
GOVERNOR'S CORNER The California Aeronautical
University is  providing lunch.
Please support this effort by
flying in to support the women
who are working hard to bring our
Bakersfield Chapter back to l ife.

Pat Chan, Immediate Past
Governor,  mentioned in her last
column that the Southwest
Section Board was working with
another chapter to rebuild them. I
attended their  summer get-
together and they are excited to
be meeting again and rebuilding
their  chapter.  The section board
assisted with an election and Pat,
Robin Gartman and I  are working
with them to update their  chapter
bylaws.  We were able to obtain a
copy of the chapter’s bylaws from
International Headquarters,  no
one knew where the original  copy
was.  If  any of your chapters
haven’t  dusted off  your bylaws
recently or don’t  know where they
are,  now would be a good time to
find them, review them and share
them with your members.  It  is  a
challenge to keep a chapter
vibrant and growing.  The
Southwest Section Board is  here
to help you with those challenges.
Please reach out to us if  you feel
you need support.

Last but not least,  please save
January 25,  2025,  for our Winter
Workshop hosted by the Antelope
Valley Chapter.  They have an
amazing program planned .  .  .
more about that at the Fall
Business Meeting!

See you there,  
Anele
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Sept 20-22, 2024
Fall SW Section Meeting
Paso Robles, CA
Hosted by San Luis Obispo
Chapter 

January 25, 2025
Winter Workshop
Hosted by Antelope Valley
Chapter

FALL 2024

UPCOMING
MEETINGS

Arizona - Cal ifornia -  Hawai i  -  Nevada - Utah

The Southwest Section gathered
in Carson City early in May for a
wonderful  Spring Meeting and a
l ittle summer snowstorm, then in
the blink of an eye we gathered
again at the International
Conference in Vancouver,  B.C.,
Canada. The Southwest Section
was well  represented at the
International Conference and not
just by SWS Chapters.  Two of our
members,  Eve Lopez,  Los Angeles
Chapter and Judy McCarthy,
Ventura Chapter presented
seminars.  It  was a great
conference in an amazing setting
in downtown Vancouver.  

The San Luis Obispo Chapter is
preparing to host SWS members in
Paso Robles September 19
through 21.  It  should be a great
event for the participants,  but it
has also been a great experience
for the chapter.  We have
discovered members with hidden
talents (that wil l  be used in the
future);  our younger and newer
members are participating with
transportation,  hospital ity,  and
any task that needs to be done.
The chapter’s greatest benefit  is
that we all  know one another
better and are more cohesive as a
group. We are looking forward to
seeing many of you in Paso
Robles.

There is  a group in Bakersfield
working to bring back the
Bakersfield Chapter.  They are
holding a f ly-in on September 14
at 12:00 at Meadows Field to
celebrate their  “f irst” meeting.



Section Officers

Governor:
     Anele Brooks – San Luis Obispo County

Vice-Governor:
     Mary Wich -  Sutter Buttes

Secretary:
     Sofia Nosratabadi – Orange County

Treasurer:
     Lesl ie Ingham – Santa Clara Valley

Immediate Past Governor:
     Pat Chan -  Bay Cities

Directors:
     Claudia Maciel   – Monterey Bay 
     Laura Del Favero  – Santa Clara Valley

Nominating Committee Chair:
     Susan Conner-Steeb -  San Luis Obispo
County

Nominating Committee:
     Debra Balsley – San Diego
     Samarra Dalrymple -  Fullerton
     Donna L.  Harman -  Mount Shasta
     Annelie Hubinette –  San Fernando Valley

The Southwesterly
Editor-in-Chief

Laura Del Favero
Santa Clara Valley

southwesterly@sws99s.org

Editorial  Policy:  
The Southwesterly is  the official  publication
of the Southwest Section of The Ninety-
Nines,  Inc. ,  a  non-profit  organization ( IRS
code 501(c)(3) .

Neither the editor,  the Southwest Section of
The Ninety-Nines,  Inc. ,  nor its board of
directors is  responsible for the accuracy or
authenticity of any of the content of this
publication.  The opinions expressed in the
articles presented in this newsletter are
those of the authors and shall  not be
construed to represent policies or opinions
of The Ninety Nines,  Inc.

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen
and Board Liaisons 2022-2024

Flying Activities:
     Airmarking                       Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe
     NIFA                                 OPEN
     Young Eagles                   Pat Forbes,  Santa Clara Valley
     Flying Activit ies              Pat Gregory,  Santa Clara Valley

Education & Chapter Development:
     Air & Space Education     Sue Kerr,  Mt.  Shasta
     Fundraising                      Susan Liebeler,  Ventura County
     Membership                     Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe

Communication:
     Southwesterly Editor       Laura Del Favero,  Santa Clara Valley
     Social  Media/PR                OPEN
                                                Kelsey Webb, Bay Cities
                                                Jeanne Fenimore,  San Fernando Valley
     SWS Webmaster- Interim  Susan Til ley,  Santa Clara Valley 
         SWS Web Team              Maki  Honda, Santa Clara Valley
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Website Advisor    Mary McDonald,  Bay Cities

Awards:
     Awards Chairman              Linda Mae Hivert,  Reno Area
     AE Scholarship                  Lori  Parker,  Sedona Red Rockettes
                                                Ceci  Stratford,  Ventura County
                                                Wendy O’Malley,  Bay Cities
     Other Scholarships           Dot Norkus,  San Diego
     WPOY                                 Marcie Smith,  Santa Clara Valley

Pilot Careers:                          OPEN
 
History:
     Historian /Scrapbook        OPEN
     Oral  History                       Pat Chan, Bay Cities
                                                OPEN
     Forest of Friendship         OPEN

Administrative:
     Tax Compliance                 Barbara Crooker,  Mt.  Shasta 
     Bylaws                                Pat Prentiss,  Orange County

sws99s.org

http://www.sws99s.org/


Please send f lying accomplishments with optional picture to southwesterly@sws99s.org

Alli Hinmon, First Solo, Orange County
Jenn Walinowicz, CFI, Orange County
Jeanine Machell, First Solo, Sutter Buttes
Jenny Carrico, Single-Engine Seaplane, Marin County
Maki Yu, CFI, Santa Clara Valley
Nicole Laerta, Private, Santa Clara Valley
Saori Fuji, CFII, Las Vegas
Sharonjeet Dhillon, ATP, Bay Cities

Jessica Burch,  Commercial ,
Marin County

Sarah Krammen, CFI I ,  
Lake Tahoe

Syd Whisler ,  Comm Mult i-
Engine,  Lake Tahoe

Giovanna Ei ler ,  Pr ivate,  
San Diego

Paul ina Umansky,  Pr ivate,
Bay Cit ies 

mailto:southwesterly@sws99s.org


2024 Fall  SW Section Meeting Sept 19-22

Location Paso Robles,  CA
Hosted by 
San Luis Obispo County Chapter

Student Pi lots -  The application deadline for the Fall
First Wings Award is October 1

Award descript ions and appl ication instructions

990-N tax forms due October 15

Instructions for f i l ing the IRS Non-Profit  Form 990-N
are avai lable on the International website in the
members-only section.

You wi l l  need to log in to view these detai led instructions:
https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?
fuseaction=Library&ViewID=115.

Amelia Earhart Scholarship applications are due
January 1 .

Appl ications and instruments are in the members-only
section of the website.  F ind them here
https://www.ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-scholarships-
awards.htm

SEPT  
20-22

OCT 15

OCT 1

JAN 1

https://www.ninety-nines.org/first-wings-award.htm
https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=115
https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/?fuseaction=Library&ViewID=115
https://www.ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-scholarships-awards.htm
https://www.ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-scholarships-awards.htm


Fullerton Chapter 
Fly-In to Alaska June 15 – July 7,  2024

Flying to Alaska had been a dream for many, but i t  became a real  possibi l i ty when the idea was
hatched (concocted) in the hot tub fol lowing an Instal lat ion luncheon. It  then took a vi l lage to
arrange and complete this tr ip that had been in the planning for a year.  There were to be
separate legs of the tr ip whereby members could f ly in at different points to join the group, and
the whole event was to end at the 99s International Conference in Vancouver BC, Canada.
Members and fr iends part icipating were Jamie Tanabe, Dana Gl idden, Anna Clark,  Hannah Smith,
Cameron LaFont,  Priya Gopinath, Liz Arias,  Lauren Hutson, Samarra Dalrymple, Jessica Mal lory,
Echo Lui,  Vic Jones, Er ik Penz, JBruce Camino and Kendal l  Sinosky. There are many people to be
grateful  to besides our core 99s. Vic Jones, a card-carrying fr iend of the 99s, was the second
plane in a f l ight of two. His part icipation made it  possible for more members to part icipate in
various legs. Erik Penz joined the group at Half  Moon Bay and became the guide in Juneau for
f l ightseeing over glaciers and ice f ields, past waterfal ls and mountainous terrain that they may
not have braved without his guidance. A fr iend of Liz Arias,  who opened her home to the group in
Wasi l la for a bar-b-que and water play on her pond. Jessica Mal lory for her hospital i ty and the
use of her Condo in Vancouver;  and Kendal l  Sinosky (a CFI in Alaska),  who connected some of the
group to f loat plane training at Lake Hood.

The fol lowing is a compilat ion of stories from a few of the Ful lerton Chapter members who
part icipated in this adventure:

From Hannah Smith…
Somewhere above the boundary ranges north of
Juneau, our sense of scale deteriorated because
the world outside was erased by snow as far as
the eye could see, staggeringly radiant under the
bl inding sunshine. There was nary a tree,
bui lding, or any visible l iv ing thing to indicate the
enormity of the mountainous landscape relat ive
to our t iny selves. Wilderness imparts a healthy
dose of humil i ty.  Throughout the tr ip,  I  often
thought about how Ray Bradbury said, “Stuff your
eyes with wonder.”  That ’s what we did.

CHAPTER NEWS

From Anna Clark …
Two years into f lying, and I  st i l l  have much to learn. Alaska has shown me that f irst hand. During
my two week st int,  I  was able to do some glacier f ly ing, seaplane f lying and play passenger
princess as we f lew through some of the most questionable 'VFR' weather reports.  This whole tr ip
has real ly broadened my view of aviat ion culture, i ts appeal,  r isks and amazing rewards. I 'm truly
grateful  to have experienced it  with wonderful  pi lots,  and my 99's family.  Never have I  ever
experienced a tr ip this adventurous, eventful ,  and al l  around amazing.

Dana Gl idden and Anna Clark



GA f l ight to Alaska – June 2024
So, planning the tr ip to Alaska took many different twists and
turns. The idea was hatched at last year's instal lat ion BBQ,
and it  wasn’t  gaining much traction unti l  Jamie Tanabe got
behind it  110%. This was a bucket l ist  i tem for her,  and things
started to shape up. She, Dana and Vic put many hours into
research and route planning, and truly,  I  don’t  bel ieve a f inal
route was decided unti l  a day or two before we were on our
way. Much research had been done and many questions
asked, but as we know, the weather would play a big part in
our decision-making. We knew the f inal  destination wasn’t  a 

From Cameron LaFont…

CHAPTER NEWS

From Dana Gl idden…Part 1  

Alaska is EVERYTHING an aviator can dream of!  Flying to Alaska in
the summer of 2024 from Southern Cal ifornia was chal lenging,
beautiful ,  awe-inspir ing, and humbling al l  at the same t ime.

This adventure began with a simple statement that I  wanted to
return to Alaska and f ly around that state. I t  grew legs as Jamie
Tanabe began to actual ly organize things to complete that task.
Preparation took a vi l lage, which included the AVP hot tub gang
(Jessica, Madona, Priya, and I  am not certain who else because
that was always sort of a secret - lol) ;  air l ine pi lot and
AlaskaBUSHRAT, Erik;  a crazy T210 owner, Vic;  and a dreamer or
two (or twenty:)

An IFR departure for the two Cessna aircraft in our group was
executed exactly on t ime June 17 at 7:30am (1430z).  We f lew to
Half Moon Bay (KHAF) to pick up Erik and breakfast with my sister,
Dee, before taking the San Francisco Bay Tour in perfect weather,
crossing Crater Lake under a beautiful  blue sky and landing in
Bel l ingham, WA (KBLI)

After depart ing KBLI,  we f lew up the Brit ish Columbian coast over
Port Hardy (CYZT) to Ketchikan, AK (PAKT) and then on to Juneau,
AK (PAJN), which included the most WONDERFUL glacier f ly ing
anyone could ever do!

It  was a completely awe-inspir ing and astounding day of f ly ing in a
general  aviat ion aircraft!

After leaving both aircraft at PAJN due to weather,  we reconvened
in Anchorage via Alaska Air l ines. Activit ies there included
walking/bicycl ing around Anchorage, a Cessna 150 tr ip to
Talkeetna for Spinach Bread, and Knik Glacier f ly ing in a Cub
Cruiser with the Salmonberry Tour Guide, Patty (who inspired the
tr ip and taught me about the Bore Tide we went to witness),  and
her Park Ranger husband to whom I gave a f l ight review before
they dropped me off at Wasi l la (PAWS) for our 99s at the Lake
afternoon!

Fullerton Chapter Fly-In to Alaska                                                 Continued



Fullerton Chapter Fly-In to Alaska                                                 Continued

given - we were “making an attempt” to f ly to Alaska. The weather cooperated, and we made it
there and more! Flying the San Francisco Bay route was a bucket l ist  i tem for me. The coastal
route after we left Bel l ingham, Washington, was breathtaking. Once we arr ived in Juneau, we
decided to spend an extra day “f l ightseeing.” I  feel  so privi leged to have been part of this
adventure. I  feel  l ike I ’ve seen the beauty that very few people see, especial ly from our viewpoint
- low and slow over glaciers and ice f ields and rugged mountain tops and green val leys. We f lew
for about 22 hours over 4 days, and I  was never bored. I  stayed involved with the crew, the route,
the traff ic,  and the spectacular views. Something I  never want to take for granted is the great
fr iendships that have been forged in our f ly ing community.  I t  real ly says a lot about the character
of pi lots that you can travel together for 8 days, and everyone is helpful  and accommodating and
enjoyable to be around. As Hannah said, this is a tr ip we wil l  remember always! Check out this
l ink to see a bit  of what we enjoyed. 
 
Cl ick the l ink to Cameron's pictures.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ySF5PzRjKjuTpBQG8

From Cameron LaFont continued…

Hannah Smith, Jamie Tanabe, Cameron LaFont,  Lauren Hutson, Dana Gl idden

CHAPTER NEWS

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ySF5PzRjKjuTpBQG8


Aloha Chapter

On August 10, the Aloha Chapter of the 99s hosted the f irst Hawaii  Aviat ion Expo at
Honolulu International Airport.  The Hawaii  Aviat ion Expo was a job fair ,  aviat ion
educational workshop, and f l ight training networking event.  The chapter hosted the
event,  which was sponsored by Hawaiian Air l ines. This homegrown event was tai lored
specif ical ly for Hawaii ,  featuring local professionals who shared Hawaii-specif ic
knowledge. There were networking opportunit ies to connect attendees with Hawaii-
based job operators,  training faci l i t ies,  and scholarship providers.  The Expo was not just
for aspir ing pi lots but also those interested in related f ields l ike Air Traff ic Control ,  the
US Coast Guard, Meteorology, and more.

Bakersfield Chapter

The newly revital ized Bakersfield Chapter is hosting its f irst chapter meeting. Join them
if you can..

CHAPTER NEWS



Phoenix Chapter

The Phoenix Chapter of the 99s is planning a
celebration of our 75 years as a chapter!  We
wil l  be having a gala here in Phoenix on
November 16th, 2024. 

We would l ike to invite 99s and fr iends that
have been a part of our chapter along the
years though we may not know how to reach
you. So please let us know if  you are
interested in joining us at our celebration. 

Emai l  to KarenFlysN13492@gmail .com

Orange County ChapterCHAPTER NEWS

Santa Rosa Chapter

mailto:KarenFlysN13492@gmail.com


Upcoming SWS and International Meetings

Date Meeting Host/Location

Sept 20-22, 2024 2024 Fall SW Section Meeting
Host chapter: San Luis Obispo
Location: Paso Robles, CA

Registration

January 25, 2025 2025 SW Section Winter Workshop Host chapter: Antelope Valley 
Location: Lancaster, CA

July 9-13, 2025 2025 International Conference Location: Burlington, VT

Sept 2 Labor Day

Oct 1 National Pumpkin Spice Day

Oct 31 Halloween

Nov 5 Election Day

Nov 11 Veterans Day

Nov 28 Thanksgiving

NEW HORIZONS

Hilda Hi l l ,  Orange County Chapter,  passed away on July 20, 2024

Nancy Teel,  Tucson Chapter,  passed away on July 12, 2024

SEE YOU IN PASO ROBLES

https://conferences.sws99s.org/events/2024-fall-southwest-section-meeting/


OUR MISSION — THE NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF
WOMEN PILOTS® PROMOTES ADVANCEMENT OF AVIATION THROUGH

EDUCATION, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND MUTUAL SUPPORT WHILE HONORING OUR
UNIQUE HISTORY AND SHARING OUR PASSION FOR FLIGHT. 

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

Feb 20 submissions due for the Spring issue
May 20 submissions due for the Summer issue

Aug 20 submissions due for the Fal l  issue
Nov 20 submissions due for the Winter issue

This newsletter is  a publ ication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   
Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to

southwesterly@sws99s.org

Editor
Laura Del Favero

Santa Clara Valley Chapter


