and deserves it .  

I  went there with the intention of inspir ing these women and showing them how much
we (the Ninety-Nines) appreciate and support them, but i t  was ME who came away from
this so very inspired by them! 

Thanks again for this f irst fun mission, I  very much look forward to the next one!

CHAPTER NEWS



Celebrating Success at Santa Rosa 99s Inaugural  P51 Poker Night!

The Santa Rosa 99s Wine Country Chapter took f l ight on November 10th, hosting our
very f irst P51 Poker Night,  and it  was a soaring success that we're excited to share
with fel low 99s chapters!

With tremendous support from our aviat ion community and fr iends, we sold over 120
tickets,  drawing poker players of al l  ski l l  levels who bought in at $99, and non-players
at $25 per t icket.  We exceeded our fundraising target,  raising more than $10,000 for
our scholarship fund to support the next generation of women aviators to reach for the
skies.

Our event found its wings at the historic Redwood Hangar,  graciously provided by
Sonoma Jet Center.  I t 's worth noting that the center's owner, Jul ia Hochberg, is a 99
herself .  This gathering took place at our home f ield,  The Charles M. Schulz Sonoma
County Airport (KSTS).

The tournament had 12 poker tables, each accommodating eight players.  A professional
company ensured an authentic poker experience with dealers,  tables, and poker chips.
Attendees enjoyed a pay bar including 99 Tara Jasper’s Sipsong Spir its,  amazing tacos
from a local taco truck, delectable treats from 99 Jen Demarest of Baker and Cook, and
a si lent auction with dozens of incredible items from local sponsors including wine from
99 Heidi  Barrett,  Aviatr ix label.  We were honored to have Santa Rosa 99s Charter
member Jeannie Schulz contr ibute 'Snoopy' auction items from the Charles M. Schulz
Museum. Many thanks to Dane Jasper for contr ibuting the r ide in his P51 for the poker
tournament winner.

Our 2023 Chapter scholarship recipient,  Christ ine Koenigsecker,  added to the
celebration by f lying in to accept her award for her mult i-engine land rat ing. The
overwhelming enthusiasm from attendees has us planning for the future. Many have
inquired about the event becoming a yearly tradit ion, and we're excited to confirm that
it  wi l l  be!

We invite fel low 99s chapters to join us in celebrating this remarkable evening and
exploring how such an event could benefit  your scholarship fund. Thank you for your
ongoing support,  and together,  let 's continue to upl ift  and inspire aspir ing aviators.

CHAPTER NEWS



Wednesday,  December 13,  8:00 pm Eastern
SIGN UP TODAY!

Presented by The Ninety-Nines PPLI

It 's  no secret that women are entering the f ield of aviation at a record pace.  Despite
the increasing number of female commercial  pi lots,  barriers persist,  and this webinar
aims to uncover and address these obstacles.  Join us as we hear f irsthand experiences
from a panel of four accomplished pilots representing diverse sectors within the
aviation industry.  Their  narratives wil l  shed l ight on the hurdles they've faced and the
unique challenges female pilots encounter.  More importantly,  these trailblazing
aviators wil l  share insights into the interventions they've employed to overcome
barriers,  enhance their  professional journeys,  and catalyze their  personal growth.

The webinar is  proudly hosted by current participants of the Professional Pilot
Leadership Init iative (PPLI) .  By providing a platform for open dialogue,  shared
experiences,  and effective interventions,  the event aspires to foster a supportive
environment that encourages diversity and inclusivity within the commercial  aviation
realm.
 

Register here

WEBINAR - BARRIERS IMPACTING FEMALE UNDERREPRESENTATION IN
COMMERCIAL AVIATION AND THEIR INTERVENTIONS

Link to update information for online voting

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtcO6hpzoiGdVQW48NEOaTD1P-yyV1Atsb#/registration
https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=updateForm


NEW HORIZONS
Barbara Harper ,  Tucson Chapter

The Tucson 99s Chapter has lost a bri l l iant,
beloved, and admired member this year - the
indefatigable Barbara L.  Harper.  D.M. Barbara, as
our chapter knew her,  has been a member of the
99s since 1971 and has worked t irelessly to teach,
support,  and advocate for women pi lots and for
safe practices.

Barbara became a pi lot in 1969 in her early 30s
when she decided to f ly her own Cessna rather
than continuing to f ly commercial  every day from
San Francisco to Los Angeles where she worked.
She went on to become a f l ight instructor in
Petaluma, CA before moving to Tucson, Arizona. 

In Tucson, Barbara was hired as the chief pi lot
overseeing f l ight instructors and their training for
Davis-Monthan Aero Club, a f l ight school for
mil i tary and civi l ians. From there, she went on to
work for Continental  Air l ines as a f l ight engineer
on the Boeing 727 and 747 jet air l iners,  eventual ly
becoming a co-pi lot.  She was based in Houston
and f lew to South America every week before
returning home to Tucson on her days off.  Most of
the f l ights were routine and went smoothly.  But
not always.
 
Whi le she was co-pi lot ing an ATR 42 on its way
from Corpus Christ i  to Houston, the air l iner was
struck by l ightning. “ It  blew out the electronics on
the pi lot ’s panel and a bal l  of f ire went down the
aisle,  out the tai l  and left a hole,”  recal led
Barbara. Though the plane was about 100 miles
from the airport,  she landed it  safely with al l  50
on board walking away unharmed. 

After working for Continental ,  Barbara found part-
t ime jobs doing aerial  survey work for
organizations studying archaeological  s ites,
inspir ing her to get a bachelor ’s in anthropology
from the University of Arizona, and a master ’s and
doctorate in organizational management from the
University of Phoenix.

She also worked as a f l ight instructor for Learjet.
“Teaching is chal lenging and rewarding. Each
person is different and you must adapt to their
learning ski l ls,”  she said, recal l ing that over the
decades she has instructed “hundreds of pi lots
who went on to f ly for the air l ines.

Amongst Barbara’s voluminous accomplishments,
she was named Civi l  Air  Patrol  Off icer of the Year
in 2006, inducted into the Arizona Aviat ion Hal l  of 

Fame in 2010, and twice awarded Arizona
FAASTeam Representative of the Year for the
FAA Safety Team. Her ski l l ,  safe f l ight
operations, professional ism, and aviat ion
expert ise for 50 years of continuous pi lot ing
earned her the Wright Brothers Master Pi lot
Award in 2019. This award is the most
prestigious honor the FAA issues to pi lots who
have prist ine safety records and who have
exhibited professional ism, ski l l ,  and aviat ion
expert ise for at least 50 years whi le pi lot ing
aircraft.  Barbara is the fourth woman to be
recognized with the achievement in Arizona.

In addit ion to holding membership in numerous
aviat ion organizations, Barbara counseled pi lots
and taught seminars about landings and safety
as a volunteer for the FAA safety team. Several
years ago, she began working on reducing the
number of aircraft entering runways at Tucson
International Airport without permission from the
tower, and aircraft landing on wrong runways.
She successful ly reduced that number to less
than half  what it  was.

Barbara was an excel lent pi lot,  role model,  and
go-to professional for advice and information in
the wide aviat ion community she reached. She
played a huge role in the Tucson 99s Chapter,
always working di l igently to expand our horizons
and confidence, and always, always, advocating
for safety in every aspect of aviat ion. When
asked how long she planned to f ly,  she’d
respond, “ I  plan to f ly unti l  I  drop. They can bury
me in the fuselage of my Cessna.” She did f ly
unti l  she dropped, but her beloved Cessna was
given to her granddaughter,  who was training to
get her PPL when Barbara passed. Godspeed,
Barbara. You’ve made a huge impact on aviat ion,
and especial ly for women in aviat ion. We are
grateful  to have had this t ime with you and we’ l l
miss you dearly.

70s circa Palms to Pines 
All  Woman Air  Race

Official  Continental  Airl ines photo



Upcoming SWS and International Meetings

Date Meeting Host/Location

January 27, 2024 SWS 2024 Winter Workshop Sacramento Valley Chapter

May 3-5, 2024 SWS Spring 2024 Section Meeting
Hosts: Reno Area and San
Fernando Valley
Location: Carson City, NV

July 3-7, 2024 International Conference 2024 Vancouver, BC, Canada

Fall 2024 Pending SWS Fall 2024 Section Meeting San Luis Obispo

January 2025 SWS 2025 Winter Workshop Antelope Valley Chapter

NEW HORIZONS

Dolores Mathews, San Fernando Val ley Chapter,  October 28, 2023

Edith Upson Smith passed away on October 11,  2023. She was a
WASP (44-7) and a Life Member of the Tucson Chapter.  Fol low l ink to
read the New Horizons art icle posted on the International website.

https://www.ninety-nines.org/NH-Edith_Baugh_Upson_Smith_418.htm


OUR MISSION — THE NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF
WOMEN PILOTS® PROMOTES ADVANCEMENT OF AVIATION THROUGH

EDUCATION, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND MUTUAL SUPPORT WHILE HONORING OUR
UNIQUE HISTORY AND SHARING OUR PASSION FOR FLIGHT. 

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

Feb 20 submissions due for the Spring issue
May 20 submissions due for the Summer issue

Aug 20 submissions due for the Fal l  issue
Nov 20 submissions due for the Winter issue

This newsletter is  a publ ication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   
Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to

southwesterly@sws99s.org

Editor
Laura Del Favero

Santa Clara Valley Chapter


