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Many of you know that Lynn Meadows has
stepped down as Chairperson of both the
Membership Committee and the Air Marking
Committee. Lucky for us, I lse Hipfel ,  San
Gabriel  Val ley Chapter (and honorary member
of the San Luis Obispo Chapter),  has stepped
up to take on the duties of Air  Marking Chair.
Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Val ley Chapter
and Claudia Maciel ,  Monterey Bay Chapter
have offered to co-Chair the Membership
Committee. I f  any of you are interested in
joining either committee, please contact I lse,
Laura, or Claudia.  I  guarantee you wi l l  enjoy
working with them!

We are gett ing closer and closer to our next
International and Section elections. The
deadl ine to apply to serve on the
International Board or on one of the Trusts is
December 31.  The deadl ine for the Section is
January 15. Please consider running for
off ice. This is your organization and if  you
have a l i tt le extra t ime it  is a wonder ful
oppor tunity to meet 99s outside your own
chapters.  Please check your information on
the International website to verify you wi l l  be
voting electronical ly.  Paper bal lots are very
expensive, especial ly when they are not
returned! Both the Section and the
International are working hard to increase the
number of returned bal lots.  This cycle,  you
wil l  a lso have the option to vote by text.  A
letter prepared by Kathy Fox, Chair of the
Election Procedures Committee, has been
sent to al l  the Section Chapter Chairs
detai l ing exact ly how to check your voting
status. Contact your chapter chair i f  you
need help! Voting is one of the most
impor tant ways to par t icipate in the 99s at
al l  levels.

As you al l  know by now, we are hosting the
2026 International Conference this July 9-13
in San Diego. We are st i l l  looking for
sponsors, Fly Market par t icipants,  and
adver t isers.  I f  you know of any local av iat ion
businesses that might be interested in being
a sponsor,  adver t iser,  or presenting
merchandise at the Conference please let me
know! We wil l  contact them and send them a
sponsorship package. Watch for registrat ion
to open early next year!

Some sad news in our Section. Kathy Walton,
past Governor,  Chapter Chair,  and a mil l ion
other things, passed away on October 5,
2025.   Kathy and the Reno Area Chapter took
on a last-minute Section Meeting in the
Spring of 2024 and hosted a wonder ful
meeting - i t  even included snow in Apri l  -
which made it  even more fun! She was a
wealth of information about the 99s and wi l l
be very sorely missed by everyone who knew
her!

The other sad news is that the Long Beach
Chapter,  after a long struggle to keep going,
voted to dissolve. Vera Fair,  Orange County
Chapter Chair,  says that Orange County wi l l
be happy to welcome Long Beach members.
She says they f ly out of Long Beach anyway!
No doubt,  Ful ler ton and Los Angeles wi l l  a lso
welcome Long Beach Chapter members.

 I  hope everyone had a wonder ful
Thanksgiv ing - we have SO much to be
thankful  for - Hope to see many of you in
Carlsbad for the Winter Workshop on January
31. Registrat ion is open!

Happy Hol idays, Anele



Section Officers

Governor:
     Anele Brooks – San Luis Obispo County

Vice-Governor:
     Luz Schiable -  Ventura County

Secretary:
     Claudia Maciel  – Monterey Bay
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     Lesl ie Ingham – Santa Clara Valley
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     Pat Chan -  Bay Cities

Directors:
     Claudia Maciel   – Monterey Bay 
     Laura Del Favero  – Santa Clara Valley

Nominating Committee Chair:
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Nominating Committee:
     Debra Balsley – San Diego
     Samarra Dalrymple -  Fullerton
     Donna L.  Harman -  Mount Shasta
     Annelie Hubinette –  San Fernando Valley
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Neither the editor,  the Southwest Section of
The Ninety-Nines,  Inc. ,  nor its board of
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Southwest Section Committee Chairmen
and Board Liaisons 2024-2026

Flying Activities:
     Airmarking                       I lse Hipfel,  San Gabriel  Valley
     NIFA                                 OPEN
     Young Eagles                   OPEN
     Flying Activit ies              Pat Gregory,  Santa Clara Valley

Education & Chapter Development:
     Air & Space Education     Sue Kerr,  Mt.  Shasta
     Fundraising                      Susan Liebeler,  Ventura County
     Membership                     Claudia Maciel ,  Monterey Bay
                                               Laura Del Favero,  Santa Clara Valley 

Communication:
     Southwesterly Editor       Laura Del Favero,  Santa Clara Valley
     Social  Media/PR                OPEN
                                                Kelsey Webb, Bay Cities
                                                Jeanne Fenimore,  San Fernando Valley
     SWS Webmaster- Interim  Susan Til ley,  Santa Clara Valley 
         SWS Web Team              Maki  Honda, Santa Clara Valley
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Web Team              OPEN
         SWS Website Advisor    Mary McDonald,  Bay Cities

Awards:
     Awards Chairman              Linda Mae Hivert,  Reno Area
     AE Scholarship                  Lori  Parker,  Sedona Red Rockettes
                                                Ceci  Stratford,  Ventura County
                                                Wendy O’Malley,  Bay Cities
     Other Scholarships           Dot Norkus,  San Diego
     WPOY                                 Marcie Smith,  Santa Clara Valley

Pilot Careers:                          OPEN
 
History:
     Historian /Scrapbook        OPEN
     Oral  History                       Pat Chan, Bay Cities
                                                OPEN
     Forest of Friendship         OPEN

Administrative:
     Tax Compliance                 Barbara Crooker,  Mt.  Shasta 
     Bylaws                                OPEN

sws99s.org

http://www.sws99s.org/


Air Hearts - Utah
Morgan Potts - Private Pilot
Katy Dunn - Private Pilot
Kate Withers - Multi-Engine

Bay Cities
Denise Hilton - First Solo
Jenny Dixon - Instrument 
Mina Gu - CFII/Multi-Engine
Neerja Aggarwal - First Solor
Grace Elleda-Gonzalez - Instrument

Las Vegas
Lauren Scott - SWS Professional Woman Pilot of the Year

Phoenix
Rachel Marion - Captain Upgrade
Erin Dupree - ATP
Dorianne Hames - CFI

Orange County
Rachel Donawerth - First Solo
McKenzie Byrne - CFII

San Luis Obispo County 
Alison Borgsmiller - Private Pilot
Lydia Stanley - Corporate pilot for FedEx
Alex McGill - CFI 

Santa Clara Valley
Sal V. - Commercial
Joan Li - First Solo
Nicole Laberta - CFI
Louise Mateos - SWS Woman Pilot of the Year

MEMBER
ACHIEVEMENTS

Fall 2025 First Wings Award Winners
Name                              Chapter                         Mentor
Kathleen Christensen   San Gabriel                  Loreen Dee Wynja
Rachel Donawer th        Orange County            Diane Titterington-Machado
Daniel le Dow                Reno High Sierra         Stacie Goodwin
Jennifer Keck               Maui                           Anita White
Mackenzie Lake            Mt.  Shasta                  Barbara Boot
Alexandra Mil ler           Maui                           K imberly Fong
Semira Morales            Mt.  Shasta                  Barbara Boot
Melanie Troxel             Air  Hear ts – Utah         L iz Jones



SWS99s Winter Workshop 
Hosted byPalomar 99s

Saturday, January 31, 2026

 
https://conferences.sws99s.org/events/

“Make Your Passion Shine” 
throughConnections…Mentoring…Guidance 

Register by Visiting

Early Register through December 7, 2025 

https://conferences.sws99s.org/events/


Antelope Valley

AV 99s chapter members flew to Atchison, KS, to support Barbara Schultz when she was inducted into the
Forest of Friendship and took the tour of Amelia Earhart’s birthplace while they were there. 

CHAPTER NEWS

Lake Tahoe

Last spring, Lake Tahoe chapter member Tammy took her L-29 Delfin to Pylon Racing School in Roswell to
qualify to race in September at the new NCAR venue at Roswell, NM.

On September 10th, race heats took place. Check out the results:
Tammy took 1st place at 391.373 MPH in Heat 1B.
In Heat 2B, Tammy again took 1st place at 395.636 MPH.
On September 12th, Heat 3B took place, and Tammy came in 3  place at 401.365 MPH.rd

Congratulations, Tammy.

Santa Clara Valley

In October, members of the SCV99s met at Palo Alto airport to help Girl Scout Troop 2165 complete their
aviation badge. The session began in the conference room with introductions. Each girl received a booklet to
record what she learned.

The group then headed out for a guided airport tour followed by a series of hands-on aviation activities.
They explored weather and wind, learned about the Civil Air Patrol, practiced route planning with maps, and
examined a Cessna during a preflight check. They also got the chance to chat with a Palo Alto Airport Tower
Controller. 

The event wrapped up with everyone back in the conference room for final questions and reflections. 



Air Hearts - Utah

Air Hearts members on the Cleard Podcast with Drew Siegel. Jen McPhie, Sheila Garvey, Emily Parker, and
Isabelle Evans did a wonderful job of representing us— thank you ladies! You can find it on Spotify or Apple
Music.

Bay Cities

This fall, Bay Cities 99s member Dr. Michaela Renee Johnson is proving that healing doesn’t have to stay
grounded. In fact, it’s taking to the skies.

To celebrate the release of her new book 7 Primal Wounds: Break the Patterns Keeping You Stuck, Michaela
embarked on what may be the first-ever aerial book tour—flying 7,000 nautical miles across 33 states and
over 130 stops in her vintage 1944 Stinson Reliant, Scarlett. Her mission? To inspire emotional resilience and
connection through story, aviation, and just the right amount of taildragger charm.

Monterey Bay
In August, Monterey Bay 99s repainted the compass rose at Salinas Airport. And in October, the MB99s
hosted the Fall Southwest Section Meeting in Seaside, CA.

Orange County

OC99s have been busy. Members attended the Oceano Airport Girls in Aviation Day, gave a presentation
about the Ninety-Nines at the Planes of Fame Museum in Chino, hosted a 99s booth at the Long Beach
Festival of Flight, and attended the Pacific Airshow in Huntington Beach.

Sacramento Valley

On September 20, SV99s hosted a booth at the California Capital Airshow at Mather Airport. The Airshow
team organized a Girls in Aviation Day. This event inspired over 500 girls aged 8 to 18 by introducing them to
STEM and aviation career opportunities through various hands-on activities, mentorship, and a Q&A session
with female leaders in the industry.

For their October meeting, the SV99s had a pizza night at a member’s home. They were joined by members
of the Sutter Buttes Chapter. Their guest speaker, Kellee Benedict, gave a wonderful and informative
presentation about ATIS, ASOS, and METAR generation.

CHAPTER NEWS

https://l.easylink.es/l/8507c055adc4d4839d4e4c80b17f14ed56341bfa?u=8916598&i=963a6988-5c77-418d-9b84-b74635b3e1e4
https://l.easylink.es/l/8507c055adc4d4839d4e4c80b17f14ed56341bfa?u=8916598&i=963a6988-5c77-418d-9b84-b74635b3e1e4


Palomar 99s IFR Refresher Day 

In September 2025, the Palomar Chapter of the Ninety-
Nines proudly hosted its annual “IFR Refresher Day” at
McClellan-Palomar Airport (KCRQ), welcoming pilots
from across Southern California eager to sharpen their
instrument flying knowledge and skills.

The event featured an in-depth program led by Gold Seal
CFII Kathy Felker, who guided attendees through a
comprehensive review of key IFR topics. The day
covered airspace, ATC clearances, IFR charts and
symbology, departure, en route and arrival procedures,
regulations, use of alternates, lost communications
procedures, IFR flight planning, emergencies, and single-
pilot resource management.

The response was inspiring—after three months of
outreach, registration surged in the final week with 12
additional sign-ups, reaching a total of 36 registered
pilots. On the day of the event, 33 pilots attended along
with 10 dedicated volunteers / 99s members filled our
meeting room at Civic Helicopters, Inc. at KCRQ. Among
the group were three helicopter pilots, and attendees
who traveled from as far north as Temecula and San
Clemente and as far south as Clairemont and La Jolla.
Many returning pilots from last year’s program joined
again, alongside new participants representing a wide
range of aviation experience.

A highlight of the event was that many pilots were able
to complete the ground portion of their Instrument
Proficiency Check, and Wings credit was given. The day
was also especially meaningful as all proceeds went
directly to the Palomar 99s Scholarship Fund,
successfully meeting the chapter’s fundraising goals for
the season!

We are incredibly grateful to Kathy Felker, Civic
Helicopters, Inc., and the Civil Air Patrol - Skyhawk
Composite Squadron 47 for allowing us to utilize a
meeting space, our Palomar 99s volunteers, and every
pilot who participated in making this event such a
success. Events like these not only strengthen aviation
knowledge within our community but also provide vital
support for future aviators through our scholarship
program.

CHAPTER NEWS



Rio Colorado

In October, the RioColorado chapter held our first ever Cut a Thon, free haircuts, but asking for
donation to the Don & Tookie Hensley Memorial Scholarship Fund. There’s a pic of the
newspaper blurb, written by smarter people than me, only they left out Don & Tookie's name on
the scholarship. 

The RioColorado chapter is also planning our next scholarship fundraiser, our annual poker run,
mid January, be watching for more info to come.

CHAPTER NEWS



CHAPTER NEWS
Ventura County

Girls in Aviation Day!



Kathy was born on June 10, 1941, in Oakland, Cal ifornia to Ed
and Betty Lou Marquardt.  She has a twin brother,  Michael
Marquardt,  and a sister,  Marlene Sheppard. They used to r ide

NEW HORIZONS

their bikes to Oakland Airpor t to cruise around and go up to the tower.   Her father
began f ly ing in 1949 and was a par tner in many airplanes over a 30+ year period.
Kathy loved to go f ly ing but wasn’t  interested in learning unti l  she helped with a
Powder Puff Derby in 1962. She had to wait unti l  she f inished col lege and save
some money before she could begin f ly ing on August 1,  1967, at Reid Hi l lv iew
Airpor t in San Jose. She got her cer t if icate the fol lowing year on August 7,  1968.  

She met Rich Walton after high school.  He found out her father had a plane, and he
always wanted to learn to f ly.  Her father gave him his f irst f l ight.  Rich went on to
get a commercial  and star ted on an ATP before he became an Air Traff ic Control ler.
They married in 1972. Kathy’s love and devotion to Rich was always ev ident.

Kathy graduated from San Jose State and became an elementary school teacher in
the Campbel l  School distr ict,  then subbed in Kauai for a year,  before coming back
to the mainland to teach in Clearlake, Kelseyv i l le,  and San Carlos, Cal ifornia.  She
attended St.  Mary’s Col lege in Moraga, study ing Educational Leadership, and got
her master ’s degree there. Kathy served as a v ice principal  and then principal
before ret ir ing in December 2002. 

Besides her career in education, she owned a fabric shop with her mother sel l ing
fabric,  sewing machines, as wel l  as giv ing sewing lessons and repair ing machines.
She and her husband Rich, owned a motorcycle shop from 1978 to 1981, where they
sold motorcycles, water skis,  boating accessories and Homelite products, then had
catering trucks for three years.  She was president of the Clearlake Chamber of
Commerce for three terms. During that t ime, she was on the committee to
incorporate Clearlake Highlands and Clearlake Park to become the City of Clearlake.  

After she ret ired, she and Rich moved to Sparks, Nevada, and she worked par t-t ime
for her sister ’s business, Signs By Tomorrow.

Most of her f ly ing t ime was spent racing with her fr iend, Joyce Wells.  They f lew
their f irst Palms to Pines race in 1972, a week after she and Rich were married.
They f lew 15 Palms to Pines races together unti l  2000. She f lew 20 Air Race Classic
races with Joyce star t ing in 1985.

Kathleen (Kathy) Walton     
June 10, 1941 – October 5, 2025
Reno Area 99s



NEW HORIZONS

Her devotion to the 99s is beyond measure. She joined the 99s in 1968 with the
Bay Cit ies Chapter.  She formed the Clearlake Chapter in 1984 and was chairman.
When the chapter dissolved, she transferred to the Santa Rosa Chapter,  she
became a member of the Jackson Gold Dust Chapter in 1999 when she moved to
the area and remained a member there unti l  mov ing to Sparks in 2003. She was an
off icer of al l  the chapters several  t imes.

In the Southwest Section she served as Secretary in 1984, Vice Governor in 1986-
88, Governor in 1988-1990, and served on several  committees. From 1990-1992 she
was on the International Nominating Committee.

Since coming to the Reno Area Chapter,  she has been Chairman and Secretary
numerous t imes, and kept the members active in aerospace education, and giv ing
scholarships each year.  She has dedicated count less hours to the Chapter and the
av iat ion community at large. I f  she met a woman pi lot you can be sure she would
ask if  they were a 99 and, i f  not,  why not? Never shy about approaching new
people, i t  is cer tain that she has recruited many members to the 99s.

Her other passions were music and trains. She joined the Reno Pops Orchestra
board and has most recent ly been serv ing as their President.  Kathy and Rich had a
garden rai lroad and joined the local group of people, Water and Rai ls,  who have
rai lroads and water features at their homes. Their garden rai lroad later moved to a
bui lding in Reno that they cal led the Train House, with more expanded features.  

The history she wrote for the Reno Area Chapter book states that she had
achieved most of the things she wanted to do in her l i fe.  She st i l l  missed the kids
she had in her schools and kept in touch with many of them. Learning to f ly was a
big achievement,  and she was very proud of how she and Joyce did in their races
together.  

Kathy’s bold presence wi l l  leave a huge void for many of us. She cared deeply for
al l  of us, and we’ l l  miss her terr ibly.

Lov ingly submitted by Jeanne Pierce
And the Reno Area 99s

continued 



Upcoming SWS and International Meetings

Date Meeting Host/Location

January 31, 2026 2026 Winter Workshop
Carlsbad, CA
Host Chapter: Palomar
Registration link

TBD 2026 SWS Spring Meeting Host Chapter: Coachella Valley

July 8-12, 2026 2026 International Conference San Diego, CA

Sept 24-27, 2026 2026 SWS Fall Meeting
Las Vegas, NV
Host Chapter: Las Vegas

CALENDAR

Amelia Earhart Scholarship applications are due January 1.

Applications and instructions are in the members-only section of the
website. Find them here
https://www.ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-scholarships-awards.htm

2026 Winter Workshop

Join us for an enriching experience that covers four key topics: leadership,
Mentorship, Public Speaking, and Fundraising. 

These topics will be examined in terms of the three pillars of our Ninety-Nines
Mission Statement (Education, Scholarships, and Mutual Support) and will be
used to demonstrate how they promote networking at the chapter level and
in our day-to-day lives as female pilots. 

It’s the perfect opportunity to expand your knowledge and connect with
fellow enthusiasts.

Click link for information and registration

Student Pilots - The application deadline for the Spring First
Wings Award is April 1

Award descriptions and application instructions

JAN 1

JAN 3 1

APR 1

https://conferences.sws99s.org/events/2026-winter-workshop/
https://www.ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-scholarships-awards.htm
https://sws99s.org/events/winter-workshop/
https://www.ninety-nines.org/first-wings-award.htm


OUR MISSION — THE NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF
WOMEN PILOTS® PROMOTES ADVANCEMENT OF AVIATION THROUGH

EDUCATION, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND MUTUAL SUPPORT WHILE HONORING OUR
UNIQUE HISTORY AND SHARING OUR PASSION FOR FLIGHT. 

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

Feb 20 submissions due for the Spring issue
May 20 submissions due for the Summer issue

Aug 20 submissions due for the Fal l  issue
Nov 20 submissions due for the Winter issue

This newsletter is  a publ ication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.   
Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to

southwesterly@sws99s.org

Editor
Laura Del Favero

Santa Clara Valley Chapter


