
GOVERNOR'S CORNER

Left:  Janet Patton, International Director,  Center:
Anele Brooks, Southwest Section Governor,  Right:
Karen Hausteen, Phoenix Chapter Chair.

Karen also preceded me as Southwest Section
Secretary so it  was nice to see her again in
Phoenix.
 
The f irst weekend in December is always Toys for
Tots hosted by the Friends of Oceano Airport and
the SLO County 99s. This weekend the weather
could not have been better.  Better even than the
weather was meeting Wendy Lascher,  a Ventura
County 99, who joined us in Oceano. One of the
greatest benefits of being a 99 is f inding fr iends
wherever you land!

Don’t  forget to register for the 2025 Winter
Workshop hosted by the Antelope Val ley Chapter
99s. Registrat ion information is under the Events
Tab on the Southwest Section website.

See you in Palmdale,

Anele
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Wow! What a Fal l  this has been! The San Luis
Obispo Chapter hosted almost 100 99s in Paso
Robles, Cal ifornia in September. Robin Hadfield,
International Ninety-Nines President was our
International representative. She brought us up
to date on what the International organization is
doing and planning to do. On Friday night we al l
enjoyed a talk by local historian Jim Gregory on
the 99s and our local San Luis Obispo County
Chapter.  He also highl ighted photos of Amelia
Earhart taken at Cal Poly in the 1930’s.

In November I  attended my f irst International
Board meeting. To celebrate the 95th Anniversary
of the Ninety-Nines Oklahoma State
Representative Nicole Mil ler along with the
Oklahoma 59th Legislat ive Women’s Caucus, the
Oklahoma Department of Aerospace and
Aeronautics,  Wil l  Rogers International Airport and
the Sundance Airport hosted us for dinner at the
State Capitol .  I t  was an incredible honor to be a
part of the celebration. Oklahoma certainly
values having the International Ninety-Nines
headquartered in Oklahoma City.  Last,  but
certainly not least,  I  f inal ly met Laura Ohrenberg,
our headquarters manager in person. She is the
person you contact i f  you need any help from
headquarters.  She updates our membership l ists
and wil l  order insurance cert if icates for your
events - just give her some lead t ime. I  am
looking forward to my next visit  in March!

November is also the month the Phoenix 99s
celebrated their 75th Anniversary with a gala
held at Cutter Aviat ion at Wil l  Rogers Airport.  I
was very happi ly surprised to meet Marcie Smith
and Nancy Sl iwa there. Marcie and Nancy are
members of the Santa Clara Val ley Chapter,  but
Nancy meets with the Phoenix Chapter when she
winters in Arizona. It  was interesting to hear how
the Phoenix Chapter started as the Arizona
Chapter with f ive women and now has 165
members. I t  was renamed because Arizona now
has f ive addit ional chapters!
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Flying Activities:
     Airmarking                       Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe
     NIFA                                 OPEN
     Young Eagles                   Pat Forbes,  Santa Clara Valley
     Flying Activit ies              Pat Gregory,  Santa Clara Valley

Education & Chapter Development:
     Air & Space Education     Sue Kerr,  Mt.  Shasta
     Fundraising                      Susan Liebeler,  Ventura County
     Membership                     Lynn Meadows, Lake Tahoe

Communication:
     Southwesterly Editor       Laura Del Favero,  Santa Clara Valley
     Social  Media/PR                OPEN
                                                Kelsey Webb, Bay Cities
                                                Jeanne Fenimore,  San Fernando Valley
     SWS Webmaster- Interim  Susan Til ley,  Santa Clara Valley 
         SWS Web Team              Maki  Honda, Santa Clara Valley
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Website Advisor    Mary McDonald,  Bay Cities

Awards:
     Awards Chairman              Linda Mae Hivert,  Reno Area
     AE Scholarship                  Lori  Parker,  Sedona Red Rockettes
                                                Ceci  Stratford,  Ventura County
                                                Wendy O’Malley,  Bay Cities
     Other Scholarships           Dot Norkus,  San Diego
     WPOY                                 Marcie Smith,  Santa Clara Valley

Pilot Careers:                          OPEN
 
History:
     Historian /Scrapbook        OPEN
     Oral  History                       Pat Chan, Bay Cities
                                                OPEN
     Forest of Friendship         OPEN

Administrative:
     Tax Compliance                 Barbara Crooker,  Mt.  Shasta 
     Bylaws                                Pat Prentiss,  Orange County

sws99s.org

http://www.sws99s.org/


Amelia Earhart Scholarship applications are due
January 1

Scholarship appl ications and instructions are located in the
Members Only  area.

2025 Winter Workshop
Palmdale, CA

Registrat ion l ink .

Topic:  History of Women in Aviat ion, and STEM Projects for Outreach 

Lunch is included in the cost of attendance
 
Commercial  Airports:  BUR or LAX 
General  Aviat ion Airport:  WJF
 
Venue: Hi lton Garden Inn Palmdale
Rooms avai lable at block rate

Southwest Section Spring Awards

Remember to turn in your forms for the spring awards. The forms
are located in the Members Only  section of the website.

Air and Space Education
The Air and Space Education Award recognizes chapters that
endeavor to fulf i l l  our mission to “provide aviat ion education in
the community”.
The basis of this award is the calendar year,  Jan. 1st to Dec.
31st.  
Submission Deadl ine: March 31st.

Airmarking
Airmarking enhances f lying safety. An airmarking project is a
wonderful  opportunity for chapters to get together in a relaxed
atmosphere for a fun project.  Invite your Student Pi lots to join in,
too, as it  gives them a sense of attachment to the 99s.
The basis of this award is the calendar year,  Jan. 1st to Dec.
31st.  
Submission Deadl ine: March 1st.

JAN 1

MARCH

JAN 25

https://www.ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-scholarships-awards.htm
https://conferences.sws99s.org/events/2025-winter-workshop/
https://conferences.sws99s.org/venues/hilton-garden-inn-palmdale/
https://sws99s.org/members-only/section-awards/


Back to the Future 
SWS Winter Workshop 

Hosted by: the SWS Board and Antelope Valley Chapter 

Saturday, January 25th, 2025 
at the 

Hilton Garden Inn, Palmdale CA 
General Aviation Flights into KWJF, Lancaster, CA
Registration: $70.00 includes materials & lunch 

Hotel Rate: $110.00 
Contact: Lynn Hsia 626.484.2898; lkhsia@aol.com 



WHY VOLUNTEER?
Calling all volunteers. 

The SWS Section is looking for members to volunteer for our committees!

Are you looking for ways to get involved at the section level?

Would you l ike to support the southwest section,  but aren’t
sure you are ready to run for office?

Volunteer for a committee!

Non-profits like the Ninety-Nines rely on volunteer committees to get work
done

Our volunteer committees help support the mission and goals of the SWS
99s and help serve our member needs

A good mix of experience helps to bring in fresh perspectives while also
maintaining institutional knowledge

Full list of SWS committees in the Members Area of the website:

https://sws99s.org/members-only/section-organization/

National Intercollegiate Flying Association INFA)
Purpose: to provide support and funding for the activities of intercollegiate flying

Responsibilities: Contact chapters to encourage members to volunteer at different events 

Social Media
Purpose: to maintain the SWS Facebook, Instagram and X (Twitter) accounts

Responsibilities: Post press releases, news, updates, scholarships, and event information relevant to the SWS and the

Ninety-Nines

SWS Webmaster (2 open positions)

The webmaster is responsible for managing the Southwest Section website and its contents. The webmaster collaborates

with a web team to ensure the smooth operation of the SWS website. 

Historian/Scrapbook
Purpose: to preserve the history and legacy of the SWS 99s; to support our mission of honoring our unique history

Responsibilities: collect and preserve print and digital media of the activities of the SWS 99s

Oral History
Purpose:  to preserve the voices, memories, and perspectives of people in the SWS through recorded interviews

Forest of Friendship
Send information to 99s publications (The Southwesterly, social media) on procedures for submitting forms to honor

candidates from the SWS who have contributed significantly to the field of aviation;  Encourage participation and report on

the celebration.

Open Committee Positions

https://sws99s.org/members-only/section-organization/


By Donna Harman, Mount Shasta Chapter

I  am running for an off ice within the Southwest Section. Who knows me, I ’m unknown.

Well ,  that ’s what I  thought,  I  was completely surprised when I  ran for the Nomination
Committee within the Southwest Section. I  received enough votes to be voted onto the
Section Nominating Committee and made enough votes to be third in the voting.

What I  discovered was, that 99s did know me. I  have been a member of several  99s chapters
over the years.  I  love that I  can walk into any 99s chapter and f ind women with my same
motivation for aviat ion and f l ight.  That very network of women who inspired me, voted for
me. 

Did you know the Southwest Section is the largest section, making up 25% of al l  99s? Our
Southwest Section is made up of f ive states: Arizona, Cal ifornia,  Hawaii ,  Nevada, and Utah.
We have 42 chapters within those 5 states. Ideal ly,  we would have representatives from al l
f ive states at the section level .  

The goal of the Nominating Committee is to f ind and present candidates for Governor,  Vice
Governor,  Treasurer,  Secretary, two Directors,  and f ive Nominating Committee Members.

I  wanted to be involved at the section level to give back and continue to work with women
who are posit ive, encouraging, and wi l l ing to support aviat ion and fr iendship. Being on the
nominating committee al lows me to continue to meet such women.

If  you might be interested in a section role,  qual if icat ions for seeking election are not
overwhelming. Basical ly,  al l  posit ions require membership in the Ninety-Nines for a period of
two years. For the Governor or Vice Governor addit ional qual if icat ions include serving as a
Chapter Chair,  a member of the Southwest Board of Directors,  or A Southwest Section
Committee Chair.  

Our mission statement states:  The Ninety-Nines are an international organization of women
pi lots who promote the advancement of aviat ion. We accomplish this through education,
scholarships, support ing one another,  honoring our history, and sharing our passion for
f l ight.  

As a section, we help support the needs of the chapters within our international
organization’s mission. 

Elections are held every two years.  Our next election wi l l  be held in the Spring of 2026 for
the 2026-2028 term.  Come join the Southwest Section as a Board Member and be part of
the enthusiasm and energy. Reach out to any of the current nominating committee members
if  you have any questions.

Current Nomination Committee
Susan Conner-Steeb (San Luis Obispo)
Debbie Balsley (San Diego)
Donna Harman (Mount Shasta)
Samarra Dalrymple (Ful lerton)
Annel ie Hubinette (San Fernando)

FROM YOUR NOMINATING COMMITTEE



Sacramento Valley

Sacramento Val ley staffed a 99s booth at the Destination Aviat ion event held at Mather
Field.  The event hosted speakers in STEM careers, vendor tables, stat ic displays, as
wel l  as a Gir ls in Aviat ion Day.

San Diego

Annel ie Brinkman, Lesl i  Bandy, and Lindy Rucks attended a ceremony to honor Jean
Landis,  WASP, at the Mt. Soledad National Veterans Memorial  in La Jol la,  CA, where a
plaque has been dedicated to her.  I t  would have been Jean’s 106th birthday.

Sedona Red Rockettes

The Sedona Red Rockettes 99s have grown from eight
 to eighteen in eight short months! What fun it  is to 
introduce pi lots and student pi lots to the Ninety-Nines!
 We are on a rol l !

Our f irst fundraising event of the year was 
co-sponsoring the movie Pancho Barnes on July 24th 
at the Mary Fisher Theater in Sedona, AZ. Three of the 
chapter members dressed up in vintage aviator 
costumes to enhance the afternoon’s entertainment.  
This event and 50/50 cash raff le helped to earn funds 
for their 2025 Northern Arizona student pi lot  
scholarship and brought awareness to those who didn’t  
know about Pancho and her incredible l i fe.

We also put together a unique art display and celebration of Amelia Earhart at Yavapai
Col lege in Sedona. The reception brought people from the community who wanted to
know more about the 99s!

CHAPTER NEWS



Halfway There? 
By Samantha Schroeder, Fullerton Chapter 
 
I hear many success stories of people obtaining their PPL in a month, three months, a few weeks, a year –
as it is possible to complete that goal and I had high hopes that I would complete my PPL by the end of
this summer. Complete private ground school, check. Obtain the medical certificate, check. Pass the
knowledge test, check. Well, the end of summer is here and I finally did my first solo at the beginning of
September. That first solo, kept getting pushed back due to scheduling conflicts and maintenance, every
time I thought, “Today is the day”, it turned out it was, in fact, not the day. It is understandable that things
happen, even though those things do get a bit much at times. After months of it getting pushed back, it
was finally happening! It was a planned evening flight and I got there early to pre-flight and mentally
prepare for this exciting checkpoint. 

With a fueled-up plane and the preflight completed, I was ready! My CFI arrived and away we went, two 
flights in the pattern and then it was my turn - alone. Holding short of runway 24, I let ATC know that it is 
my first solo! I am asked to wait as there is a Cessna coming in to land… but 
they get diverted because OCFA requests to take off to go to the fires in the 
hills. As I patiently wait, I go through my checklists twice then a third time. 
Finally, the call comes that I am cleared to takeoff. Lights, camera, and 
action! Was I nervous? Yes and no. Honestly, I was more ready and excited 
than nervous, but I did begin to get a bit nervous watching the daylight go 
away. As I flew the traffic pattern, I saw the flames in the hills as I talked to 
myself each step of the way. Once, twice, and a third time around! My first 
solo was surreal and it ended up being at night, which was a separate 
experience all in itself. Soloing is really a profound experience that I will 
never forget. 

What is next? Night dual cross-country, check. Weather and, yes you guessed it, maintenance has put a 
slight delay on progressing. In my mind, I am so close! Am I actually halfway to reaching my goal? I pray 
that I am. Next step, solo cross country, studying for the oral, and then my PPL checkride. 

Sammy with Winnie the Warrior 



It had been a long while since I had loaded up the old 180 and taken off for anything more than a couple of days. Chunks
of rust coated the piloting skills and with an elderly dog, new unfamiliar avionics and odd cargo, a departure for a two-
week trip was a little challenging. Fall colors and an innate hunger for adventure beckoned, however, urging escape to the
skyways and a chance to play in blue skies and hopefully, just a few friendly clouds. An excuse arrived in the form of an
invitation to a fall painting retreat in Westby, Wisconsin. I am not a painter, only a hobbyist, but art teacher Mary Aslin
https://www.maryaslin.com/galleries, graciously included me and my flying dog, Skye, to her Farms, Fall leaves and Fun, a
painting experience in the Driftless. Perfect! What’s the “driftless?” I would have to find out later. 

The decision to go came so quickly that planning carefully did not happen. Every item loaded into the airplane was
randomly shoved or stuffed where it seemed to fit best with only a vague consideration of weight. Heavier items were
placed more forward, but there were art supplies, dog supplies, survival gear, food, water, clothes for freezing to
sweltering temperatures, all pushed in the door. It may have been the worst ever example of weight and balance in that
old plane.

Foreflight was immediately pressed into action, loading in
three possible routes to the north or the south or directly
across the Rockies. The list of favorite airports expanded to
include potential fuel stops across nine states. The oxygen
tank was dusted off, and accommodations were made for
Flying Skye, with an equivalent age of ninety-five in human
years. He was no longer able to leap into the plane
unassisted. Monthly injections were now required to keep his
legs moving at all.

Relentless fog had shrouded coastal California for weeks and extended in layers which demanded preparation for an IFR
departure. By leaving several days early, it allowed time for some visiting with my cousin and old friends along the route.
The first stop was KSOW, Show Low, AZ for fuel. Flying in reminded me of the last time I was there aboard the Flabob
Express DC3 when the engine caught on fire enroute to Oshkosh. That’s another story, but I knew it was a good stop with
a mechanic and hotels nearby if we were already tired after the first leg and the wild scramble to get out of town. 

After lunch and a rest, we continued east towards
KSAF, Santa Fe, NM. The turbulence on this leg
turned out to be the worst on the entire trip.
Impressive fatigue set in upon arrival after flying the
bumps, but we were rewarded with being able to
spend two sleeps, as the Indians would say, and two
delightful days with cousin and Super 99, Susan
Larson. Her dog Obie and Skye are great friends and
cousin dogs. Dinner conversation roamed around an
assortment of topics but centered on our combined
years of flying long cross-country solos as younger
women. Skye and I used to fly American history
trails, and the Santa Fe Trail was one that I never
wrote about. One more gallery walk and another
delicious meal before we began to discuss WX
options and possible routes leaving Santa Fe. Santa Fe NM Gallery Walk 99 Cousin Susan 

Just a Little Solo Cross-Country 
By Celia (Seadog) and Skye Vanderpool, Orange County Chapter

Route completed

https://www.maryaslin.com/galleries


Temperatures were dropping and prairie winds were building. The tiny cabin heater worked
hard flying the La Veta Pass through the Rockies, revealing stunning trees turning gold. It was
calm and cold, and we sailed through the pass with no event except a growing, internal
exhilaration, a quest for the freedom of flight, and the privilege to be able to do this. A senior
woman, senior dog, loading into a senior aircraft and flying wherever they wanted; what a
sensational feeling! We landed at KEAR, Kearney, NB for fuel, flying into a BUSY pattern! After
our lunch stop, Skye and I did our hand-to-paw promise to stop when tired but continue for
now. If able, the goal of the day was KONA, Winona MN.

Approaching La Veta Pass, with an errant balloon from ABQ???

The biggest shock of this day was the high number of farm lands that have divided their fields
in half, converting to wind farms. Across Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and even into Minnesota,
windmills covered acres no longer growing food. Hundreds had only one arm left dangling,
inoperative, unable to withstand the prairie winds…or tornadoes? 

It was a long day with great flying, finally having time to figure out the particulars of the new WAOW avionics. It was fun
now, not work. Tracking below Rochester and Minneapolis, St. Paul, we found peaceful little KONA, along the river between
the hills. I was relieved upon landing to find enough oxygen left for the return flight, since a refill was not possible here.
There was no significant terrain in sight and services were sparce. Tired but happy, we arrived for two sleeps and a nostalgic
visit with Maddog Mary Dodson, my Air Race partner from the 1990’s. She lives in a quaint carriage cottage on the grounds
of Briarcombe Mansion which has been abandoned for years. Skye explored the grounds and couldn’t believe his luck. He
seemed puppy-like again and I felt good too, since we were close to the final destination, and nothing had gone terribly
wrong yet. 

Carriage House Winona, MN 
Happy off leash 

Age was fighting me in the cockpit, with arthritic fingers trying to work the controls in sweltering heat or freezing cold. My
“car seat” of cushions had to be expanded to accommodate a bit of physical shrinking. The boost was necessary to safely
reach the controls and improve the view of a runway on landing. Reflexes, thought processing, decision making were
lagging behind the power curve a bit, but improving as we flew eastward. The airplane engine ran smooth and strong with
no significant squawks by the end of the trip. The 1957 Cessna taildragger ran like a horse that had been locked up in the
barn way too long. By Nebraska, we had our three landings, and by Minnesota, we were definitely crosswind current. Skye
was happy in the backseat, reluctant at each stop to disembark, ready to just keep going. He loved exploring all the new
smells and exciting people at every fuel stop or overnights along the trail. More rust was falling off. 

It was Sunday when we left MN for WI, and the Packers were playing. We donned our Packer gear and climbed in the C180
for the shortest leg down the Mississippi river and across from Minnesota to Wisconsin to Y51, Viroqua, south of La Crosse.
Our destination was Westby, WI, just twelve miles away from the little airport. A country style grass runway welcomed the
wheels of the C180. This peaceful, quiet runway alongside the Mighty Mississippi was even more interesting having just
learned about Effigy National Park with over 2,500 acres of pre-Columbian Indian mound symbols of animals and birds
along the river. Ancient symbols and sacred ceremonial and burial sites by mound making cultures added an educational
component to this adventure and were fun to look for from the air. 

Just a Little Solo Cross-Country                                                      Continued



Effigy mounds courtesy of National Park Service and Natural Geographic 
My search for effigy mounds along the Mississippi 

Also, Decoding the Driftless is a film explaining the last ice age where glaciers split apart leaving some terrain unglaciated.
Perhaps due to geothermal heating, ice moved around this fascinating region, leaving no glacial deposits of silt, clay, sand,
or gravel called “drift.” Left driftless, the area developed a richer floral/fauna wildlife environment. Even more fascinating
is the recent discovery and current explorations of a labyrinth of tunnels that expand for miles underneath the farms on
the surface between steep ridges, hills and valleys, waterfalls with a topography that is definitely not flat. The marketing
potential has grown recently, and the C180 was loaded further with Driftless cheese, Driftless meats, honey, jam…

Westby, WI Rush hour in Westby, WI 

The five-day workshop comprised of exploration of farms, Amish country, local villages, and heaps of fall leaves along
hikes, animals, and gorgeous scenery. Weather changes began to look ominous and raised a little anxiety about planning
the route home. ForeFlight began to collect a list of airports again, along routes west. Unsettled, unstable air masses
turbulence frontal activity and headwinds cloaked the country. Thunderstorms, howling winds across the plains and
turbulence to the surface and icing as low as 4,000 feet wo we enjoyed the day in Westby.

Just a Little Solo Cross-Country                                                      Continued

Curious cows and artists in the cold



The unbalanced, overloaded airplane squeezed in a couple of new artifacts, Amish items, Wisconsin cheese and a couple of
art objects along with a collection of trinkets from the week. The wind was not favorable for either runway at little Viroqua.
The lumpy, uneven concrete runway looked like melting asphalt in the desert. The grass runway (with potholes we
discovered on landing) would not assist a lift off safely. Temperatures were cold. The Wisconsin host group was so excited
about the airplane, they wanted to come out and film my departure. Gulp. A twelve-knot crosswind component, heavily
overloaded with full fuel, and a lumpy, bumpy runway with a Mercy flight evacuation in progress was not ideal.

Looking for the best advantage to head into the wind, I tried to avoid embarrassment being filmed on takeoff in marginal
conditions. Later when I saw the video, it was a great relief to see that just at the point where the tail came up and the 180
pendulum was squirrely on the centerline before lift, the two large hangars blocked the video. By the time the film
recaptured the airplane, we were airborne safely with a nice angle of attack heading west. Whew. A slow, low but beautiful
flight into headwinds took the next few hours. 

Parked behind a G5 in Mitchell, SD 

Next stop was KMHE, Mitchell Muni in South Dakota. As we
descended through the broken layer of clouds, we were surprised
to notice more than a dozen private jets on the ramp, definitely
indicating a major event in progress. We were greeted by a smiling
young man who immediately washed the bugs off the windshield
and presented Skye with a bright orange Rooster Hunt traveling
water bowl and a cookie. I received a hunting vest and assortment
of goodies to add to the weight and balance. We had arrived at the
opening of pheasant season. Wright Brothers Aviation was buzzing 
with people and activity. I heard a loud call; “Do you want to get married?” Turning to see the owner of the booming voice, I
politely declined with “Not today, but thanks for the thought.” The cigar toting, tri-tip ingesting XXXL gentleman declared,
“Any woman who flies a classic airplane and has a good-looking dog should be my wife.” I knew it was the plane and the dog.
We left the offer behind and continued to KCPR, Casper, Wyoming.  Cleared to land over twenty miles out, but then within
one mile, the tower asked if I was able to hurry a little bit. United was on approach right behind me. As usual, the winds
were gusty across the runway, but more rust was gone, and we managed to make it down and off at the first taxiway in time
and out of the way of the commuter jet. I think I only bounced once on that one, so that’s two more landings, another
crosswind fully loaded, poorly balanced airplane. My muscle memory had atrophied a bit, but the airplane remembered how
to do its job well. I reloaded part of the cargo, placing more weight forward. 

Casper was still dark the next morning at 07:00 and 25°. We waited until it was 34° and tracking behind the front as the
weather moved to the east, the planned route through the Rockies looked clear and smooth. Going on oxygen at 10,000 feet
gave me assurance that I’d make better decisions, grateful that ahead looked surprisingly good – at first. 
 

Just a Little Solo Cross-Country                                                      Continued



The blue sky was diminishing ahead and even to the west while an increasing and
sinking cloud layer seemed to be closing in. Rain splatter across the windshield was at
first delightful as we still had good visibility underneath the layer, but things were
rapidly changing. The terrain came up, the ceiling came down, the intended pass was
now obscured on one side and the rain was turning whiteish. Imagining I saw ice
buildup on the left wing even though the right wing was in the sun and looked clear, I
knew that the leading edges were covered with an abundant bug layer that might
break apart any ice or make it impossible to adhere. This was no place for the 180 to
be. We did a nice tight turn - not necessary, just fun. We retraced our trail working to
the north west, checking out the other passes as they seem to slam shut one at a time.
Finally, a VFR opening appeared possible at lower altitudes, and we were in the clear
with smooth, chilly air. We flew down a beautiful valley and after burning another
forty minutes of fuel, looked for an alternate stop. 

The airport selected KMLF Milford, UT. It was in a wide-open valley, but the airport
sure looked small. On approach, I noticed there were only a couple of hangers and a
single pick-up truck. As I landed, I began to recalculate fuel as the pumps were not
visible at first. This place was a ghost airport, with that lonely pick-up that must have
been parked in 1961, its rusted hulk and axels permanently grounded on rotted tires, 

Terrain coming up, ceiling coming down…..
Decision fime 

rims to the earth. The dial up fuel pump had meager amenities. The chip
credit card was not welcome here. Thankfully, the tiny office door was
unlocked. Maybe it never had a lock. No signs of life. There was an ancient
sticky note with some faded marks on it and a phone number with the name
Rusty. Hmmm. That was me, at the beginning of this trip. I called Rusty
whose phone worked out at a hunting camp. He said he was afraid of heights
and didn’t know anything about airplanes, but he was the closest one to the
airport. I asked him how old the fuel was. He had no idea, but he did know Lonely Milford, Utah 

One more leg, we were in the direction of home with Oceanside soon in sight. Pulling up the ASOS, I was not too
surprised to hear crosswind wind blowing even at my home airport; 220 at 19, gusting twenty-five. Oh boy, one more
rodeo but we were home, and it was Skye’s birthday. He refused to get out of the airplane, pushing back in the seat not
wanting to budge. We’ve been flying together for 13 years. 

Long distance fall flying ain’t for sissies, with rapid temperature changes frontal boundary collisions and weather systems
warning of winter. Total flight time was close to 29 hours, the gallons of gas will be on my (gulp) credit card bill, TBD.

Cross country time aloft was an excellent opportunity to become familiar with new equipment, retune a different panel
site picture, overriding over thirty years of habit. Reflection of the cargo inventory, I didn’t need to haul a heavy easel and
pastel boxes. Watercolor equipment is light and easier for travel. I didn’t need cowboy boots and work boots, nor more
than one coat. There was enough survival gear for four people for two weeks and the survival food was so yucky, I have
revised my emergency nutrition plan. Conducting your own safety briefing and debriefing for each leg of the entire flight
is a fantastic opportunity to self-evaluate. What really needs to be on the airplane? It was a priority to look after the bird
and the elderly canine. Familiar habits fell comfortably back into place. The trip was a good rust remover, and the next
trip is on the horizon. 

Also authored by Celia are the books FT478 Royal Navy Staggerwing and Dear Aunt Ellie, Letters on Grief from Skye, both available on Amazon

Just a Little Solo Cross-Country                                                      Continued

how to manually override the pump and carefully wrote all the credit card info with a broken pencil stub and shoved the
paper into a cracked drawer. He said someone would come by in a week or so and call me to run it though. Not exactly
identity fraud prevention. He left, and for the first time, the airplane was reluctant to start, like a hot start on an IO system.
My mind was racing with alternatives, and I was relieved when the engine turned over and the prop began to spin. I knew I
could not get Rusty out of the hunting camp again. This was not a smart stop, and there were no services nor mechanics
nearby. We did get fuel, however, and it was humbling. 



GIFT Week 2024 with Ms. Mary Latimer 
By Samantha Schroeder, Fullerton Chapter

A week of flying and studying in Vernon, Texas? Sign me up! Girls
in Flight Training (GIFT) Week is an intensive training week for
ladies that are gearing up for their private pilot certification,
ranging from no experience to some experience or those wanting
to fine-tune their training in a safe space. Organized by the
infamous Mary Latimer, GIFT is set in a safe space, free from the
challenges women face in aviation, including fear, 

frustration, and a lack of female role models. My goals for the week were to become proficient in
maneuvers and gain an understanding in what to expect for the oral while also starting to study for it and
to fly as much as possible! 
Three days before the start of the program I knew nothing of the event; 
however, Dana Glidden and Cameron LaFont were amazing enough to 
reach out to me and encourage me to take up the opportunity of GIFT 
Week. They let me know of the program a few days before it began, I took a 
day to think about it and had a chance to speak to Mary Latimer for more 
information; I bought my airline ticket the next day, then that Saturday, I 
flew out to Dallas Love. Mary Latimer is a woman of incredible knowledge
 who has lived an even more incredible life! From being an Air Traffic Controller
 for twenty-four years, holding an A&P mechanic certificate, a retired Designated
Flight Examiner, a flight instructor, with years and years of pilot experience, and 
more. She is a lady with a mission - to help women become pilots and to 
keep “spreading the GIFT of wings” one person at a time, creating a ripple effect in the women pilot’s 
community she has created. There was a total of eleven participants with eight of us in one house and
three in another. The amazing 
part is that each woman traveled from different parts of the country from the East coast, Colorado, 
Florida, and even within the state of Texas. After getting acquainted with each other, on Saturday we all 
prepared for the next day, the first day of GIFT. Early Sunday morning we packed ourselves into two cars 
to headed out to Wilbarger County Airport in the small town of Vernon, Texas. The town is in Northern 
Texas right on the border with Oklahoma which was surrounded by miles and miles of a lot of flat fields, 
which were occasionally spotted with cows. Situated in Mary Latimer’s classroom, we began straight into 

studying the private pilot knowledge prep book, as a large majority of the 
ladies attending were there for ground school to prepare for the written 
exam. 
Fortunately, there were two other ladies that were also prepping for their 
checkride, so I was able to study with them. We were what Mary called 
“baby birds” because we were learning how to fly, and we had two 
wonderful CFI’s who were “mama birds”. For the most part, I was able to fly 
every day up to the very last day practicing every maneuver so that I could 



execute them effortlessly before I flew out back to John Wayne Airport. By the end of the week, my
mama bird CFI stated that she was confident that I will pass the check ride, but first to continue
studying for the oral! 
This is a reminder to take up opportunities as they arise, 
because you never know where they may lead. I am 
honored to now be a part of Mary’s GIFT community. I 
encourage everyone to participate in GIFT Week regardless 
of their experience. Thank you to the Fullerton 99s Chapter, 
Dana Glidden, and Cameron LaFont for supporting me 
through this incredible opportunity. Thank you to the 
inspirational ladies that I was able to experience this with 
(“baby birds”/future pilots). Thank you to my “mama bird” 
CFI, Sarah, for pushing me and sharing her knowledge with 
me. Thank you to the queen herself, Mary Latimer, for 
starting the ripple effect and sisterhood community for female pilots! 
Lastly, get that written done if you haven’t done so already! 
For more information on GIFT: https://www.girlsinflight.org/ 
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Upcoming SWS and International Meetings

Date Meeting Host/Location

January 25, 2025 2025 SW Section Winter Workshop Host chapter: Antelope Valley 
Location: Palmdale, CA

March 28-30, 2025 2025 Spring SW Section Meeting
Hosts: Rio Colorado Chapter and
SW Section
Location: Laughlin, NV

July 9-13, 2025 2025 International Conference Location: Burlington, VT

pending 2025 Fall SW Section Meeting Host chapter: Monterey Bay
Location: Monterey, CA

Dec 7 Pearl Harbor Day

Dec 17 Wright Brothers Day

Dec 20 Ugly Christmas Sweater Day

Dec 21 Winter Solstice

Dec 24-25 Christmas Eve/Christmas Day

Dec 31-Jan 1 New Year’s Eve/New Year’s Day

Jan  20
Martin Luther King Jr Day
Inauguration Day

Feb 2 Groundhog Day

Feb 14 Valentine’s Day

Feb 20 Presidents’ Day



OUR MISSION — THE NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® PROMOTES ADVANCEMENT OF

AVIATION THROUGH EDUCATION, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND MUTUAL
SUPPORT WHILE HONORING OUR UNIQUE HISTORY AND SHARING

OUR PASSION FOR FLIGHT. 

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

Feb 20 submissions due for the Spring issue
May 20 submissions due for the Summer issue

Aug 20 submissions due for the Fal l  issue
Nov 20 submissions due for the Winter issue

This newsletter is  a publ ication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   
Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to

southwesterly@sws99s.org

Editor
Laura Del Favero

Santa Clara Valley Chapter


